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OBJECTIVES:
1. Students should understand that…
a. A subject is who or what the sentence is about (the thing or person doing the action,) and a predicate is what the subject does.
b. An independent clause contains a subject and a predicate and can stand alone as a complete thought.
c. A subordinate clause contains a subject and a predicate but cannot stand alone as a complete thought. Subordinate clauses can begin with a subordinating conjunction OR a relative pronoun.
d. A simple sentence contains only one independent clause.
e. A compound sentence contains two independent clauses.
f. A complex sentence contains one independent clause and at least one subordinate clause.
g. A compound-complex sentence contains two independent clauses and at least one subordinate clause.
h. A run-on sentence has two or more independent clauses are joined without any punctuation between.
i. A comma splice is when two independent clauses are “spliced” together with a comma but without the necessary coordinating conjunction.
j. A sentence fragment is missing a subject, a predicate, or both.
k. It is incorrect to change verb tenses in a passage without a reason.
l. A verb must match its subject in number (plural or singular.)
m. Three or more items in a list should be separated by commas.
n. Two adjectives that describe a noun in and equal or similar way should be separated by a comma.
o. When a speaker addresses someone by name, which is called a “direct address,” the name should have commas around it.
p. In dates, put a comma after the day and after the year.
q. In a location, there should be a comma after the street name, the city, and after the state.
r. A comma should be used to set off an introductory words or phrases, including transitions.
s. A word or phrase that interrupts an independent clause should have commas before it and after it. This includes an “appositive phrase,” a specific type of interruption that restates or renames a noun.
t. A “non-restrictive” subordinate clause, which does not change or limit the meaning of a sentence, should have commas before and after it. “Which” and “who” often begin non-restrictive clauses, but “that” usually begins a clause that changes the meaning of the sentence.
u. In a compound sentence, when you combine two independent clauses with a conjunction like “and,” “but,” or “or,” you should put a comma before the conjunction and never after.
v. In a complex sentence, if the sentence begins with a subordinate clause, you should put a comma at the end of the subordinate clause before the beginning of the independent clause.
2. Students should be able to…
a. Identify the complete subject and predicate of a sentence
b. Write sentences that contain a subject and a predicate
c. Identify and write examples of independent clauses.
d. Identify and write examples of subordinate clauses.
e. Identify and write examples of simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences.
f. Correctly combine independent clauses.
g. Correctly combine subordinate clauses with independent clauses.
h. Write examples of complex and compound-complex sentences.
i. Correct inappropriate verb tense shifts.
j. Correct sentences that contain errors in subject-verb agreement.
k. Correct sentences and passages that contain comma-use errors with lists, equal adjectives, direct addresses, dates, and locations, introductory words or phrases, interruptions, appositive phrases, non-restrictive clauses, compound sentences, and complex sentences.
l. Write sentences that correctly use commas with lists, equal adjectives, direct addresses, dates, and locations, introductory words or phrases, interruptions, appositive phrases, non-restrictive clauses, compound sentences, and complex sentences.
m. Identify and correct run-on sentences, comma splices, and sentence fragments.
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LITERATURE:
This unit contains example selections from the novel Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen.
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In your own words…

1. What is a subject?
2. What is a predicate?

Where should commas be added or deleted in each sentence?

3. 925 North Collins Street, Arlington Texas is the address of the Dallas Cowboys’ football stadium.
4. Clams, shrimp, and crabs, all live on the seafloor.
5. Listen Hilary you need to start paying attention when I talk to you.

Read the following examples from Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen. What type of sentence is each example (simple, compound, complex, or compound-complex)?

6. The guard had wanted to handcuff Cole, but Garvey took him aside.
7. Every eye in the group had focused on his father, who had turned red and stammered angrily.

Wordplay – Just for fun!
· FOUR-LETTER WORDS: Take the four-letter word below and change one letter to make a new four-letter word (keep it clean!) Then take that word and change one letter to make a new word. Then take that word and… You get the picture.
CATS
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In your own words…

1. What is a run-on sentence?
2. What is a comma splice?
3. What is a sentence fragment?

Choose the verb that has correct subject-verb agreement:

4. A dog and a cat (don’t / doesn’t) get along very well. 
5. All the toys in that box (need / needs) to be repaired.
6. Either you or your friend (is / are) going to have to go. 
7. There (is / are) several days left until the end of the year.

