Study Guide: Parts of Speech Unit Test
Ms. Robinson, Spring 2012

Students should be able to answer all six of the lesson Essential Questions on the unit map and should be familiar with all of the concepts listed above the EQs.  In addition, troublesome words will also be on this unit test.

1| Conjunctions

Essential Question: How do I choose the best conjunction for a sentence?
Key Ideas: Conjunctions are used to join.  They can join words or larger parts of a sentence like phrases and clauses.  When joining two clauses with a conjunction, you have to be careful which kind you are using.
Things to Remember: Coordinating conjunctions (FANBOYS) join two independent clauses with a comma, but they can also make a compound subject, a compound predicate, or help list items in a series.  

Vocabulary: 
· Coordinating conjunction
· Correlative conjunction
· Subordinating conjunction

Practice Questions:

1. Which of the following sentences contains a subordinating conjunction?
a. Australia is a continent and a country.
b. I ate that hotdog because I was starving.
c. Neither the aardvark nor the antelope are in that phylum.
d. She wants to leave, but I want to stay.

2. Which conjunction would best complete the following sentence?

I double-checked all the answers on my test _______ I turned it in.
a. Because
b. Since
c. And
d. Before


















2| Interjections

Essential Question: How do I use interjections appropriately?
Key Ideas: Interjections express excitement or emotion and are set off with commas or exclamation points.
Things to Remember: Don’t confuse conjunctions like “ouch,” or “hooray” with onomatopoeia (sound words) like “buzz.”  


Practice Questions:

3. Which of the following sentences contains an interjection?
a. I wanted to talk to her, but the roar of the crowd was too loud.
b. That bee has been buzzing for hours.
c. Hey, are you going to the game tonight.
d. The pots and pans made a huge crash as they hit the floor.

4. In the sentence below, which word is the interjection?

Wow! The crack of the bat echoed off the stadium walls even while the batter was rounding first base.

a. Wow
b. Crack
c. Echoed
d. rounding




























3| Verbs

Essential Question: How do I identify the correct use of verbs in context?
Key Ideas: The infinitive is the basic form of the verb, before it is conjugated or changed to be a particular tense. We change the tense of verbs because they not only tell us what is happening, but also when it is happening, or if it happened for a while and then stopped.
Things to Remember: Most verbs follow this pattern for conjugation:

Infinitive= to walk 

	Past Tense
	Present Tense
	Future Tense

	Add –ed to the present tense
	Drop “to” from the infinitive
	Add “will” to the present tense

	walked
	walk
	will walk



However, many verbs are irregular in the past tense, like run.  The present tense is run, but the past tense is ran, not “runned.”  Be able to recognize irregular verbs and conjugate them correctly.  Also, when trying to choose the best verb form to complete a sentence, look for context clues that tell you the tense.

Vocabulary: 
· 
1

· Infinitive Form
· Conjugation
· Irregular
· Past Tense
· Present Tense
· Future Tense
· Past Perfect Tense
· Present Perfect Tense
· Future Perfect Tense


Practice Questions:

5. Which of the following verbs best completes the sentence below?

We had ____ half of the pizza before I realized that we had ____ the wrong order.

a. ate, receive
b. atten, received
c. eaten, receive
d. eaten, recieved

6. Which of the following sentences contains verbs in the future perfect tense?
a. Janice will go to the dance tomorrow night.
b. New York remains one of the most exciting cities in the world.
c. By the time you get there, he will have watched half the movie.
d. John had played football for five years when he quit in 2010.












4| Subject-Verb Agreement

Essential Question: How can I tell if subjects and verbs disagree?
Key Ideas: Verbs are either singular or plural just like nouns.  However, we usually make verbs singular by adding an “s” at the end, which is the opposite for nouns.  Subjects must agree with verbs in number.  

For example:		Elephant stomps		elephant= singular, stomps= singular
			Elephants stomp		elephants= plural, stomp= singular

Things to Remember: Watch out for interrupters, which can distract you from the real subject.  For example, in the sentence 

Mary, the tallest girl out of all her friends, wears a pink shirt every Tuesday.

Mary is the subject, not friends, so Mary is the word that needs to agree with the verb wears.

Also, remember that is= singular and are=plural

Vocabulary: 
· Singular
· Plural
· Interrupter

Practice Questions:

7. Which of the following sentences contain NO subject/verb agreement errors?
a. Popcorn sound like a good idea for an afternoon snack.
b. Neither James nor his sisters are going to the wedding.
c. The class are going outside for team time.
d. The door swing open every time there is a strong breeze.

8. Which of the following sentences contain NO subject/verb agreement errors?
a. My new car, not the old one with the missing wheels, is the one I am selling.
b. The beach are littered with old bottles and trash.
c. That airplane, one of the last in the fleet, are going to fly to Hawaii.
d. Every single marker and pen were out of ink.
















5| Pronoun Case

Essential Question: How do I know if a pronoun belongs in the subject or the predicate?
Key Ideas: Nominative case pronouns can only be used in the subject, and objective case pronouns can only be used in the predicate.
Things to Remember: Don’t be distracted by extra words.  Make sure that the pronoun agrees with the verb.  You can remove any extra words between the pronoun and the verb to test this.
	
For example:  	Go get Marla and me something to eat.
		
		Remove “Marla and” to test:  	Go get me something to eat.

Now you know that the objective case pronoun “me” should be used instead of the nominative case pronoun “I”.

Vocabulary:
· Nominative  case
· Objective case

Practice Questions:

9. Which of the following sentences uses pronouns correctly?
a. Come to dinner with Beverly and I.
b. Jake and me are renting a boat this weekend.
c. Me and my family never go skiing anymore.
d. She and Harold work together at the store.

10. Which pronoun best completes the sentence?

Naya said that _____ and ______ would be friends forever.

a. they, us
b. she, I
c. me, her
d. he, she


















6| Prepositional Phrases

Essential Question: How do I know where in a sentence to place the prepositional phrase?

Key Ideas: Prepositional phrases are modifiers.  This means that they always act as adjectives or adverbs in a sentence.  Prepositional phrases should be placed closest to the word that they modify.
Things to Remember: You should be familiar with what questions adjective and adverb phrases answer so that you can determine what word a phrase is modifying.  This will help you place the phrase closest to the word that it modifies.

Vocabulary: 
· Adjective phrase
· Adverb phrase

Practice Questions:

11. Which of the following sentences best places the prepositional phrase beside the pool?

a. Beside the pool, the girl with the large hat sat and sunbathed.
b. The girl with the large hat beside the pool sat and sunbathed.
c. The girl beside the pool with the large hat sat and sunbathed.
d. The girl with the large hat sat and sunbathed beside the pool.






























Answer Key

1. B
2. D
3. C
4. A
5. D
6. C
7. B
8. A
9.  D
10. B
11. D


