Study Guide: Informational Text Unit Test
Ms. Robinson, Fall 2011

Students should be able to answer all six of the lesson Essential Questions on the unit map and should be familiar with all of the concepts listed above the EQs.

1
Concept: Asking Questions to Find Meaning
Essential Question: How does formulating appropriate questions while reading improve my understanding of the passage?
Key Ideas: Strong readers ask questions before, during, and after reading in order to make sure that they understand what they are reading.  This is like a quick self-check that readers do all the time in their heads.  Questions come up when reading just like they do in real-life.
Things to Remember: When choosing the most appropriate question to ask at a specific point in a passage, focus on the last thing that happened.  Questions should relate to what is going on in the specific moment.
Sample Questions: Read the passage, and then try answering the two questions.

	“Sue, come on! We’re ready to go!” Myra called from downstairs.
	“I’ll be right there,” Sue answered.  She knew Myra, Joe, and Josh were waiting for her.  But she stayed where she was, in her little bedroom at the top of the stairs.  For the tenth time, she looked in the mirror to check out her outfit.  Was she dressed right or were her jeans too causal?  Would Josh be impressed or would be sorry he’d asked her to go out to movies and dinner?
	Now or never, she thought, heading down the stairs.  With relief, Sue saw Josh’s admiring glance.  And she saw that Myra was wearing jeans, too.
	“Hey—you look great!” Josh said as they headed toward the car.

1. What will Sue probably do next?
a. She will go back upstairs to change a few more times.
b. She will go out and enjoy the evening with her friends.
c. She will decide to call other friends and go out with them.
d. She will stay at home and read a book.

2. Which is an appropriate question to ask before reading more of the story?
a. What are Sue’s brothers and sisters doing?
b. Where did Sue buy her jeans?
c. Will Sue’s parents watch television?
d. Will Sue and Josh have a good time?
2
Concept: Main Idea and Supporting Details
Essential Question: How do I analyze informational texts to determine the main idea and supporting details of a passage?
Key Ideas: Expository paragraphs begin with topic sentences.  The purpose of topic sentences is to explain the topic of the paragraph to the reader.  Therefore, all of the details in an expository paragraph should relate to the topic sentence.
Things to Remember: Think about writing a five-paragraph essay in class.  When you make a pitchfork map to plan out your essay, you are making sure that all of your reasons (topics) relate to the main idea of your essay.  Then you have to make sure that all of your examples and explanations inside your body paragraphs relate to your topic sentences.
Sample Questions: Read the passage, and then try answering the two questions.

	Years ago kids in the city played a variety of sidewalk games.  Stickball, played with an old broomstick and a pink rubber ball, was a great favorite.  Other games played with the same kind of ball were box ball and stoop ball.
	Girls, and sometimes boys, played hopscotch.  They drew a diagram according to the rules they had developed.  These games were fun and helped pass the time.  Children’s games have existed for thousands of years.

3. Which sentence supports the main idea?
a. Kids used common, everyday objects to make up sidewalk games.
b. Some kids like to play board games or do word puzzles.
c. Can you think of other sidewalk games?
d. Sometimes we play kickball in gym class.

4. Which sentence from the passage is unnecessary?
a. Girls, and sometimes boys, played hopscotch.
b. Children’s games have existed for thousands of years.
c. Years ago kids in the city played a variety of sidewalk games.
d. Other games played with the same kind of ball were box ball and stoop ball.







3
Concept: Using Text Features
Essential Question: How does interpreting text features help me derive more meaning from an informational text?
Key Ideas: 
Things to Remember: 
Sample Questions: Read the passage, and then try answering the two questions.

	The best place for a chicken coop is on a hill or on a slope where water does not collect when it rains.  Avoid low spots that might flood.  Puddles and muddy ground can lead to sickness among your chickens.
	The more room your chickens have, the happier they will be.  A coop that is 8 feet by 12 feet is big enough for thirty regular-size chickens.  Be sure the roof is high enough for you to stand up inside when you clean the coop.

5. In which chapter would this passage be located?
a. Treating Sick Chickens
b. Housing Your Chickens
c. Chicken Nutrition
d. Breeds of Chickens

6. Which would be the best heading for the passage?
a. Collecting Eggs
b. How to Build a Coop
c. Coop Location and Design
d. Roaming Free



4
Concept: Reading Charts and Graphs
Essential Question: How do I interpret information presented in maps, charts, graphs, time lines, tables, and diagrams?
Key Ideas:
Things to Remember:
Sample Questions:

5
Concept: Ordering Instructions
Essential Question: Why is order important in a set of directions?
Key Ideas:
Things to Remember:
Sample Questions:

6
Concept: Text Structure
Essential Question: How are texts organized and how does that organization help the reader?
Key Ideas:
Things to Remember:
Sample Questions:

