8th Grade World Geography Syllabus

Mrs. Frederick
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Welcome to 8th Grade World Geography!  I am looking forward to our school year together.  In this class we will be learning about the geographical make-up of our planet Earth and how that geography affects people.  By the end of this course I hope that we will understand what it means to be an active, responsible, and knowledgeable citizen of the World.  The following includes information about what you can expect this year in World Geography.

World Geography is a HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT COURSE.  If a student does not pass the course for the year on their report card they will have to make up the course during the summer or in high school.

Expectations of your Behavior

	Rules and Procedures
- Be on time
- Follow all direction immediately
- Work during all work times.
- Keep your hands, feet, and objects to yourself
	[image: image1.wmf]Guidelines for Success
- Be prepared for class.
- Be considerate of others = Empathy
- Always try.
- Do your very best all of the time.



Materials Needed for World Geography
- 1”-2” Three-ring binder (clear-coat pockets on front and back)
- pencil pouch in binder
- color pencils in pencil pouch
- loose-leaf ruled paper

Grading Scale
60% - Formal Assessments

· Formal Assessments are assignments that give Mrs. Frederick a snapshot of your learning at one particular time.  Formal Assessments include tests, quizzes, projects, some in class assignments, and some homework assignments.

40% - Student Practice and Organization

· These are assignments that help you to prepare and practice for formal assessments, district benchmark exams, and ultimately the World Geography SOL Test.  Remember that just as in sports, good practice habits prepare you for winning the big game.  In this class, the big game is passing the SOL and this course.

Late Work Policy (Missing Work and Absentees)
Please be aware of the school and team Power of “I” Plan.  If you are absent please check the table of contents at the front of the room for assignments you have missed.  It is the student’s responsibility to obtain their make-up work.  Mrs. Frederick will set late work final deadlines each 9 weeks.  Any work not received by that date will cause any “I” to become a failing grade.
 
Homework
Students ALWAYS have homework in World Geography.  Since this is a high school credit course it is expected/demanded that students study their notes for at least 5-10 minutes every night.  Additionally, there will be other homework assignments given on an as needed basis and it is expected that students will complete these assignments by the due date.  

Projects

There will be several projects throughout the year.  The purpose of projects is to take what we learn in class and use it in a creative and relevant manner.  Students will always have several weeks to complete projects, so they must manage their time effectively.  For some projects students will be allowed to work with others, but they are not required to do so.  Students are advised to choose their partners wisely as I can only grade what is turned in and cannot grade based on individual work loads.  In short, everyone gets the same grade despite who did what!  

Interactive Notebooks
Student Interactive Notebooks are the foundation to the work we will be doing in World Geography. Everything the student will need to know will be in the notebook, therefore, it is very important that the student bring the notebook to class every day, as well as, maintain the organization of the notebook daily. Each notebook will include a table of contents that will list EVERY assignment we will complete. Every assignment will include a title and page number circled in the top, right-hand corner of the page. The purpose of the Interactive Notebook is to practice organizational skills necessary for being a successful student and person in life. 

Test and Quizzes
It is expected that students will be prepared for tests, quizzes, district benchmark exams, and the SOL test when they are scheduled.  Students should appropriately manage their personal time to prepare for these assessments.  In short, studying is homework.

Course Objectives

Mrs. Frederick will be following the Standards of Learning set forth by the Virginia Commonwealth.  You can obtain a copy of these by visiting the Virginia Department of Education webpage.  Washington County Schools states these SOLs should be covered at a certain pace.  A copy of Washington Country Schools Pacing Guide for World Geography can be found on my website.  

For up-to-date information on what we are learning, please refer to my webpage.

http://www.quia.com/pages/frederickgeography.html
Sincerely, 

Mrs. Sandra H. Frederick


I understand all that is required in World Geography and will work to the best of my ability to meet the expectation described in this syllabus and by Mrs. Frederick.
Student Signature  ___________________________________

Parent Signature ____________________________________

Grading Scale
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