Read the following examples from Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen. Which verb in the passage is the wrong tense?

8. Cole didn’t like someone accusing him. He hated sitting in a room across from the slimeball creep he had used as a punching bag. And he hates being around is parents and the high-priced lawyer they had hired for him.

Wordplay – Just for fun!
· DESCRAMBLER: Try to sort out the five scrambled words below:
OESP     MBSOT     HOHTGU     ATTRPEN     LSEFILES
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In your own words…

1. What is an independent clause?
2. What is a subordinate clause?

Identify each incorrect sentence as a run-on, a comma splice, or a fragment:

3. As soon as my hair dries out, I’ll come over to your house, you can braid it for me. 
4. My cell phone has a built-in camera but it takes terrible pictures I hardly ever use it. 
5. Thinking, as she always does, about what everyone thinks about her. 

Read the following examples from Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen. What type of sentence is each example (simple, compound, complex, or compound-complex)?

6. Cole’s clothing felt damp and stiff when he picked them up from where he’d left them on the shore.
7. Finally, the guard nodded and reluctantly allowed Cole to walk freely during the transfer.

Wordplay – Just for fun!
· COMBINATOR: The vowel combination “oy” almost always makes the sound found in “boy.” List as many words as you can that contain “oy.”





 (
Ten
-
Minute
 
Grammar
Trimester 
Two
 Review
DAY
Four
)





Read the following excerpt from Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen. Then answer the following questions:

(a) Cole started to argue, then he remembered the handful of which hair that he had pulled off the bear. (b) “Want to bet,” he said, reaching for his pants in the bag beside him. (c) Suddenly, he paused. (d) His life had become filled with lies and the more he lied the more he always tried to prove he was right.
1. Is sentence (a) a run-on or a comma splice?
2. How many independent clauses does sentence (b) have?
3. Is sentence (c) a fragment?
4. Where should a comma be added to sentence (d)?

Using the proper proofreading marks, correct the six errors in this excerpt:

Cole hobbles slowly but, without help down the sidewalk leeding away from the hospital no longer does he have full use of his right arm. His many scars made him stiff and limping help ease the pain gnawing at his hip.

Wordplay – Just for fun!
· RHYME THYME: Time to think like a rapper. How many rhymes can you come up with for the following word?
CHERRY
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In your own words…

1. What is an appositive phrase?
2. What are “equal adjective”?

In the following sentences, re-write the predicate so that the verb matches the new subject:

3. Neither one of you plays basketball very well.
Both of you _______________________.
4. Everybody needs to come to the meeting.
Nobody __________________________. 

Read the following examples from Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen. Which verb in the passage is the wrong tense?

5. Cole grimaces. The pain has returned with a vengeance. Rosey saw him wince and gives him another shot.
6. While Cole waited for the medication to dull the pain, Garvey sits upright on his cot and stretched the kinks out of his back. He ran a hand through his tousled hair.

Wordplay – Just for fun!
· CATALOG CREATOR: The prefix “tri-” means “three” and sounds like “try.” How many words can you list that contain this prefix?
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Read the following excerpt from Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen. Then answer the following questions:

(a) Cole’s father had never once visited the hospital, nor had he chosen to be here today. (b) Nobody mentioned him as the group crossed the parking lot toward a parked station wagon. (c) One month after Cole’s return from the island, the police had arrested and formally charged his father with child abuse.
1. What type of sentence is sentence (a)—simple, compound, complex, or compound-complex?
2. How many independent or subordinate clauses does sentence (b) have?
3. What type of sentence is sentence (c)?
4. Why is there a comma after “island” in sentence (c)?

Using the proper proofreading marks, correct the six errors in this excerpt:

Although his Body had begun to heal Cole knew, that many more months of therapy lay ahead. “you’re lucky to be alive and your body will continue to react to the trauma for a long time,” the physical therapist has said. 

Wordplay – Just for fun!
· EIGHT BALL: Create as many words as you can using three or more of the letters below (at least one eight-letter word is possible):
		O M D O T P R E
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1. Give three examples of subordinating conjunctions.
2. Give three examples of relative pronouns.

Where should commas be added or deleted in each sentence?

