Course Syllabus - Español V
Señora Smith




Room   

211 
Phone:  
(817)-949-5856
Conference:  2nd and 8th Block





Fax:     
(817) 949-5858    
Address:  1501 W. Southlake Blvd.


Tutorials: 
By appointment only.

 

Southlake, TX.  76092





 
Email:  SmithEs@cisdmail.com


Web page: www.quia.com/pages/esmith5.html
Course Objective: The Spanish V AP curriculum will build on concepts learned in previous Spanish classes  in order to increase communication in the second language.  In this course students develop a strong command of the Spanish language, with proficiency in integrating language skills and synthesizing written and aural materials, the formal writing process, formal (presentational) and interpersonal speaking and writing skills, and aural comprehension skills.  The course will utilize a variety of authentic audio and video recordings, Internet recourses, as well an authentic written texts to develop listening, reading and integrated skills.  The course provides students with a learning experience equivalent to that of a third-year college course in Spanish language.  
· The teacher and students use Spanish exclusively in class. Students will expand their interpersonal communication skills in Spanish through daily classroom interactions in the language.  This includes casual conversations with the teacher and classmates as well as formal discussions.

· Students will refine their oral presentational skills in formal and informal contexts.

· Students will be exposed to the world of literature and current events of Spanish-speaking countries through authentic written texts, including newspaper and magazine articles, literary texts, and other non-technical writings that develop students’ reading and comprehension abilities.

· Students will broaden their comprehension (interpretive) skills of written and aural material in formal and informal contexts.  

· Students will broaden their understanding of the cultures that comprise the Spanish-speaking world through literature, articles, current events and cultural programs.

· Students will make connections in their learning.  They will be able to synthesize learning from the Spanish classroom, other classes and the outside world.
This class is conducted in Spanish, and students are expected to communicate with the teacher in the second language.  Teaching methods such as skits, oral presentations, and impromptu speaking are designed for the students to practice their conversational skills. Students in Spanish V should demonstrate advanced aptitude and interest in acquiring written and oral proficiency in Spanish.  
Materials for Self:
1 - Marble Composition Book  for daily journals (turned in often)



1 - Folder/Binder with brackets (to keep notes, handouts, etc.)




 
(I may do folder checks for grades!)




1 - 1 Subject Notebook with perforations or filler paper




1 - Spanish/English Dictionary for your home




1 - Blank cassette for language lab use

Materials for Class:  
2 - red, green, or purple colored  pens for proofing each others work
Teaching and Assessment Strategies:
I. Improve writing skills, to express ideas accurately and fluently in writing.

a. Essay Writing.   Every two weeks student write a cohesive and coherent analytical or persuasive essay of at least 200 words, on an appropriate topic, in reaction to a text or information discussed, researched, heard or viewed, which is evaluated for its content, organization, range and appropriateness of vocabulary and grammatical structure. The essay will also be evaluated on the student’s ability to integrate, interpret and synthesize information (to make appropriate inferences and predictions). 

b. Other Writing Tasks.   There are weekly writing activities related to topics covered, such as journal entries, post cards, letters and e-mails.  Students will be evaluated on their ability to react appropriately and express their opinions.  Range of vocabulary and grammar structure will also be evaluated.

II. Improve reading skills through literary pieces, magazine and news articles, and readings on current and controversial topics.  Students identify and summarize main points and important details and make appropriate inferences and predictions from the written text.  Students will synthesize vocabulary and structures to broaden their understanding of the printed materials. 

a. Weekly Readings.   Students read, summarize, paraphrase and interpret selected literary prose as a vehicle of language study and expansion, as well as current topics, such as articles on controversial topics, newspaper and magazine articles, news articles found on the Internet.  Students will be expected to turn in a copy of the article plus their interpretation and opinions of it.
b. Research Projects for Presentation.   This is an integrated skills activity.   Students use reading and listening and note-taking strategies, as well as vocabulary knowledge (reviewed in class) when investigating various topics.  Students will synthesize the information to create a formal presentation in class.

