Mrs. Skochko’s September Book Review
Due September 29th by 4th period 
I.  Summarizing
II. Tone
III. Analyzing
IV. Author’s Purpose 
V. Theme
Directions: Please type your review in Times New Roman or Arial, Font size 14.

Heading:  
Name
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 September Book Review 


    
Title of Book
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Class Period


    
Rate your book 1-10 (10 is the highest)

The questions will be about a specific reading strategy.  Write the name of the reading strategy as your heading.  Type your answers according to the question asked.  Be sure your numbers, or headings on your paper, correspond with the numbers to the questions.
1. Summarizing 

Summarizing is when you pick out the most important ideas in the text and keep the writing to a minimum.  You need to write 7-10 complete sentences. Be sure to tell how your book ends.  Don’t Google the answer or copy your answer from any source.  This should be completely from your own brain!
2. Tone 

The author always sets a tone for the book.  This is a reflection of the author’s attitude of the book, characters, and/or events.  What is the overall tone of your book?  As you think about this, support your answer with four examples from your book.

Example:  The tone of A Child Called It is SOMBER.  The author is sad about what happens to David.  This is reflected many times in the book.

1. David recovers from being poisoned.

2. David tells his teachers, and they do not believe him.  

3. All of David’s siblings have abandoned him.

4. David’s father cannot do anything to help him.

3. Analyzing

Analyzing is taking apart information from the text, the word, personal experiences and literary knowledge to gain a better understanding.  Analyzing involves the reader taking on the stance of examiner to determine how the text is organized.  

Consider the following questions when analyzing:

1. When reading the book, was there a time when your thinking changed?  How did it change?  What caused it to change?

2. What does the information in this text mean to you?

3. How does your character change?

You should have three, or more, sentences to answer each question.

Example:  


1. My thinking of Ponyboy changed when he kept telling Randy that he killed Bob.  I began to think that he was either a little crazy or that maybe he did kill Bob and this developed a big twist in the story.  My thinking was changed because throughout the book Ponyboy had been such a strong and sincere character.  I did not think he could lie.

2. This novel really affected me because I have been an “outsider” and I know what it feels like to not fit in with a group of people.  I felt like this text meant more than just a bunch of kids fighting.  I could really relate to the characters and some of their problems.  I really felt sorry for Johnny and Dally because of all they had gone through in their lives.

3. Ponyboy really changed throughout The Outsiders.  Quite a few things happened to him that really caused him to grow up.  He dealt with many things in that week.  Many adults never have to deal with such issues as a close friend dying, a friend being shot, a murder, and arguments with his family members.  
4. Author’s Purpose
An author writes for many reasons.  An author may write to inform, to give you facts or true information about a subject.  An author may also write to entertain, such as in a fiction (untrue) story.  Alternatively, an author may write to persuade or to try to get you to do something. Tell what your author’s purpose was in writing the book. Support your statement with 3 examples and explanations from the story.  

Example: 

S.E. Hinton’s purpose in The Outsiders is to entertain.  She does this by writing the story about a group of teenagers and the tough times they go through.  This story is entertaining because it focuses on real life teens- they are like kids I might know.  For example, many people have had friends that are worse off than them, like Johnny, or in a different group of people, like Cherry. They can relate to these characters in the book.  This story leaves you wondering what will happen to Ponyboy and Johnny.  The main theme of The Outsiders is to tell about social injustice in groups of people.  No matter what, some people will always be on top and have all the breaks, where as there are some good people that never have good luck, even when they deserve it.  

5. Theme

Also, discuss the main idea or theme of the book.  In 5-7 sentences, tell what the main idea or theme of the novel is.  

Example:


The main theme of Flowers for Algernon is equality.   All people in life should be treated equally, no matter their race, gender, or skill level.  It was clear that Charlie was not treated as equally throughout the story.  People made fun of him because of his intelligence level before the surgery and then people were afraid to talk to him after.  Charlie proved that intelligence does not gain friends or happiness with other people, so people should like him for who he is.  Equality is a major issue in our society and it is not fair to judge someone before you really get to know them for who they are.  Kindness and caring are important traits that all people should display.  