3. I was born on July, 28 1999 so my birthday always comes during summer vacation.
4. Yesterday I got in trouble in science class the only class I have with my best friend for talking too much.
5. This man, who was accused of a terrible crime was in Spain, all last month; therefore he could not possibly have killed his boss.

Read the following examples from Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen. What type of sentence is each example (simple, compound, complex, or compound-complex)?

6. After I was mauled, when I thought I was going to die, I felt like just a plant or something, like I wasn’t important.
7. I know it doesn’t make any sense, but I realized that I was dying and had never really even lived.

Wordplay – Just for fun!
· FIXER-ROOTER: How many words can you think of that have the same prefix, suffix, or root as the multisyllabic word below?
OUTRAGEOUS	OUT / RAGE / OUS
(shocking in conduct)
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Choose the correct verb to give each sentence subject-verb agreement:

1. A monkey and an orangutan (has / have) very similar DNA.
2. A lighter or a flashlight (is / are) useful during a power outage.
3. The team (practices / practice) every day after school.
4. There (isn’t / aren’t) many days of school left.

Where should commas be added or deleted in each sentence?

5. The police still haven’t caught the person, who mugged me last month which really bugs me.
6. My favorite author is, J.K. Rowling who wrote the Harry Potter books.
7. Carrie, my girlfriend’s older sister doesn’t like me at all.
8. I’m a huge fan of, Suzanne Collins the author that wrote The Hunger Games.

Wordplay – Just for fun!
· ANAGRAM: Rearrange the letters in the nonsense phrase below to create new words that actually make sense.
NEAT ORE HILLTOP
(Hint: Houston, we have a problem)
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In your own words…

1. What is a non-restrictive clause? Can you think of an example?

Where should commas be added or deleted in each sentence?

2. If you will buy my lunch today I will buy your lunch, as soon as I remember my money.
3. My little brother watches Sid the Science Kid which is very educational but I prefer TV shows, that are made for teenagers or adults.
4. My favorite Sesame Street character is Elmo the little red puppet with the cute laugh.

Identify each incorrect sentence as a run-on, a comma splice, or a fragment:

5. Like circus clowns are trained to do.
6. The bloody glove fit perfectly, the man was guilty.
7. Rock climbing is my favorite activity I try to go climbing every summer.

Wordplay – Just for fun!
· FOUR-LETTER WORDS: Take the four-letter word below and change one letter to make a new four-letter word (keep it clean!) Then take that word and change one letter to make a new word. Then take that word and… You get the picture.
HEAL
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NAME: 												PERIOD:

Concepts and Terms
Match the following terms to the best definition:

1. 
2. _____ Subject
3. _____ Predicate
4. _____ Independent  clause
5. _____ Subordinate clause
6. _____ Subordinating conjunction
7. _____ Relative pronoun
8. _____ Subject-verb agreement
9. _____ Direct address
10. _____ Appositive phrase
11. _____ Non-restrictive clause


A. A complete thought with a subject and a predicate
B. When a speaker calls a person by name
C. A thought that has a subject and a predicate but can’t stand alone as a complete sentence
D. Who or what a sentence is about 
E. Words like “That,” “Which,” and “Who” that often begin subordinate clauses
F. What the subject does (or is); the action of the sentence
G. A phrase that restates or renames a noun
H. When a noun and a verb are the same in number; in other words, if the verb is plural, the noun is also plural
I. A word (or phrase) like “Because” or “As soon as” that makes a clause sound incomplete on its own
J. A clause, usually starting with “Which” or “Who.” that could be left out of a sentence and must have commas before and after it



Subjects and Predicates
Which answer identifies the subject of each sentence?

12. The young basketball star couldn’t see the point of practicing any longer.
a. star couldn’t see
b. the point of practicing any longer
c. the young basketball star
13. To everyone’s surprise, the jury’s verdict came back as “guilty.”
a. the jury’s verdict
b. everyone’s surprise
c. came back as “guilty”
14. The Declaration of Independence is a very important historical document.
a. a very important historical document
b. the Declaration of Independence
c. Independence is very important

Which answer identifies the predicate of each sentence?

