BAROQUE ERA

· First period in which instrumental music was as important as vocal music (singing).

· Music with contrasting sections—slow and fast, soft and loud, etc.

· Best example: Sonata
· Cantatas and oratorios are choir/vocal works with several movements (sections) and instrumental accompaniment.  

· They don’t use props or staging. 

· Oratorios are usually Bible-based. 

· Operas use props and staging and have a drama.

· Program music represents an idea or a mood. (Like Vivaldi’s The Four Seasons)

· Concertos are written for the whole orchestra with one special instrument standing out.

Antonio Vivaldi
· Vivaldi was from Italy.

· Vivaldi was called “the red priest” because he had red hair and he was actually an ordained Catholic priest.

· He learned to play the violin from his father, a church violinist.

· He wrote music for keyboard (harpsichord, piano nowdays), voice (choir or solo), and orchestra.

· He wrote a lot of operas, but some people, especially in Italy, didn’t like the idea of a priest writing non-church music.

· He wrote a lot of concertos, even some for unusual instruments, but the most for violin.

· He is famous for the violin concerto The Four Seasons, which is a good example of program music.

George Frideric Handel

· Handel was from Germany.

· Handel had a lot of talent, and he and his music teachers thought he should pursue music as a career.
· His father wanted him to study law, so he did, but quit when his father died and joined an opera orchestra.

· He lived in Germany, Italy, and England, and wrote operas and oratorios in the language of each of those countries.

· He wrote music for all different instruments but more for voice.

· He wrote Water Music for a 50-piece orchestra that performed on a barge on the water behind the boat of King George of England.

· His most famous Oratorio is Messiah.

· During the first performance of Messiah, the king was so awestruck by the “Hallelujah Chorus” at the end that he stood to his feet.  Everyone else followed, and now it’s tradition to do this at a performance of Messiah.

Johann Sebastian Bach

· Bach was from Germany.
· Both of Bach’s parents died when he was nine and he lived with his older broth Christoph, a church organist.

· He started doing church music as a boy soprano in the choir, then a violinist in a church orchestra.

· Bach worked as a court musician for a prince, choirmaster at a school, organ mechanic, and Latin and music teacher.
· He had 20 children, several of whom became composers, too.
· He wrote all musical forms and styles except opera.

· We listened to part of his organ piece: Toccata and Fugue in D Minor.
