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Self-Revision for Research Paper (focus: organization and word choice)

Complete this review and attach it to your paper for a one week deadline extension.

Ideas

· Do you have at least three or four big ideas in your paper?_____________

· How many quotes have you used in your paper for support? ___________(you should have at least 2-3)
· Do quotes make up over 10% of your paper (they should not)?____________

· Do you use a phrase to attribute each quote to a source?_____________

· Do all of your paraphrases have a parenthetical citation?_______________

· Do you have at least 2 facts/stories/quotes per body paragraph?________

· Does your thesis mention or relate to each big idea in your paper?_______________

Organization

· Is your thesis the last sentence in your introduction paragraph? ______ If not, is it clear which sentence is your thesis?_________

· Underline your topic sentence in each body paragraph.  Then, check to make sure the details in each paragraph fit with the topic sentence.  

· Do you use transition sentences or phrases to connect different topics? These typically come at the beginning or end of paragraphs. Circle one transition sentence or phrase on your paper.
· Does your conclusion do more than just simply repeat your introduction and thesis?______Did you avoid the words “in conclusion”?__________

Word Choice

· Change all vague verbs like “get/got” “do/did/does” “walk”—try lively verbs like guzzle, sprint, acquire, enact, implement, etc.

· Clarify all of your vague nouns and pronouns like “thing” “stuff” “it,” “he,” “they” which have not been clearly explained. Avoid making your readers backtrack to figure out who “he” is or what “it” is.
· Eliminate all but one or two adverbs—delete them or finding other words (ex. Eliminate the adverb “quickly” in “ran quickly” by changing it to “sprinted”)  