15. Mom and Dad thought about my idea of joining the Peace Corps.
a. Mom and Dad thought about my idea
b. thought about my idea of joining the Peach Corps
c. joining the Peace Corps
16. Young Abraham Lincoln went to school in a log schoolhouse.
a. Young Abraham Lincoln went to school
b. in a log schoolhouse
c. went to school in a log schoolhouse
17. Deep in an uncharted cave, researchers from New Zealand discovered something terrifying.
a. in an uncharted cave
b. discovered something terrifying deep in an uncharted cave
c. researchers from New Zealand

UNDERLINE the complete subject of the following sentence:

18. My great grandma makes the best pasta dishes.

UNDERLINE the complete predicate of the following sentence:

19. The alligator’s dangerously sharp teeth snapped shut.

Add a subject to the following sentence:

20. __________________________________________ exploded and destroyed everything around it.

Add a predicate to the following sentence:

21. The third donkey from the left __________________________________________ .


Independent and Subordinate Clauses
Which answer identifies the INDEPENDENT clause in each sentence?

22. Brian was a photographer who traveled into space to take pictures.
a. into space to take pictures
b. who traveled
c. Brian was a photographer
23. When he arrived on a new planet, he looked for a nice landscape shot.
a. he looked for a nice landscape shot
b. When he arrived on a new planet
c. a nice landscape shot on a new planet

Which answer identifies the SUBORDINATE clause in each sentence?

24. He discovered a giant alien monster that had massive teeth and really bad breath.
a. He discovered a giant alien monster
b. that had massive teeth and really bad breath
c. a giant alien monster that had massive teeth
25. As soon as Brian got back to his spaceship, he tried to take off.
a. As soon as
b. he tried to take off
c. As soon as Brian got back to his spaceship

Are the following examples INDEPENDENT clauses (answer YES or NO)?

26. ______ Had been raining all night long.
27. ______ Bob fixes computers for a living.

Are the following examples SUBORDINATE clauses (answer YES or NO)?

28. ______ After I got home from school
29. ______ Before the beginning of the school year

Circle the subordinating conjunction in each sentence:

30. After the team practiced for three hours, Jared was exhausted.
31. I’m not talking to you anymore if you don’t apologize to me.

Circle the relative pronoun in each sentence:

32. We had to go back home for a minute, which wasn’t part of the plan.
33. Steven Spielberg, who directed Jurassic Park and Indiana Jones, is my favorite director.

Add something to complete the following independent clauses:

34. David, the kid from my science class, _________________________________________________ .

Turn the bold independent clause into a subordinate clause:

35. _________________ the lights dimmed and the movie started, I had to go to the bathroom.


Sentence Types
Match each sentence type to its definition:

36. 
37. _____ Simple Sentence
38. _____ Compound Sentence
39. _____ Complex Sentence
40. _____ Compound-Complex
 Sentence
A. Two independent clauses and no subordinate clauses
B. One independent clause and at least one subordinate clauses
C. One independent clause and no subordinate clause
D. Two or more independent clauses and at least on subordinate clause


Identify each sentence as SIMPLE, COMPOUND, COMPLEX, or COMPOUND-COMPLEX:

41. __________________ Jake wanted to buy a new video game, and he didn’t care that his dad told him he couldn’t.
42. __________________ First of all, my car is the coolest thing in the world.
43. __________________ When I was younger, I didn’t know how to do my own laundry.
44. __________________ She thought about eating a piece of birthday cake, but it had way too much purple frosting on it.
Which sentence is SIMPLE (Circle A or B)?

45. A. Even though it embarrassed her, Carrie sent the text message.
B. Without even thinking about it, Carrie sent the text message.
46. A. We need to get everything set up before the beginning of the party.
B. We need to get everything set up before the guests arrive.

Which sentence is COMPOUND (Circle A or B)?

47. A. The giant lizard went on a rampage, and it had destroyed half of the city before dawn.
B. The giant lizard went on a rampage, destroying half of the city before dawn.
48. A. We got a new pet dog that knows how to do a lot of cool tricks.
B. We got a new pet dog; he knows how to do a lot of cool tricks.

Which sentence is COMPLEX (Circle A or B)?

49. A. To survive a zombie apocalypse, the key is to carry plenty of ammunition.
B. If you want to survive a zombie apocalypse, the key is to carry plenty of ammunition.
50. A. I ate four cheeseburgers, and then I finally got full.
B. I ate four cheeseburgers before I finally got full.
Which sentence is COMPOUND-COMPLEX (Circle A or B)?

