Ag. Mechanics and Basic Plant Science

Course #8006

2008-2009
Instructor:  
Sarah Scyphers
Hours:       
7:30a.m. -3:30p.m.

Phone:       
739-4019
E-Mail:

sscyphers@wcs.k12.va.us
Unit I


Orientation

- Identify department policies and rules as related to the operation of the classroom and shop.
- Identify housekeeping duties.
- Identify course objectives and competencies.

- Understand the components of agricultural education.

Unit II


Career Opportunities
-  Identify possible careers in agriculture.

-  Identify careers on and off farm environments.

-  Determine local career opportunities.

-  Prepare a report on a career opportunity in agriculture.

-  Prepare a resume.

Unit III


Leadership Training and/or FFA Activities

-  Identify responsibilities of FFA membership.
-  Identify FFA responsibilities of FFA officers.

-  Demonstrate parliamentary procedure.

-  Identify occupational experience opportunities.

-  Keep records and plan a SAE project.

-  Present a class discussion.

Unit IV


Wood Working

-  Identify safe practices while working in the Agricultural shop.
-  Identify safe practices while working with wood working hand tools.

-  Identify different methods of cleaning and preparing wood.

-  Identify different methods of fastening wood.

-  Identify different methods of preparing and finishing wood.

-  Complete a wood working project.

Unit V


Forestry and Natural Resources

- Describe methods of conserving natural resources.
- Discuss various types of wildlife.

- Plan a wildlife food plot.

- Identify Virginia’s forest trees.

- Discuss methods of preventing forest fires.

Unit VI

Soils

-  Investigate the importance of soil types.

-  Analyze soil structure, texture, color, and conservation practices.
-  Take soil samples.
Unit VII

Welding
-  Identify welding tools, equipment, and supplies.
-  Demonstrate safe use of arc welding and oxy-fuel welding equipment.
-  Complete assigned tasks in arc and gas welding.
-  Complete a welding project

Unit VIII

Plant Science
- Identify methods of plant reproduction.

- Identify environmental requirements for plant growth.

- Identify basic parts of a plant.

- Determine plant nutrient requirements.

- Identify types of fertilizers.

- Identify types of insects, diseases, weeds, and other pests.

     This syllabus is an outline of what will be covered in class.  We may not follow the schedule above in the order presented.

Evaluation:

Approximately 50% of class will be in the classroom in which quizzes and tests will be used to evaluate student progress.  The other 50% percent will be laboratory work in which a daily grade will be given for work ethics and cleanup and project grades will be given once a week.

Grading:

Quizzes

10%

Tests


25%

Shop


20%   

Projects

30%

Exams


15%

Make Up:

If you miss school, you are responsible for all missed work.  You will have five days to make up any missed homework assignments, quizzes and tests.  After which grades will be recorded as zeroes. Remember it is your responsibility to come to me to receive missed work or material. 
Rules & Regulations:

· Respect peers, guests, and teacher

· Be prepared for class and ready to start when the bell rings

· Follow all safety guidelines in the classroom and lab settings

· Do not have your cell phone on during class

· No tobacco in class, lab or field trips!!!

· Do your own work

· All other school rules will be enforced!

What to bring to class:

· 3-ring binder

· Writing Utensils

· FFA Dues ($12)
