SLESL 101
ENGLISH PRACTICE VIA VIRTUAL WORLDS—LEVEL 1
INSTRUCTOR:  BARBARA MCQUEEN (aka Professor Novelli)
E-MAIL:  bmcqueen2@gmail.com
I. Course Description

This is a basic conversation course for ESL students.  Using the virtual world known as Second Life, we will focus on your ability to communicate ideas in the situations you may find yourself in in the near future.  Students will learn new vocabulary and English idioms and also review basic grammar.  Pronunciation will be addressed when it affects others being able to understand you.  Reading and writing work will usually be done outside of class as homework. 
Attendance…………………………………………………
10%

Punctuality………………………………………………...
  5%

Class participation ………………………………………     20%

Blog posts……………………………………………………     15%
Additional homework …………………………………
15%

Quizzes…………………………………………………….…
15%

Final Exam………………………………………….……….
20%







100%

II.         Course Prerequisites

A. Create a free account at Quia.com 

B. Add the Majmaah University SLESL 101 course to your account using the class code CNEER348
C. Take the course Placement Test on the Quia.com website
D. Take the course Needs and Interest Survey on the Quia.com website
III.       Required Equipment
A. A good quality headset 

B. A up-to-date computer  

C. A reliable Internet connection  

IV.      Resources

A. Quia.com  https://www.quia.com/web
B. SLESL website  http://www.slesl.net/index.html
C. Saudi SL Echoes Blogspot  http://saudislechoes.blogspot.com/
D. SLESL 101 YouTube Channel  https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLna7STDz_DyKLDWwpAP2S_R_FTrMqecxu
V.  Typical Class Work

· Discussions

· Games

· Roleplays

· Simulations

VI.  Typical Home Work

· Blog

· Vocabulary and phrases study

· Grammar assignments

· You Tube video viewing and reacting

VII.       Daily Topics
	Day
	Topics/Activities
	Homework

	1
	Introduction, proficiency checks, small talk practice
	Blog + review vocabulary and phrases for giving directions

	2
	Places and giving directions 
	Blog + Arab fable and questions

	3
	Definition practice
	Blog + Aesop fable machinima and questions.  (Each student chooses a different fable and explains it in the next class.)

	4
	Discussion skills
	Blog + people idioms worksheet

	5
	Cultural clashes
	Blog + time idioms worksheet 

	6
	The past 
	Blog + A Day Made of Glass video and questions

	7
	The future
	Blog + dog at a restaurant video and questions 

	8
	Complaining and responding to complaints
	Blog +  body part idioms worksheet

	9
	Health issues
	Blog + The Untimely Death of Peter Profit and story hand

	10
	Mysteries
	Blog +  sports idioms worksheet

	11
	Sports
	Blog + homonyms worksheet

	12
	Special occasions
	Blog + emotion idioms worksheet

	13
	Public speaking skills
	Blog + “37 Nails” reading and questions

	14
	Negotiating
	Blog + affix chart study

	15
	Affixes
	Blog + study for final

	16
	Review for the final exam
	Blog + take final on Quia.com


VIII.  
Additional Expectations
A. When you are trying to learn a language you must speak it as much as possible.  My goal is to have you speaking at least 80% of our time together.  I will start discussions and activities and then observe and take notes on your English to work on in future classes.  Therefore:
1. Talk, talk, talk.
2. Always answer when you are asked a question.  Usually your answers should be spoken.  Occasionally, I will just ask you to write a word or letter in the chat bar.  
3. Help others and encourage them to speak.
4. Let others finish what they have to say before you start speaking.  
· You can type “next” in the chat bar to let us know you have something to say.
· Or you can type your name on the class board.
B. Plan on doing at least thirty minutes of homework a day for this class.  This is a university credit course, so you are expected to spend time each day outside of class studying.  In addition, memory research shows regular review periods increase recall much more than cramming just before an exam.  Get into the habit.  The biggest reason why students fail is they do not regularly study outside the classroom.
C. Part of your daily homework will be to write on our class blog.  Some ideas on what to write about are listed below.

· What you liked or didn't like about the day’s lesson 
· Something you learned in class that you didn't know before 

· Something else related to the day’s topics or of interest to our class
D. All due dates are firm.  Late work will not be accepted.
E. When you are absent, check our Saudi SL Echoes blog to see what you missed.
F. If you are caught cheating or enabling other students to cheat, you will receive a zero on that assignment or test.  

G. 5 or more unexcused absences from my class during a semester will result in a No Credit grade for the course.  

H. You should have plenty of time before and after our class to take care of personal needs, so don’t leave the computer during our class.

I. If you  have any questions about these procedures or rules or anything else that comes up in class, don’t hesitate to ask me in class or  put it on the blog.  You may also e-mail your comments or questions to me at bmcqueen2@gmail.com.  When you do not understand something or have a strong emotional reaction to something, other students probably do too, so your questions and comments help all of us.  In addition, your opinions and your ability to respectfully express them are of great importance to me.  Useful phrases:
1. I don’t understand.

2. I can’t hear you.

3. Could you repeat that?

4. Could you write that in the chat bar?

5. Can we start?
6. What does . . . mean?

7. Can you help me/us?

8. Excuse me.

9. Can I have a . . . (notecard, hint, few minutes . . .), please?

10. I don’t know.