51. A. Whenever I lose my car keys, I just have my dog look for them, and he always finds them.
B. I lose my car keys often, but I just have my dog, Max, find them for me.
52. A. Because my computer is constantly malfunctioning, I got a brand new one yesterday that I found for a great deal on the internet.
B. My computer is constantly malfunctioning, but yesterday I got a brand new one that I found for a great deal on the internet.

Add something to make the correct sentence type:

53. SIMPLE SENTENCE: At the age of five, _________________________________________________ .
54. COMPOUND SENTENCE: I feel exhausted, ______________________________________________ .
55. COMPLEX SENTENCE: My friend decided to try out for the school musical ___________________ ______________________________________________________________ .
56. COMPOUND-COMPLEX SENTENCE: When my cousins first arrived, we got along great, ________ ______________________________________________________________ .
Verb Problems
Choose the correct pronoun from the pair of options:

57. All the letters in that box (A. need / B. needs) to be thrown away.
58. Either my mom or my dad (A. pick / B. picks) me up every day.
59. My family (A. has / B. have) a lot of problems.
60. Jessica and her sister (A. wasn’t / B. weren’t) at school today.
61. There (A. is / B. are) many things you still need to learn.

In the following sentences, re-write the predicate so that the verb matches the new subject:

62. All of you are going to become zombies.
Each one you _________________________________.
63. Every student eats lunch at school.
Some students _____________________________.
Which verb in the paragraph is the wrong tense (circle A, B, or C)?

64. [bookmark: _GoBack]I walk to the bus stop and wait for the bus to arrive. But the driver shows (A) up late and then skips my stop altogether. I run (B) down the street, but the bus was (C) already gone.
65. Jesse goes (A) to football practice and worked hard. But Coach said, “Jesse, you have (B) missed too many practices lately. You won’t be able to play in the game this week.” Jesse thought the coach was (C) being unfair, but he decided to just keep working hard.

Read the paragraph below, and pay attention to the underlined verbs. Then rewrite the verbs to fix any incorrect tense shifts (if it’s already correct, write CORRECT):

I started the test and try to answer all the questions. But the test was very difficult and had over one hundred questions. I thought I have done really poorly, but then I got my test back and saw the big “A” on top, and I said to myself, “I will pass this class now!”
66. try = __________________
67. have = __________________
68. will pass = __________________

Comma Rules
Which sentence is punctuated correctly (circle A, B, or C)?

69.   A. February 14, 2011, was the best Valentine’s Day ever!
  B. February, 14 2011, was the best Valentine’s Day ever!
  C. February 14, 2011 was the best Valentine’s Day ever!

70.   A. The Sears Tower is located at 233, South Wacker Drive, Chicago Illinois.
  B. The Sears Tower is located at, 233 South Wacker Drive Chicago, Illinois.
  C. The Sears Tower is located at 233 South Wacker Drive, Chicago, Illinois.

71.   A. Jake played the drums Kimball played the bass and Preston played the guitar.
  B. Jake played the drums, Kimball played the bass, and Preston played the guitar.
  C. Jake played the drums Kimball played the bass and Preston played the guitar.

72.   A. Vegetables, are according to my mother, the most important part of the meal.
  B. Vegetables are, according to my mother, the most important part of the meal.
  C. Vegetables are according to my mother, the most important part, of the meal.

73.   A. Dinosaurs, are very interesting and, the museum is the best place to learn about them.
  B. Dinosaurs are very interesting and, the museum, is the best place to learn about them.
  C. Dinosaurs are very interesting, and the museum is the best place to learn about them.

74.   A. As the other ballerinas, took the stage Dori felt very nervous, because she wasn’t ready.
  B. As the other ballerinas took the stage, Dori felt very nervous because she wasn’t ready.
  C. As the other ballerinas took the stage, Dori felt very nervous because, she wasn’t ready.

Do the two bold words in each example need a comma between them (answer YES or NO)?

