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Mr. A. Smisko (SERT)
905-727-3131 ext. 232 or 490

Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School
October 6, 2009
Dear Parents

     Welcome to the new school year.   It is my pleasure to have your son/daughter as part of our Intensive Language Support Program here at Dr. Williams.  I will be supporting your son/daughter specifically in the area of Learning Strategies in semester One and Math in semester 2.  I would quickly like to outline one area of support in which I hope we can work together – assistive technology (laptops).
     As parents of a child with a Learning Disability, I’m sure you are well aware of the need to support them in the area of organization.  I am hoping we can work together in this challenge by expecting regular use of their assigned assistive technology (laptop computers) at home and at school.  Moreover, the use of these SEA Laptops has been deemed mandatory for the success of these students by a psychologist. 

     I will be directly teaching the use of various programs like Microsoft Word, Powerpoint, Excel, Inspiration, and Kurzweil, all currently installed on the laptop.  As well, I will be regularly using my own website (www.quia.com/profiles/asmisko).  As well, we are using Google Calendars and Documents as a regular tool.  Google Calendar allows us to share online our class calendar, homework due dates and important tasks.  Google Documents will be used by myself and the students to save work assignments online and provide me and you with an avenue to give timely feedback.  .Please visit these sites to maintain awareness of our progress in Learning Strategies this semester.  

     It is therefore important for parents to support the following routines at home:

1. Regular charging of laptop batteries.

2. Packing of equipment for travel to school
3. Completion of Homework assignments using the laptop – as opposed to paper/pen.

4. Backup of all homework and assignments on both laptop and USB flash drives

     As we support the use of assistive technology at school and at home, comfort in the use of the equipment will increase.  Laptops may be left in the classroom if there is a computer at home, however it must be at the student’s/parents’ own risk.  
     I look forward to working with you in this matter
Andrew Smisko


