English 9 Course Syllabus (2014-2015)/Room 208  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mrs. Counts, English 9 Instructor, e-mail:  sheilac@wcs.k12.va.us   
Text:  Prentice Hall Literature:  Language and Literacy
Writers INC;  A student Handbook for Writing and Learning
Course Description/Goals:
English 9 is a required class necessary for graduation   All course material is based upon Virginia’s Standards of Learning.  The students will study the elements of short stories, poetry,  dramatic reading from a variety of cultures and times, and read classic novels.  Students will also present planned and oral presentations.  Knowledge of literary terms and forms will be applied in the student’s own writing and in the analysis of literature.  Students will use electronic databases and cite reference sources using the MLA (Modern Language Association) format.  Writing will include narrative, literary, expository, and persuasive. 
 Essays will be set up in the following format:  Typed and double spaced and in the upper left corner student’s will use this information:
Student’s Name:  
Teacher’s Name:
Class:  
Date:
Title of essay (centered)
Units of Study:  Short story Unit, Drama (The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet), Novels  (we will choose from these titles:  To Kill a Mockingbird, Farewell to Manzanar, When the Legends Die, or Jacob Have I Loved),  non-fiction will include various essays by well-known authors including biographies and autobiographies, and poetry.
Composition:  Prewriting Strategies, drafting and revising, editing and proofreading, writing paragraphs, writing style.  Essays will include:  Descriptive, Narrative, Expository, Comparison and Contrast, and Persuasive.  Students will also write responses to literature and the class will include journal responses.
Materials You Will Need:  3 Ring Binders with loose-leaf paper, pencils or pens, textbook or novel, and flash drive.
Please Note:  You are responsible for any damage done to the textbooks or novels, and you will pay for any damaged or lost books.
Make-up Work:  You will be allowed to make-up work when necessary according to school policy.  It is your responsibility to ask for your make-up work.  All late work will be completed at partial credit.
Grades:  All quizzes and tests are graded on a point basis.  Also, your work will be assessed by observation, group work, individual projects, writing folders, and presentations.
I do not give extra credit assignments for an additional grade; however, at various times I allow opportunities for students to earn extra credit points with certain assignments.  It is up to the student to take advantage of these extra points as offered.
Classroom Rules:
Be respectful of everyone
Be Responsible by being prepared (bring paper, pencils, and books to class)
Be on time
Do Not Bring Food or Drinks to classroom
Do Not Use Profanity
HHS dress code and electronic devices policy will be strictly enforced
Consequences:  1st offense:  warning; 2nd offense:  Student/Teacher conference;  3rd /offense:  parent notification;  final consequence: office
Interruptions of the class, teacher, and other classmates will NOT be tolerated.
***If the offense is serious enough you will be referred immediately to the school administration.
Tardy Policy:  You are expected to be in your assigned seat and ready to work when the last bell rings.  After three times of being tardy you will be assigned to in-school.  
Expectations:  Remember you are responsible for you!  Most of the reading is done in class followed with quizzes, tests, or other types of assessment.  The majority of all writing is done in class and typed in the computer lab as required.  Failure to keep up with assignments will limit your ability to complete assignments and may hurt your grades.  Failure to regularly attend class places severe limitations on your ability to succeed.  In order to do well in the class, you will need to put forth a lot of effort, and do your best on assignments.  Zeroes and late work will drastically reduce your grade.




Student and Parent Acknowledgement Form for S. Counts/ English 9 Class 2014-2015 School Year 
 Please read, sign, and return.
I have read and understand the course requirements for English 9.
_____________________________________________  (Student Signature)
______________________________________________(Parent Signature)
______________________________________________ (Date)