75. ______ I need to talk to you about your video game addiction Jason.
76. ______ I think Hilary should stop being so rude to my sister.
77. ______ Your friend is an obnoxious inconsiderate person.
78. ______ Stay away from the mysterious, dangerous island on the old pirate map.
79. ______ I had a lot of respect for Steve Jobs who died in 2011.
80. ______ I need to check out a book that talks about the Great Depression.

Where should a comma be ADDED in each sentence?

81. Thankfully I have cooking, woodshop, and economics with my friends this trimester.
a. after “economics”
b. after “Thankfully”
c. after “friends”

82. John Lennon died on December 8, 1980 in Manhattan, New York.
a. after “1980”
b. after “Lennon”
c. after “on”

83. I asked Mike Perkins, the boy from my English class to help me with my essay.
a. after “asked”
b. after “boy”
c. after “class”

Where should a comma be DELETED in each sentence?

84. I, therefore, would be happy to stay home with you, if you don’t want to go to the party.
a. between “you” and “if”
b. after “I”
c. after “therefore”

85. Every night, my sister snores, when she sleeps, which drives me nuts.
a. after “night”
b. after “snores”
c. after “sleeps”

86. That ugly, flea-ridden dog was lost, but someone returned him on December, 24.
a. after “ugly”
b. after “December”
c. after “lost”
Sentence Errors
Match each sentence type to its definition:

87. 
88. _____ Run-on sentence
89. _____ Comma splice
90. _____ Sentence fragment
A. Two independent clauses with only a comma between them
B. An incomplete thought missing a subject, a predicate, or both
C. Two or more independent clauses without any punctuation between them


Identify each example as a run-on sentence (RO), comma splice (CS), sentence fragment (F), or correct sentence (OK):

91. ______ Dr. Seuss was a very famous author he wrote many best-selling stories for children.
92. ______ Because of my F on that test, my grade has dropped to a D; Mom and Dad are upset.
93. ______ I have read that book six times now, it just keeps getting better every time.
94. ______ “Angry Birds” is the stupidest game ever invented I spend a ton of time playing it.
95. ______ The restaurant on the corner is still open. Even after midnight. 

Which answer fixes in the incorrect sentence?

96. Sleeping lazily on the couch all afternoon.
a. Add a comma after “couch”
b. Add “My brother was” before “sleeping”
c. Change “Sleeping” to “Slept”

97. There’s a new computer program that will translate anything you say into Spanish but it speaks with a terrible accent.
a. Add a comma between “Spanish” and “but”
b. Add a comma between “program” and “that”
c. Delete the word “but”

98. If you ever lose your credit card, remember to call the bank and ask them to cancel the account, this should keep a thief from using your card.
a. Delete the comma after “card”
b. Delete the comma after “account” 
c. Put a period after “account” and capitalize “This”

99. Before school had even started. Edward was already sitting in the principal’s office.
a. Add a comma after “Edward”
b. Change the period after “started” to a comma
c. Add a comma after “Before” 



Use the editing marks below to correct the following sentence errors:

Insert a comma					Capitalize a letter 

Insert a semi-colon				Make a letter lowercase
 (
and
)
Insert a period					Insert a word

Delete something


100. I want to learn how to drive a racecar.  Like a famous NASCAR driver.
101. My DVD player is broken the only movie it will play is Star Wars.
102. The sweater looks great on you, it’s on sale for a great price.
103. Without trying to.  She had knocked the burglar out by slamming the door he was lying unconscious in the hall.
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Concepts and Terms
Match the following terms to the best definition:

104. 
1. _____ Subject
2. _____ Predicate
3. _____ Independent  clause
4. _____ Subordinate clause
5. _____ Subordinating conjunction
6. _____ Relative pronoun

7. _____ Subject-verb agreement
8. _____ Direct address
9. _____ Appositive phrase
10. _____ Non-restrictive clause
A. Who or what a sentence is about 
B. What the subject does (or is); the action of the sentence
C. A complete thought with a subject and a predicate
D. A thought that has a subject and a predicate but can’t stand alone as a complete sentence
E. A word (or phrase) like “Because” or “As soon as” that makes a clause sound incomplete on its own
F. Words like “That,” “Which,” and “Who” that often begin subordinate clauses

G. When a noun and a verb are the same in number; in other words, if the verb is plural, the noun is also plural
H. When a speaker calls a person by name
I. A phrase that restates or renames a noun
J. A clause, usually starting with “Which” or “Who.” that could be left out of a sentence and must have commas before and after it


Subjects and Predicates
Which answer identifies the subject of each sentence?

