GENERAL INFORMATION  SHEET FOR HONORS PHYSICS

Mrs. Krolikowski  (Mrs. K.)                              QUIA web page:  www.quia.com/pages/molemania2.html







        E mail:  susan.krolikowski@merrimack.k12.nh.us

WELCOME TO THE WORLD OF PHYSICS!   Physics is the mathematical study of the world and the way it works.  Physics is involved in everything you do and see.  Physics is FUN, INTERESTING, UNDERSTANDABLE and does require work and perseverance.  You should experience much success as well as a few minor frustrations.  In order to minimize the frustrations, let's review some guidelines.     

1. MY GOALS FOR THIS COURSE ARE:

· You will develop not only an understanding of physics concepts but also an enjoyment of science. 

· You will maintain your curiosity about the world and become keen observers of the world in order to understand why things happen and the way things work.

· You will understand how physics is integrated into our daily lives. 

· You will be able to write about science.  Good writing is always based on facts. 

· You will find that Physics is FUN!

· You will be able to apply what you have learned to many new situations even those that are not science related.

· You will improve your math, problem solving, reading and writing skills. 

· You will be fully prepared for a college level introductory physics course.

· You will develop and maintain a positive attitude that you can accomplish difficult tasks if taken step by step.

2.  SUPPLIES


CLASS NOTEBOOK - I would suggest that you use a three ring notebook.  If you have a different system that works for you, that is okay.  However, stuffing papers into your textbook is not a system for taking notes.  Bring your notebook to class every day.  Your notebook should contain your safety contract, class notes, handouts, chapter notes (definitions of key vocabulary words, statements of main concepts or ideas, sample problems), homework assignments, corrected tests and quizzes.  It is your choice to set your notebook up by sections or by chronological order or both.   However, always do each HW assignment on a separate piece of paper in case I collect it.     



It is important to have an organized physics notebook.   Every night you should review your notes for accuracy and clarity.  Also, you should highlight important terms and ideas and identify any questions or uncertainties you have on the material.  A five or ten minute review of your notes on a nightly basis could save you hours of cramming the night before a test.  



Good note taking skills include highlighting, marginal notes, cautions on common errors, and emphasizing key words.  The use of flashcards may also help you. 


TEXTBOOK - Please keep your textbook covered.  Remember, your textbook is on loan to you by the school.  If you lose or damage it you will be charged.  Make sure that you record your name and mine (in ink) in your textbook. Please bring your book to class every day. 


CALCULATOR - You will find that an inexpensive scientific calculator (less than $10) will be necessary in this course.  Make sure you can correctly use the exponent button.   

3.  POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

1.  I will follow all of the policies and procedures as outlined in the Merrimack High School Student and Parent Handbook.  I expect you to do the same.


2.  Good attendance and keeping up with your class work and homework are very important keys to success.


3.  EXTRA HELP - I will be after school every day until 3PM (at least).  However, on Wednesday afternoons I will have to attend staff meetings that start approximately at 2:15.  Please do come back for extra help if you have questions.  Many times, an extra 10 minutes after school can clear up the points of confusion.   If you are confused, seek help immediately and do not wait until the quiz or test. Study groups work well for physics classes.  


4.  MAKE-UP - You are responsible for making an appointment with me to make-up missed work.  Almost all make-up work will have to be completed after school.   Your make-up work should be completed ideally within one or two days of you’re absence.   The time to make-up missed labs is the Friday or Monday following the block day. 


5.  HOMEWORK - You must have a system for recording homework assignments.  This system could be in your notebook or in a homework assignment notebook.  If you write assignments on the back of your hand or on the book cover, that does not count as a system.  Problem sets will be assigned for each chapter.  These must be solved using the "Problem Solving Method" and they will be collected on test day.  

You will have a lab report due every week on your lab day.  This will require one to two hours of work outside of class.  Additionally, you should be spending 30 minutes every night on physics.  Check the blackboard for assignments and due dates.  Extra credit points are available for turning in your completed lab reports early.  


I will randomly check to make sure that you are doing your homework.  I will not necessarily grade the homework.  If I am going to collect and grade your homework, I will usually tell you that in advance.  I do expect you to work on the physics problems and only physics problems when class time Is provided for that task.     

LATE WORK:  Problem sets will only be accepted at the beginning of class on test day.  

 You are allowed ONE late lab report per marking period.  There is a 10 point penalty for each day the lab report is late.  


6.  GRADING - Your marking period grade will consist of tests, quizzes, homework, lab reports, class work, and any projects.  Everything that you do counts.  I do not throw out "bad" grades. I do not believe in taking tests over. Tests are weighted at 4.  Quizzes and lab reports are weighted at 2.  Homework and class work is weighted according to the level of difficulty and the quantity of time necessary to complete the assignment.  If you do all of your work and try your best, you should not be worried about your grade.  Generally speaking, I do not believe in extra credit assignments that are done merely to get more points on your final average.  If you do an extra credit assignment for intellectual reasons, that is a different story.  An easy way to earn extra credit is by turning your lab reports in early.   This weighted system results in tests counting roughly 40%, lab work 40% and quizzes 10%, and HW 10%, depending on the number of assignments.  A project is generally counted as a test.  


TESTS will be announced about one week in advance.  QUIZZES will be announced at least one day in advance.  I do not believe in surprise quizzes.  We will spend approximately 2 weeks on each chapter. 

 KEYS TO SUCCESS

· BE A NICE PERSON, respect yourself and others. 

· HAVE A GOOD ATTITUDE, have a desire to succeed.

· BE WILLING TO PUT IN THE TIME AND EFFORT, take pride in your work, always try to do your best. 

 This information is meant as a guide so please save it for future reference.  I am looking forward to a good year.  Please ask questions if you do not understand something. 

