Name:

Animal Behavior Project
Assignment date: Monday, November 7, 2011

Summary: As we study Animal Behavior as part of our Deciduous Forest Biome for the month of November, students will conduct an experiment during which they will train an animal to perform a function (response) based on a stimulus.  Students will use the Scientific Method to conduct their experiments as outlined below.
Requirements:

	Section
	Description
	Due Date

	Observation

10 points
	Observe the animal you’ve chosen by:

· Watching its behavior without interfering for 10-15 minutes at a time, at least three different times
· Complete Observation Journal Sheet 
	Wednesday, November 9

	Ask a Question

10 points
	Decide what behavior you will attempt to teach or train the animal to do

· Complete Ask a Question sheet
	Thursday, November 10

	Hypothesis

10 points
	Predict what the outcome of your training attempt will be

· Complete Hypothesis sheet using if/then statement
	Thursday, November 10

	Conduct Experiment

30 points
	Conduct experiment by following your approved Ask a Question and Hypothesis sheet.

· Monitor your progress by using Experiment sheet

· Include description of materials used

· You may record your progress by sketching pictures, taking pictures with a camera, or videotaping
	Should take place between Thursday, November 10 and Wednesday, November 16. Experiment Sheet due Wednesday, November 16.

	Draw Conclusion

20 points
	Complete Conclusion sheet
	Thursday, November 17

	Report Findings

20 points
	Complete Findings sheet including:

· Recorded progress of experiment

· Summary of all areas
	Friday, November 18


Observation Journal Sheet
Name of animal:





Type of animal:
	Date
(Month, Date, Year)
	Time Duration
	Behavior Observed
	Quantitative or Qualitative

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Notes: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Ask a Question
Write out your question below.

Describe in detail what behavior you have decided to teach the animal to do based on your observations and your question. Tell what positive reinforcement you will use to encourage the behavior you want to see. Also tell what materials you will use during your experiment. Use complete sentences, proper grammar, correct spelling, punctuation, capitalization and write in the third person perspective. Please write a minimum of one paragraph with six sentences.

Hypothesis:
State your hypothesis below:

If I __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

then the animal will ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
Experiment

Describe in detail the process of your experiment. Include details about which dates and times you worked with the animal. Tell what materials you used. Talk about how you got ready, what you did before, during and after training, how the animal reacted during each interaction and how you tracked progress (sketch, pictures or video). 

Conclusion:

Answer the following questions in complete sentences:
Describe what the conclusion of your experiment was. 

Did the animal learn the behavior you attempted to teach it? 

Was your hypothesis correct?

What would you have done differently if you knew at the beginning what you know now?
Report Findings:

Summarize your experiment by completing each of the categories below:

What were your initial observations of your animal?

What question did you want to answer?

What was your hypothesis?

Describe the experiment:

What was your conclusion?

Was your hypothesis correct?

What could you have done differently?

What did you learn?