11. The young basketball star couldn’t see the point of practicing any longer.
a. the point of practicing any longer
b. the young basketball star

12. The Declaration of Independence is a very important historical document.
a. a very important historical document
b. the Declaration of Independence

Which answer identifies the predicate of each sentence?

13. Young Abraham Lincoln went to school in a log schoolhouse.
a. Young Abraham Lincoln went to school
b. went to school in a log schoolhouse

14. Deep in an uncharted cave, researchers from New Zealand discovered something terrifying.
a. discovered something terrifying deep in an uncharted cave
b. Deep in an uncharted cave, researchers from New Zealand

UNDERLINE the complete subject of the following sentence:

15. The alligator’s dangerously sharp teeth snapped shut.

Add a subject to the following sentence:

16. __________________________________________ exploded and destroyed everything around it.

Add a predicate to the following sentence:

17. The third donkey from the left __________________________________________ .


Independent and Subordinate Clauses
Which answer identifies the INDEPENDENT clause in each sentence?

18. Brian was a photographer who traveled into space to take pictures.
a. into space to take pictures
b. Brian was a photographer

19. When he arrived on a new planet, he looked for a nice landscape shot.
a. he looked for a nice landscape shot
b. When he arrived on a new planet

Which answer identifies the SUBORDINATE clause in each sentence?

20. He discovered a giant alien monster that had massive teeth and really bad breath.
a. He discovered a giant alien monster
b. that had massive teeth and really bad breath

21. As soon as Brian got back to his spaceship, he tried to take off.
a. he tried to take off
b. As soon as Brian got back to his spaceship

Are the following examples INDEPENDENT clauses (answer YES or NO)?

22. ______ Had been raining all night long.
23. ______ Bob fixes computers for a living.

Circle the subordinating conjunction in this sentence:

24. I’m not talking to you anymore if you don’t apologize to me.

Circle the relative pronoun in this sentence:

25. Steven Spielberg, who directed Jurassic Park and Indiana Jones, is my favorite director.

Add something to complete the following independent clauses:

26. David, the kid from my science class, _________________________________________________ .

Turn the bold independent clause into a subordinate clause:

27. _________________ the lights dimmed and the movie started, I had to go to the bathroom.


Sentence Types
Identify each sentence as SIMPLE, COMPOUND, COMPLEX, or COMPOUND-COMPLEX:

28. First of all, my car is the coolest thing in the world.
a. Complex
b. Simple

29. Jake wanted to buy a new video game, and he didn’t care that his dad told him he couldn’t.
a. Compound-complex
b. Compound

30. When I was younger, I didn’t know how to do my own laundry.
a. Compound
b. Complex

31. She thought about eating a piece of birthday cake, but it had way too much purple frosting.
a. Compound
b. Compound-complex

Which sentence is SIMPLE (Circle A or B)?

32. A. Even though it embarrassed her, Carrie sent the text message.
B. Without even thinking about it, Carrie sent the text message.

Which sentence is COMPOUND (Circle A or B)?

33. A. The giant lizard went on a rampage, and it had destroyed half of the city before dawn.
B. The giant lizard went on a rampage, destroying half of the city before dawn.

Which sentence is COMPLEX (Circle A or B)?

34. A. To survive a zombie apocalypse, the key is to carry plenty of ammunition.
B. If you want to survive a zombie apocalypse, the key is to carry plenty of ammunition.

Which sentence is COMPOUND-COMPLEX (Circle A or B)?

35. A. Whenever I lose my car keys, I just have my dog look for them, and he always finds them.
B. I lose my car keys often, but I just have my dog, Max, find them for me.

Add something to make the correct sentence type:

36. SIMPLE SENTENCE: At the age of five, _________________________________________________ .
37. COMPOUND SENTENCE: I feel exhausted, ______________________________________________ .
38. COMPLEX SENTENCE: My friend decided to try out for the school musical ___________________ ______________________________________________________________ .
39. COMPOUND-COMPLEX SENTENCE: When my cousins first arrived, we got along great, ________ ______________________________________________________________ .

