Geography Syllabus -- Mr. Pennington

Course of Study:

This course will challenge your critical thinking skills as you learn about people, culture, economy, government, and the physical aspects of the regions of the world.  You will also learn to read maps, charts, graphs, and tables to interpret social and economic information as it pertains to the regions studied.  Current events and library research materials will assist in your study.

Goals for the Course:
· Realize the importance of social studies in lifelong learning

· Recognize the importance of global thinking

· Demonstrate competency in applying nine essential skills of geography:

1. Map Skills



6.  Human Characteristics
2. Physical Earth



7.  Cultural Characteristics
3. Charts and Graphs



8.  Religion
4. Regions




9.  Major Government and Economic Systems
5. Human-Environment Interaction
Textbook:

Textbooks will not be checked out to every student.  We have a class set as well as additional books for students to check out as needed.
Supplies:

 This list of materials was included within the Team Yale Supply List.
· 1 inch 3-ring Notebook

· Dividers (5 tabs are needed)

· Loose leaf paper

· Pen or Pencil

· Red grading pen

· Desire to learn and willingness to participate in class
Grading Scale:

Grades will be determined as follows:
90-100   A

70-79   C

0-59   F



80-89     B

60-69   D
Daily work, Map Tests, Unit Exams = 90% of class grade
Semester Exam = 10% (semester exams are comprehensive)
Agenda:  It is important for each student to utilize their student agenda.  The agenda provides valuable information regarding school policies and consequences for violating those policies.  The agenda includes the daily planner where students should copy down assignments for each class.  The agenda will be used as a hall pass and may be randomly checked by teachers for a grade.  An agenda may be purchased in the school office.

Teacher Expectations:

· You will be treated with respect, so you will know how to treat other people.

· Feel free to do anything that does not cause a problem for anyone else.

· If you cause a problem, you will be asked to solve it.

· If you can’t solve the problem, or choose not to, something will happen.

· What will happen depends on the special person and special situation.

· If you feel something is unfair, whisper, “I’m not sure that’s fair,” and you can talk to your teacher.

Late work policy:  Students may turn in late assignments for 50% credit.  The teacher will contact the parent(s) when zeros begin to affect the student’s grade.  Additionally, students with missing assignments will attend periodic lunch study halls. 

Online Gradebook:

A great way to monitor your student’s progress is by viewing your student’s grade for each class.  To gain access to your student’s grades go to www.unionps.org and click on parents, then parents online.  

Tardy policy:  Team Yale follows the school tardy policy found in the school agenda.

Emergency Hall Passes:

Each student will receive two emergency hall passes per quarter, which may be used as a locker or restroom pass.  The students will receive these passes at the beginning of each quarter, and it is their responsibility to keep up with them.  Once used, or lost, permission will not be given to leave the classroom except when excused by the front office, or in a true emergency situation.

Team Website:  

www.quia.com/pages/teamyale.html  

Team Yale’s website includes general team information as well as links to individual class sites.  The websites will contain information about upcoming events including major projects and assessments.

Assistance or Questions:  If students need extra assistance, arrangements should be made beforehand with the teacher for before or after school “individualized” time.  If a parent would like to make contact with the teacher, email can be utilized anytime, or by phone during the following hours:

· Before school 
(8:35am – 8:55am)

· Plan period      
(11:05am – 11:55am)

· After school     
(3:50pm – 4:05pm)
Team Website: www.quia.com/pages/teamyale.html
Class Website: www.quia.com/pages/penningtonhistory.html
