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Chinese Calligraphy
“Ancient for Everyday Use”
[image: C:\Users\Mary Slider\Pictures\My Scans\Scan_Pic0002.bmp]










History:   Fine artwork has been a tradition in China from as early as 4000 BC. (Schuman).  The development of the arts was not interrupted by the rise and fall of dynasties, but the skills were honed and developed through the years.  The earliest surviving artwork was in bronze, clay, stone, jade and turquoise.   Writing appeared in the  Shang Dynasty about the 17th  century BC on shells and stone.  
Assignment: 
First:  You will recreate “Ancient for Everyday Use” in well-practiced Chinese Calligraphy brush strokes.  
Second:  Your second part of this assignment will be to use Chinese painting/brush strokes to illustrate a short quote or poem, handwritten by you.  Do use Haiku or a very short quote.  The imagery you use should be reflected in the words you choose.  Consider the Chinese symbols on page 3 for your own unique signature
1. First day:  Review what makes a good layout on paper with class.  Practice the basic strokes of “Ancient for Everyday Use” on newsprint with Chinese or Round brush and India ink in various dilutions with water.
2. Recreate “Ancient for Everyday Use” on your own piece of white 6 x 18” paper by 
1. Carefully following the measurement requirements below for your final layout.  Do not apply ink until you have shown your layout in pencil to Mrs. Slider (5/20 pts).
2.  Keep practice newsprint handy to practice your strokes/control your ink quality before you apply the brush strokes to your final page.
3. You will be graded on the following criteria:  
i. Practice on newsprint
ii. Measuring and layout of final page
iii. Handling of materials and brushes with respect, retrieving materials and proper clean-up
iv. Final product (15/20 points)
4. Chinese brush painting of poem or quote – 20 points
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Here is the Chinese name for Kirsten: 
Find you own name at 
http://chineseculture.about.com/library/name/blname.htm 
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Fig. 5-7. Vee-Ling Edwards shows several different styles of
calligraphy to a fifth-grade class.

For Today Use.” Before beginning, discuss the
meaning of these words with the class. Two
possible interpretations are: “Don’t discard the
past as there are lessons to learn from history,”
and “We build on our heritage, using what
others have learned before us.”

Use a 1" brush that comes to a fine point.
The brush should be held straight up and
down, as in Fig. 5-8. Dip the brush in India ink
and practice drawing thin or heavy lines by
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Fig. 5-8. Vee corrects Nora’s calligraphy and demonstras=
the correct way to hold the brush.

applying more or less pressure on the tip of =
brush. The lines in each character are alw
made in a certain order and direction. The s=
dents begin with the character at the top.
progression of strokes and the direction
which each stroke is made are shown at =
right of each character. Make a large chart
newsprint so that the students can see the st=
clearly. Point out to students the variation
line thickness made possible only by using
brush. Try to put life into ¢

strokes.
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Fig. 5-9. The calligraphy in the colum=
the left reads, “Ancient For Today Uss™
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The steps for making each character 2=
given at the right. They are always mas
in a certain order and direction.
Calligraphy for this chart, and elsew&e
in this project, by Vee-Ling Edwards.
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