III. Improve speaking skills through interaction using a variety of settings, types of discourse, topics and registers.  Students produce Spanish comprehensible to native speakers both formally and informally in conversations or narrations.

a.    Interpersonal Language Focus.    Students will be able to respond to conversational prompts, such as interviews, voice mail, asking directions, advice, and giving talks, participating in debates, using rich vocabulary, accuracy in structure and syntax, and fluency.  There will be at least once major assessment per six weeks that includes an oral presentation.

b.   Daily Participation.   Students will participate in daily discussions, debates or other informal speaking activities to improve vocabulary, fluency, pronunciation and intonation.   A daily participation grade will be given to students per six weeks.   Points will be taken away if students use English anytime during the class.
  IV.        Improve listening skills through listening to spoken sources such as a broadcast, news report or lecture on an academic or cultural or academic topic related to the Spanish-speaking world.  The students are able to comprehend Spanish intended for native speakers in a variety of settings, types of discourse, topics and registers.  The students will be able to identify and summarize main points and significant details and make appropriate inferences and predictions from a spoken source.  Students will be assessed on their ability to integrate listening, writing and presentational skills throughout the year. These integrated skills will be required for essay writing, as well as presentations in front of the class.
 V.            Enrich knowledge and understanding of the practices, perspectives and products of Spanish and Hispanic cultures.  Students will have the opportunity to discuss literary and cultural topics, current events and their own experiences.  Culture will be incorporated as students are improving their skills.  Culture is integrated throughout the year as a vehicle for language learning and to give meaning to the language they are studying.

VI.          Improve vocabulary, idiomatic expressions and transitions.   Students use methods such as reading, investigation and listening to a variety of topics, and apply them to speaking and writing.  Also, students learn to correctly use transition words and expressions in written and spoken language.  
VII.         Improve knowledge of grammar and syntax.   Students apply grammatical and syntactic rules focusing on problematic areas.  Students implement and synthesize a variety of grammatical and syntactical structures in speaking and writing.  Students will be assessed on their abilities to use correct structures in essays, short correspondences, presentations and all other forms of communication.

VIII.        Integrate language skills (all skills).   The course seeks to develop integrated language skills that are useful in themselves and that can be applied to various activities and disciplines rather than a mastery of any specific subject matter.  Training in integrating language skills and in synthesizing written and aural materials must be in integral part of the AP Spanish Language Course. 

1st SW: Unit - Past, Present, Future, 5 indicative Tenses, Vocabulary
2nd SW:  Unit - La Realidad y la fantasía, Focus on grammatical and syntactic structures in speaking and writing, present & imperfect subjunctive with perfect tense review, Vocabulary
3rd SW:  Unit - Los Derechos humanos, relative pronouns and all pronouns reviews, Vocabulary
4th SW:  Unit - La mujer y el hombre, Vocabulary
5th SW:  Unit - La educación y el nuevo mundo, grammar review, Vocabulary
6th SW:  Unit - La salud y la medicina, Vocabulary
Classroom Expectations:
Learning a second language is an exciting adventure.  You will or are learning to think in new ways and to understand the world from a different perspective.  When you signed up for Spanish, you committed yourself to three or more years, maybe even a lifetime of intellectual growth.  I assume you selected this course because you want to learn a second language or at least because you want to earn satisfactory grades in this course.  Here are some suggestions to help you with those goals.


