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Plagiarism, or Not? 

 

Determine which of the numbered passages illustrates the proper way to paraphrase. 

 

Original Passage 

One might contend, of course, that our country’s biological diversity is so great and the 

land is so developed—so criss-crossed with the works of man—that it will soon be hard to 

build a dam anywhere without endangering some species.  But as we develop a national 

inventory of endangered species, we certainly can plan our necessary development so as 

to exterminate the smallest number possible… 

 

James L. Buckley, “Three Cheers for the Snail Darter,” 

National Review, September 14, 1979: 1144-45. 

 

 

Passage 1 

Our country’s biological diversity is so great and the land is so developed that it will soon be hard to build 

a dam anywhere without endangering some species.  But as we develop a national inventory of 

endangered species, we certainly can plan our necessary development so as to exterminate the smallest 

number possible. 

 

 

 

Passage 2 

Our country’s biological diversity is so great and the land so developed that in the near future we may 

pose a threat to some creature whenever we construct a dam.  By developing a national inventory of 

endangered species, however, we can plan necessary development so as to preserve as many species as 

possible (Buckley 1144). 

 

 

 

Passage 3 

America has so many kinds of plants and animals, and it is so built up, that in the near future we may pose 

a threat to some living thing just by damming some waterway.  If, however, we knew which of our 

nation’s plants and animals were threatened, we could use this information to preserve as many species 

as we can (Buckley 1144). 
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You try it! 

 

Original Passage 

Adoption is the legal act that severs the parental responsibilities and rights of birth 

parents and establishes those responsibilities and rights for the adoptive parents. Throughout 

much of history, adoption served to meet the needs of the adoptive parents and not those of the 

child. Before the Industrial Revolution, children were valued for the productivity they could add to 

the household. As the structure of the American family changed in the 19th century, so did 

adoption. Families became more child-oriented and the needs of the adoptee became the 

primary focus in adoptions.  

       ProQuest Staff. "Topic Overview: Adoption."  

ProQuest LLC. 2012: n.pag. SIRS Issues Researcher. Web.  

 

 

 

(fold along this line to hide the paragraph from your eyes) 

 

 

Write a GOOD paraphrase of the Original Passage above.  Here’s a hint:  Re-read the passage and then hide it 

from your eyes.  Write whatever you can remember from that passage.  If you can’t remember something 

specific, make up something ridiculous to go in its place and then go back and change it once your paraphrase is 

written. 

 

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

               

 

 


