Study Guide: Writing Unit Test
Ms. Robinson, Spring 2012

Students should be able to answer all four of the lesson Essential Questions on the unit map and should be familiar with all of the concepts listed above the EQs.

1
Concept: Graphic Organizers
Essential Question: How do graphic organizers help me think on paper?
Key Ideas: Graphic organizers visually show the relationship of the parts to the whole.
Things to Remember: If the question includes a graphic organizer, read it.  Ask yourself what information it gives you about the text, so you can skim back over the text and find the missing information.  For example, if the center of a web map is already filled in, you have been given the main idea, and should look for a supporting detail that relates to it.
Vocabulary: 
· Hierarchical: Maps like Venn diagrams that compare and contrast two things
· Conceptual: Web maps, for example, that help us remember details
· Sequential: Help us remember orders or steps 
· Cyclical: Show processes with no clear beginning or ending

Sample Question: Read the passage, and then try answering the question.

	A food chain is a series of links between plants and animals. It starts with a plant. The next part of the link is a plant eater. When the prairie plants started to die or be replaced with houses and roads, the animals that depended on them lost their food source. So while the farmers produced more food for people, they broke the animals’ food chain and the animals died or had to move. This was a great mistake. We are paying for that mistake today. And, unfortunately, people still keep making that mistake. They keep breaking the food chains.
A food chain is part of a bigger system called a food web. That web links the living things in an ecosystem. The herbivores in that system depend on the plants. If the plants are removed, the herbivores cannot survive. Then the carnivores, the animals that eat other animals, lose their food, too. Remove just one kind of plant from an environment and you disrupt the food web. Plow up the land and you destroy the whole system. The problem is that there are more and more people and less and less natural habitats.

1. According to the passage, what information belongs in the empty cell?
A. Humans
B. Animals
C. Herbivores
D. Pesticides
2
Concept: Vivid Words
Essential Question: How can I make my writing more vivid and descriptive?
Key Ideas: “Weak words” do not give the reader enough detail and weaken the impact of a piece of writing.  Recognize weak words and replace them with vivid and descriptive synonyms.
Things to Remember: Use descriptive adjectives, vivid and specific nouns and verbs, and avoid using non-specific pronouns like “it” and “she.”  Study the four-square notes on vivid words to remind yourself about specific ways to change writing from vague to vivid.
Vocabulary: 
· Vague: Having an uncertain or unclear meaning.  Unfocused or imprecise.
· Vivid: Having a strong, clear impression on the senses.

Sample Questions: Read the sentences, and then try answering the questions.

2. In the following sentence, which underlined words need to be replaced with more vivid and descriptive words?
Isaac peered at the scraggly dog; he wasn’t very happy.
A. Isaac, peered, dog
B. dog, he, very, happy
C. peered, dog, he
D. scraggly, he, very, happy

3. Which word best replaces the underlined word in the following sentence?
Alice walked quietly into the room, trying not to disturb her sleeping grandmother.
A. Strolled
B. Plodded
C. Tiptoed
D. Stomped









3
Concept: Appropriate Titles
Essential Question: How do I choose the best title?
Key Ideas: Titles are the first part of a text that the reader sees.  Therefore, they should communicate the main idea of the story or passage.
Things to Remember: In addition to relating to the main idea or topic, titles should be engaging (make the reader curious), fit the genre (be appropriately serious or funny), be specific to the topic, and use rhyme, alliteration, or other wordplay if possible.
Vocabulary: 
· Appropriate: Fits the purpose
· Effective: Does a good job

Sample Questions: Read the passage, then try answering the questions below.

Have you ever walked through a cloud of gnats on a hot summer, only to have them follow you? No matter how you swat at them, or even if you run, they won’t leave you alone. If so, then you have something in common with an atom.
Atoms are the building blocks of molecules, which when combined, make up everything. From the smallest one-celled amoeba, to every person who has ever lived, to the largest and brightest stars in the sky, atoms are everywhere.
Even way back in the time of ancient Greece, they wondered about atoms. That’s where the word comes from, ancient Greece. The word A’tomos, when translated into English, means: something that cannot be divided any further. So what’s an atom look like? Up until very recently no one could say one way or another.
Technically we can’t see individual atoms, since there are no microscopes powerful enough. Since technology improves all the time, it may not be long before we can actually see a whole atom through a special microscope. Even though scientists cannot see atoms with microscopes, they have developed ways to detect them and learn about them.
Atoms are made up of three basic parts; protons, neutrons, and electrons. There is a core, or nucleus, and an electron cloud. The nucleus is made up of positively charged protons and neutral neutrons. The nucleus is held closely together by electromagnetic force.
The negatively charged electrons are bound to the nucleus, and zap around it in a cloud. Do you remember the cloud of gnats? The gnats would be the electrons zipping around you, the nucleus.
There are different ways atoms are classified. They can be classified into elements, like oxygen, carbon, or hydrogen. All of the elements known to man so far can be found on the periodic table. The number of protons an atom has decides the chemical element.
The number of electrons defines the atom's chemical properties, like its melting temperature and boiling point.
The study of atoms and tiny particles that are even smaller is called quantum mechanics. Scientists still have much to learn about atoms. Maybe you will enter the study of quantum mechanics and find a brand new element. Maybe they’ll even name it after you!

4. What is the main idea of the passage?
A. The study of atoms is called quantum mechanics.
B. Atoms are the building blocks for life.
C. The nucleus of an atom contains positively and negatively charged parts.
D. You need a microscope to look at an atom.

5. Which would be the most effective title for the passage?
A. Quantum Mechanics
B. Atoms for Dummies
C. What does an Atom Look Like?
D. An Atom Apart
4
Concept: Work-Related Texts
Essential Question: When I communicate at work, how do I choose the best format?
Key Ideas: In the workplace, there are several types of writing that have specific purposes.  If you want to be effective at your job, it is important to think about the reason you are communicating so that you can pick a format that matches your purpose.
Things to Remember: When answering questions about work-related texts, focus on the purpose of the message and the audience.  Ask yourself: is this information intended for just one person or several people?  Is the message formal or informal?
Vocabulary: 
· Memo: Communicates the same message—usually an announcement or notice—to several people.
· Instructions: Provide a step-by-step explanation about how to do something
· Directions: Give information about how to get somewhere (physical location)
· Letter: Formal written communication for one specific person
· E-mail: Usually informal written communication; can be sent to one person or several people
· Report: Written explanation, usually giving results or analyzing data; may also include text features such as charts and graphs

Sample Questions: Read the scenarios, then try answering the questions below.

6. Harold is applying for a job, and wants to impress the president of the company.  Which of the following should he send?
A. A report that he completed for his old company last year.
B. An e-mail saying “Hi, just checking to see if you got my application.”
C. A memo to the president and all other employees at the company.
D. A letter introducing himself and briefly telling why he would be a good employee for the company to hire.

7. Fiona needs to know what she should bring to the company picnic on Saturday. Which of the following should she do?
A. E-mail the person who is organizing the picnic.
B. E-mail her boss and ask her if everyone is bringing the same thing as last year.
C. Memo everyone in the office and ask them what they are bringing.
D. Skip the picnic, and hope that she was not supposed to bring anything important.



Answer Key
1. C
2. B
3. C
4. –
5. –
6. D
7. A
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