
Verb Review I: The Basics of Spanish Verbs 
 

Simplified Regular Verb Chart (present tense) 
                                                               I                              he, she, (it), you  
to…                                                        yo                          él, ella, Ud.      

speak hablar hablo habla 
work trabajar trabajo trabaja 
ask preguntar pregunto pregunta 
write escribir escribo escribe 
live vivir vivo vive 
eat comer como come 
read leer leo lee 
    
    
    
    

 

Simplified Irregular Verb Chart (present tense) 
                                                                       I                           he, she, (it), you  
to…                                                                yo                        él, ella, Ud.      

give dar doy da 
say decir digo dice 
go ir voy va  
be able poder puedo puede 
prefer preferir prefiero prefiere 
want querer quiero quiere 
have tener tengo  tiene 
play jugar juego juega 
see ver veo ve 
be (state) estar estoy está 
be (characteristic) ser soy es* 

 

 

For they or you all, add an n to the end of the he/she/you form. 
For you informal, add an s to the end of the he/she/you form. 

*You cannot add n or s to es. 
 

Subject Pronouns and the Rest of the Forms 
The charts below show how to conjugate regular verbs, which you began learning above. There are two 
new things below: 1. the subject pronouns (the words for “I”, “you”, “he”, “she”, etc.), and; 2. the “we” 
form of verbs. 
 

Subject Pronouns and –ar verbs 

yo (I) o nosotros** (we) amos 

tú (you, 

informal) 

as vosotros** (you 

   all, Spain , inf.) 

á is 

 

él (he) 

ella (she) 

Ud.* (you,   

  formal) 

 
 

a 

 

ellos (they) 

ellas (they) 

Uds.*  (you all, 

    formal) 

 
 

an 

 

*Ud. is the abbreviation of Usted, and  Uds. is short for Ustedes. These are almost never spelled  out. 

** Nosotros and  vosotros have feminine forms, nosotras and  vosotras, used  only when the entire group is female. A male would  

never say nosotras. 

 

-er verbs 

yo  o nosotros  emos 

tú  es vosotros  éis 
 

él  

ella  

Ud.  

 
 

e 

 

ellos  

ellas  

Uds.  

 
 

en 

 

-ir verbs 

yo  o nosotros  imos 

tú  es vosotros  í s 
 

él  

ella  

Ud.*  

 
 

e 

 

ellos  

ellas  

Uds.  

 
 

en 

Notice the difference 
between the -er and -ir 
nosotros forms. 

This chart shows 
you the subject 
pronouns and -ar 
verb endings. 

The charts below show you the subject 
pronouns and –er and –ir endings. 



Verbs: First set (verbs in bold type are irregular) 
comer  to eat 
dar  to give 
decir  to say 
entrar  to enter 
escribir  to write 
estar  to be (states) 

estudiar  to study  
hablar  to speak, talk 
ir  to go 
jugar  to play 
leer  to read 
mirar  to look at, watch 

necesitar  to need 
poder  to be able 
practicar  to practice  
preferir  to prefer 
preguntar  to ask 
querer  to want 

sacar  to get something out 
ser  to be (characteristics) 
tener  to have 
trabajar  to work 
usar  to use 
vivir to live 

 

More Verbs: Main Words, Pobre Ana  
ayudar  to help 
buscar  to look for 
caminar  to walk 
comprar  to buy 

creer  to believe 
escuchar  to listen to 
matar  to kill 
pagar  to pay 

pasar  to pass 
regresar  to return 
robar  to steal 
sacar  to take out 

saber  to know (yo form is “sé”)  
tocar  to touch, play (instrument) 
tomar  to take 

 

To Be (present tense) 
I am, you are, he is, etc., are all forms of “to be”. In Spanish, there are two words for “to be”. Ser is used for 
I am, you are, he is, etc., referring to characteristics. Estar is used for I am, you are, he is, etc., for states. Notice that 
“sta” is in both estar and state.  

 

 

 

 
 

A state is the way something is at a particular moment. A characteristic is the way something generally is.  
 

To Know (present tense) 
  

 

The Past Tenses     
Event Past (regular) 
As you can see in the chart on the right, the (first & 
third person) endings for the regular event past are:  
-ar verbs: é, ó 
necesitar   
practicar   
regresar   
tocar   
pasar   
matar 
robar 

entrar   
hablar   
estudiar   
mirar   
necesitar   
practicar   
buscar   

mirar   
sacar   
tomar   
pagar   
escuchar   
ayudar  
visitar  

 

-er/-ir verbs: í, ió 
comer   
comprender   
decidir  

aprender   
vivir   
escribir   

describir  
asistir 
perder   

 

Ongoing Past (regular) 
-ar verbs: add -aba to the stem. 
-er/-ir verbs: add -ía to the stem. 

 
*a spelling change must be made when necessary to 
avoid softening the g or c:  g>gu, c>qu 

Event Past Irregular 
       yo          él, ella, Ud.        

ver vi vio saw 
decir dije dijo said 
ir fui fue  went 
hacer hice hizo did 
Event Past Regular (examples) 
                   yo          él, ella, Ud.        
mirar miré miró watched 
comer comí comió ate 
recibir recibí recibió received 
encontrar encontré encontró found 
buscar busqué* buscó sought 
jugar jugué* jugó played 
entender entendí entendió understood 

 
Notes 
The Event Past is really called the “preterite” tense. It is used for events/occurrences in the past. 
The Ongoing Past is really called the “imperfect” tense. It’s used for background or repeated states or events in the past. 

estar: to be (state) (notice the sta in most forms) 
estoy estamos 
estás   
está  están  

 

ser: to be (characteristic) 

 soy somos 

 eres   

 es  son  

 

conocer: to know (person or place) 
conozco 
conoces 
conoce 

conocemos 
 
conocen 

 

saber: to know (a fact, how to…) 
sé 
sabes 
sabe 

sabemos 
 
saben 

 


