
A Separate Peace—Short Essay Responses (take home)    	CHOOSE 3 to ANSWER 

(You need to answer each of the following with a minimum of 1 paragraph (more is encouraged and will probably help you earn additional points)…put these on a separate sheet of paper, please. Be sure to have a TOPIC sentence, specific support for your topic sentence in the body of the paragraph, and a concluding statement. Also, use transitions!!! )

46. Considering Gene’s descriptions of the events in the novel, his descriptions of Finny, and his descriptions of their relationship, argue whether or not Finny is a good friend to Gene or would Gene be better off without Finny in his life. What statement is Knowles making about friendship? Were they ever really friends?


47.  Competition and rivalry play a large role in the novel. Considering the relationship between Gene and Finny, discuss whether or not competition between peers is a healthy or unhealthy thing. What are the dangers of competition/rivalry? Use specific examples from the book. 


48.  There is quite a bit of symbolism in the novel. There is symbolism relating to the characters’, relating to the war, etc. For this essay, choose one area of symbolism or one symbolic thing in the novel (a character, a setting, an event, etc) and explore the significance of the symbolism. If you choose this option you need to address the significance and statement Knowles is making through the symbolism- do not simply show that it is present.


49.  Throughout the book, Gene is associated with bitterness, rivalry, complicacy, and competence. In contrast, Finny is associated with strength, power, goodness, and excellence. Yet, it is Finny who dies and Gene who lives. Considering both characters, write a response about the strengths and weaknesses in both boys (arguing who is the weaker character). Consider the statement Knowles is making about strength and survival through these young men. What does it take to survive in a modern world?


50. Describe one of the themes in A Separate Peace. Choose a theme that is explored in the novel and applies to the book on a universal level. Explain how this theme is relevant to the novel and its characters. Also explain how this theme may apply to everyday life. 


Make sure you check your paragraphs for the following (your grade depends on it)…
1. Answer all parts of the question.
1. Restate the question.
1. Use nouns before you use pronouns (i.e., use names before you use he/she/it/they).
1. Use complete sentences (avoid starting sentences with: because; so; but; and; that). 
1. Does it have examples?
1. Does it have vocabulary for the chapter?
1. Use proper capitalization and punctuation.

