MANIFEST DESTINY Choice Project:
(60 points)
Objective: To familiarize students with the 19th century idea of “Manifest Destiny” and how this concept led to American expansionism in the modern day Southwest. 
Directions: In addition to our Manifest Destiny Maps our study of Ch#17&18 will include a choice project. Students will create a project which explains how the concept of Manifest Destiny influenced America’s expansion into the modern day Southwest. 

All projects should: 

· Include some type of definition of Manifest Destiny

· While the focus of this project is America’s acquisition of the Southwest students are reminded that history does not occur in a vacuum. 

· Therefore, students are strongly encouraged to deal in some manner with prior American land acquisitions and how they fit in with the overall concept of Manifest Destiny. Students should utilize their Manifest Destiny Maps for a breakdown of these acquisitions. 
· Students should utilize the following Essential and prompting questions to guide their project’s creation

· Incorporate both in-class(notes, films, lectures, readings, etc) and out of class resources (homework, independent research) (see rubric)

Essential Questions:

· What is Manifest Destiny? 

· How did  Manifest Destiny influence 19th Century American Expansion?

· How do you view Manifest Destiny today as compared to how it was viewed in the 1840’s?

Prompting Questions

· Why did the United States want the Southwest Territory? 

· What cultures were affected by the territorial acquisition?

· How did Manifest Destiny impact surrounding cultures?
· How did the idea of Manifest Destiny influence the U.S. government’s attitude towards U.S. citizens becoming citizens of Mexico, in Texas territory?

· How did the idea of Manifest Destiny influence the United States’ decision to annex Texas and consequently provoke a war with Mexico?

PRODUCT OPTIONS* (objectives can be addressed within the same product, or split up, within a combination of products): 

· Five-Seven paragraph essay

· Poem or Song (written or audiotaped) with an explanation of how it fulfills the assignment objectives (also written or audiotaped)

· Powerpoint slideshow

· Charts and Graphs with an explanation of how it fulfills the assignment objectives (written or audiotaped)

· Portrait or sketch: 2 dimensional or 3 dimensional with an explanation of how it fulfills the assignment objectives (written or audiotaped)

· Historical Fiction Journal entries (written or audiotaped)
· Historical Fiction Short Story or Children’s Book or story
· A comic strip

· A report about a key historical figure or figures who were involved in the Southwest Expansion

· A Windows movie maker film 

*Note- These are merely suggestions. Students are welcome to consult with their Social Studies Teacher regarding any other project ideas they may want to explore. 
Important Dates
Friday, April 7th -


Project assigned

Wednesday, April 12th

Rough Draft due – class period devoted 






Working on project

Wednesday, April 26th

Final project due  

MANIFEST DESTINY ASSIGNMENT RUBRIC (60pts)


        Accomplished         Progressing               Basic           Nds. Upgrading

	How well did you explain the extent to which the idea of Manifest Destiny influenced 

19th century American expansionism

X1

	19-20pts
Very clear, very accurate, thorough explanation included…

Of how  ***

was influenced by the idea of Manifest Destiny

*War ___

*Land Buy ___

*Treaties ___
	17-18pts
Clear, accurate, a moderate explanation included…

Of how  ***

was influenced by the idea of Manifest Destiny

*War ___

*Land Buy ___

*Treaties ___

	14-16pts
Acceptable, 

a general explanation included…

Of how  ***

was influenced by the idea of Manifest Destiny

*War ___

*Land Buy ___

*Treaties ___

	0-13pts
Vague, a questionable explanation included…

Of how  ***

was influenced by the idea of Manifest Destiny

*War ___

*Land Buy ___

*Treaties ___


	How well did you

Compare/Contrast

your own personal attitude towards things affected by

Manifest Destiny with 19th century American 

attitudes towards things affected by  Manifest Destiny 

X1

	Very clear, very accurate, thorough explanation included…

Of how your personal thoughts compare to 19th Century attitudes about

Slavery___

Tribes ___

Nationalism __

Politics ___
	Clear, accurate, a moderate explanation included…

Of how your personal thoughts compare to 19th Century attitudes about

Slavery___

Tribes ___

Nationalism __

Politics ___
	Acceptable, 

a general explanation included…

Of how your personal thoughts compare to 19th Century attitudes about

Slavery___

Tribes ___

Nationalism __

Politics ___
	Vague, a questionable explanation included…

Of how your personal thoughts compare to 19th Century attitudes about

Slavery___

Tribes ___

Nationalism __

Politics ___

	How well did you 

Incorporate course resources into your project

X1

	Thorough and very clear incorporation of…

Map ___

Overheads ___

Handouts ___

Textbook___

Other ____
	Moderate and clear incorporation of…

Map ___

Overheads ___

Handouts ___

Textbook___

Other ____
	Acceptable and general incorporation of…

Map ___

Overheads ___

Handouts ___

Textbook___

Other ____
	Vague and unclear incorporation of…

Map ___

Overheads ___

Handouts ___

Textbook___

Other ____
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Total out of 60pts=____________  (Comment) 