1.  Respect others and their property.


2.  Bring required materials to class.


3.  Do all homework on time.


4.  Do your own work!


5.  Be in your seat and ready to learn when the bell rings.


6.  Behave appropriately.


7.  Remain in class.


8.  Follow all school rules.


9.  You are expected to speak in Spanish.
           *10. You are expected to participate in class activities.

Consequences:

1.  Warning


2.  Change in seating.


3.  Isolation in the classroom + detention 


4.  Continuous distractions - referral to the office + parent call or letter


5.  MAJOR DISRUPTION - Trip to office. . .  NO WARNINGS!

** Hint:  If I have to get to number 2 or beyond, this usually means a parent call, letter, or email.  You are here to learn, be productive, and enjoy the language.  When you disrupt the learning process, you have infringed on the rights of every other student in class.  You have also infringed on my right to teach.  Additionally, if I have to write you a detention, you will be given Spanish work to do during that time.
Remember to only speak Spanish and bring your materials to class . . Please remember I am not a dictionary.  It is important that you accustom yourself to using a Spanish/English dictionary.  

Homework Policy:  There is a NO LATE WORK policy in place for this class.  The homework I assign is given specifically to reinforce skills we learn that day in preparation for the next concept.  Doing it the next day, two weeks later, or at the end of the six weeks defeats the purpose.  Homework is to be turned in at the beginning of class or when I collect it.  Passes will not be given to retrieve homework from lockers, cars, etc.  (This falls under rules 2 & 3 - Please be responsible for your work and actions.) 
**    Please note, some homework will be online or in the form of sending me an email.  Please make sure you complete these on time.  For online work you hopefully have a computer and internet at home that can help you accomplish this task.  There are computers in the school and your local library.  Please do not wait until midnight and have the excuse, my computer or internet was down.  (I will consider your excuse individually.)  Additionally, if I give you an assignment to send me an email letter or essay, please do so on time.  If for some reason you are worried I didn't receive it, print a copy of the email completed so you are prepared to hand me a hard (typed) copy in class, not any later!
Honor Code:   Carroll Senior High has an honor code in place.  Sharing of answers on work, quizzes, tests, projects (except for paired and group work) and plagiarism on assignments is not permitted.  A grade of zero will be given, the student will be sent to the office, parents or guardians will be contacted and a "U" in citizenship will be given for cheating.  Using a computer, hand-held or online translator is strictly against the honor code.  You are expected to use a regular dictionary for help with translations.
Extras:  You, as a student, are responsible for working quietly and diligently in class each day unless our class activity calls for your oral participation (which it will often); ABSOLUTELY NO SLEEPING is allowed in this class!  As FOOD AND DRINKS disrupt the learning process in the foreign language classroom, please do not make it a practice to consume food or beverages especially during activities that require you to speak and communicate with others.  Additionally, cellular phones have no purpose in the LOTE classroom.  Kindly remember to turn your cell phones off during class and keep them secured with your possessions so they do not cause classroom disruptions.  Last, but not least, headphones from music players such as mp3's, i pod's, hand-held video games, televisions, or the likes of any of these, have no business in SPANISH class.  Please put these items securely away before entering class.

Student Computers are not for games.  They are to be used solely for Spanish class activities. 

Absent?:  As oral work is almost impossible to duplicate for make-up purposes, good attendance is crucial to success.  If you are absent from class for any reason, it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to find out what you missed.  If you have been absent one day, you will have one class day to make up the assignment.  If 2 days, then 2 days will be given to make up work, etc. Utilize the quia website for our agenda in class.  Please ask me for your make-up work; however, do not interrupt the lesson to get your assignment.  Please ask before or after class or before school.  Give me your make-up work once completed in the allotted time.  Please write the date of your absence, plus the "turn in" date of your assignment on the upper right hand side of your paper under your name.   (This will insure you have also followed the “No Late Work” policy.)  Any homework due on the day you were absent will be due on the day you return.  Since tests are announced days in advance, in most cases, you will be expected to take tests or quizzes on the day you return. 
**Special Note:  Please be conscious of absences towards the end of the six weeks/semester.  You will be allotted time to make up your work, but incompletes do affect any UIL eligibility.

Grading:

A.  Homework and daily work (written and oral)

25%




B.  Quizzes (written and oral)



25%




C.  Summative (Tests/Major Projects – written and oral)
50%





Some six weeks there may be only one test grade.