Verb Problems
Choose the correct pronoun from the pair of options:

40. All the letters in that box (A. need / B. needs) to be thrown away.
41. Either my mom or my dad (A. pick / B. picks) me up every day.
42. Jessica and her sister (A. wasn’t / B. weren’t) at school today.
43. There (A. is / B. are) many things you still need to learn.

In the following sentences, re-write the predicate so that the verb matches the new subject:

44. All of you are going to become zombies.
Each one you _________________________________.

Which verb in the paragraph is the wrong tense (circle A, B, or C)?

45. I walk to the bus stop and wait for the bus to arrive. But the driver shows (A) up late and then skips my stop altogether. I run (B) down the street, but the bus was (C) already gone.

Read the paragraph below, and pay attention to the underlined verbs. Then rewrite the verbs to fix any incorrect tense shifts (if it’s already correct, write CORRECT):

I started the test and try to answer all the questions. But the test was very difficult and had over one hundred questions. I thought I have done really poorly, but then I got my test back and saw the big “A” on top, and I said to myself, “I will pass this class now!”
46. try should be:
a. tried
b. tries

47. have should be:
a. have
b. had

48. will pass should be:
a. will pass
b. had passed


Comma Rules
Which sentence is punctuated correctly (circle A, B, or C)?

49.   A. The Sears Tower is located at 233, South Wacker Drive, Chicago Illinois.
  B. The Sears Tower is located at 233 South Wacker Drive, Chicago, Illinois.

50.   A. Vegetables, are according to my mother, the most important part of the meal.
  B. Vegetables are, according to my mother, the most important part of the meal.
51.   A. As the other ballerinas took the stage, Dori felt very nervous because she wasn’t ready. 
  B. As the other ballerinas, took the stage Dori felt very nervous, because she wasn’t ready.

Do the two bold words in each example need a comma between them (answer YES or NO)?

52. ______ I need to talk to you about your video game addiction Jason.
53. ______ Stay away from the mysterious, dangerous island on the old pirate map.
54. ______ I had a lot of respect for Steve Jobs who died in 2011.
55. ______ I need to check out a book that talks about the Great Depression.

Where should a comma be ADDED in each sentence?

56. Thankfully I have cooking, woodshop, and economics with my friends this trimester.
a. after “economics”
b. after “Thankfully”

57. John Lennon died on December 8, 1980 in Manhattan, New York.
a. after “1980”
b. after “Lennon”

58. I asked Mike Perkins, the boy from my English class to help me with my essay.
a. after “boy”
b. after “class”

Where should a comma be DELETED in each sentence?

59. I, therefore, would be happy to stay home with you, if you don’t want to go to the party.
a. between “you” and “if”
b. after “I”

60. That ugly, flea-ridden dog was lost, but someone returned him on December, 24.
a. after “ugly”
b. after “December”


Sentence Errors
Identify each example as a run-on sentence (RO), comma splice (CS), sentence fragment (F), or correct sentence (OK):

61. ______ Because of my F on that test, my grade has dropped to a D; Mom and Dad are upset.
62. ______ I have read that book six times now, it just keeps getting better every time.
63. ______ “Angry Birds” is the stupidest game ever invented I spend a ton of time playing it.
64. ______ Even after midnight. The restaurant on the corner is still open. 

Which answer fixes in the incorrect sentence?

65. There’s a new computer program that will translate anything you say into Spanish but it speaks with a terrible accent.
a. Add a comma between “Spanish” and “but”
b. Add a comma between “program” and “that”

66. If you ever lose your credit card, remember to call the bank and ask them to cancel the account, this should keep a thief from using your card.
a. Delete the comma after “card”
b. Put a period after “account” and capitalize “This”

67. Before school had even started. Edward was already sitting in the principal’s office.
a. Add a comma after “Edward”
b. Change the period after “started” to a comma



Use some of the editing marks below to correct the following sentence errors:

Insert a comma					Capitalize a letter 

Insert a semi-colon				Make a letter lowercase
 (
and
)
Insert a period					Insert a word

Delete something


68. I want to learn how to drive a racecar.  Like a famous NASCAR driver.
69. My DVD player is broken the only movie it will play is Star Wars.
70. The sweater looks great on you, it’s on sale for a great price.
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