Chemistry I Course Policies

Science Hill High School

Ms. Melissa Phillips

Course Description: As we explore reality through the perspective of science, we will study concepts such as measurement and graphing, atomic structure, electron arrangement, the mole concept with molar mass and Avogadro’s constant, the periodic table and trends, chemical bonding, nomenclature and formula writing, chemical reactions and equations, percent composition, reaction stoichiometry, solutions and concentrations, acids and bases, and the gas laws. Hopefully you will increase your understanding of current explanations for how matter and energy interact as they do at the atomic level. We will also introduce engineering design and principles as part of our state standards for all science curriculums.
Classroom Expectations:  So that all students can learn, and so that the teacher can teach, we use Ms. Phillips’ Classroom Discipline Plan to ensure that we will have an orderly and productive classroom. In addition to these guidelines, the regulations and rules governing student behavior from the Johnson City Schools Code of Conduct and the SHHS student handbook will be in effect at all times.

Required Materials: The student will bring to class every time…

1. Issued copy of student edition textbook, Modern Chemistry.

2. Loose leaf notebook paper in a 3-ring binder with three tabbed dividers to label for required chemistry notebook with a lab portfolio.
3. Scientific calculator with exponent and log functions (graphing functions are not required), estimated cost $8 to $12 at most drug stores.
4. Blue or black ink pens and No. 2 pencils (work, quizzes, and tests receive zero grades if not written in pencil or blue or black ink).

Students will not be permitted to leave the classroom to obtain these items after the tardy bell has rung.  Also due at this time is the $5.00 class lab fee.  

Grading:  Daily grades include assignments and quizzes usually 10-25 points each, labs usually 40 points each, and tests usually 100 points each.  The first term grade is calculated as 50% test average, 35% lab average, and 15% quiz average.  The last term grade is calculated as 40% test average, 25% lab average, 10% quiz average, and 25% exam score.  The assigned letter grade to the numerical grade is based on the established scale for SHHS (100-93 A, 92-85 B, 84-75 C, 74-70 D, below 70 F).  Your final course grade is the average of the two term grades.
Lab Safety:  Always the highest priority for any lab activity is that the student follows safety precautions.  Specific safety issues are reviewed prior to each lab activity.  Failure to observe safety regulations (yes this includes not wearing goggles) and teacher instructions during lab will have these consequences: a five-point deduction from the lab grade and possible removal from lab area to assigned desk.  Additional research and writing in the report may be required to receive credit for missed lab experience. 
Attendance and Effort:  Being in class every day is important to not miss instruction, guided practice with problem-solving, demonstrations, labs, or tests.  Every day the student should take notes in class of definitions, explanations, and solutions to problems.  Every week, at least Monday through Thursday, the student should spend fifteen to thirty minutes study time on this course doing some of these five activities as often as needed to master learning objectives and to prepare for tests…
1. Complete class work assignments like worksheets or lab reports.

2. Review one’s class notes and example problems.

3. Read textbook sections related to class topics in one’s notes (identify page numbers to read by using table of contents or index of topics).

4. Do related practice problems in textbook that are similar to class problems,

5. Answer review questions at end of sections and chapter review in textbook.

Makeup Work: When absent, makeup work is possible within these guidelines…

1. Assignments given prior to the student’s absence are still due upon return.
2. Ask for makeup work upon return if unable to request prior to the absence.

3. Turn in makeup work no later than the following week on “Make up Wednesday”  and before the end of term or the grade is zero.
      5.  Tests and quizzes missed by absence will be taken no later than the following week on “Make up Wednesday” in class and before the end of  term or the grade is zero.  
6. Simulated data will be provided to allow a student to makeup a report if absent from a lab, but additional research and writing in the report may be required to receive full credit for missed lab experience.

A student who is present but does not turn in completed assignments, quizzes, or tests will receive a zero grade.
Hall Passes: Each term every student begins with 4 points available to use two ways.   A point may be used to request a hall pass to leave class after the tardy bell for reasons such as going to the restroom, clinic, or guidance.  Any points not used for hall passes will be redeemed as bonus points added to the student’s final exam score, which is 25% of the last term grade.  A maximum of 8 points could be saved for this bonus.  After 4 points are used for passes each term, the student may still request passes but has no bonus left for the exam score. 
Questions:  Please ask questions during instruction when you do not understand something in class; just raise your hand and wait to be acknowledged by the teacher before you ask.  Also, if you have concerns about your grade or any makeup work for this course, please talk with me at the end of our class period.  Parents and students are encouraged to email me at phillipsm@jcschools.org or to phone SHHS 232-2190 ext 2042 between 1:30 pm and 2:00 pm to check their student’s progress in this course. 
