Language Arts Syllabus -- Mrs. Gardner

Course Description:

This class is designed to encourage active listening and critical thinking skills, to deepen reading comprehension, develop writing abilities, and polish grammar skills. 
· Literature:  We will read and study a variety of literary genres, including short stories, non-fiction, poems, plays, and novels.  We will also focus on creating a daily habit of reading.
· Vocabulary:  We will study prefixes and suffixes the first semester and Greek & Latin roots the second semester.  

· Writing/Grammar:  We will explore the 5 step writing process, and focus on the 6+1 traits of good writing.  

Textbooks:

McDougal Little Literature Book.  

Supplies:

· The TEAM YALE Supply List is available online.   
Grades:

Grades will be averaged based on total points weighted by category:   
On-level:  





Advanced:  
Daily assignments 

50%


Daily assignments 


40%

Reading Assessments

20%


Reading Assessments 

25%

Writing Assessments

20% 


Writing Assessments


25%

Semester exam 

10%


Semester exam 


10%
· Grades will be posted periodically for students to view their progress  

· Grades can also be accessed online and will be updated by Tuesday of each week.

Computer Codes:  EX=excused, MI=missing (due to absence or late work)

Other Helpful Information for Parents and Students:

· Please purchase supplies by Friday, August 24, so that we can assemble our English binders. This is an important organizational tool and key to success in this class.
· Student can access my website for the weekly agenda, hand-outs, project instructions, and review games.
www.quia.com/pages/gardnerenglish.html

· I will do my best to keep parents informed of events happening in our classroom.  I will send out emails which highlight events, special upcoming projects, deadlines, test dates, etc.

