English 10—Writing Workshop #1:  					The Biographical Narrative
You will be writing a biographical narrative on a person who is/has been significant in your life. This is a process paper and will require various steps, drafts, and detailed procedures. It is important that you carefully follow directions, attend class and complete portions of the assignment promptly (so you do not fall behind). 

Tentative Assignment Breakdown:  (Note—dates and assignments listed below are tentative. Mrs. Simmons reserves the right to adjust due dates and assignment details when necessary. Attend class and check QUIA for updates! Any changes to the schedule are your responsibility.)
· Step 1: Prewriting & Planning						20pts			Due: 9/26/12
(Includes class notes, pre-write chart, paragraph on topic selection)

· Step 2: Thesis & Attention Grabber					20pts			Due: 9/28/12
(Includes class notes, your thesis, sample thesis, revised thesis, attention grabber)

· Step 3: Formal Outline 							30pts			Due: 10/1/12

· Step 4: Rough Draft							50pts			Due: 10/5/12

· Step 5: Peer Editing/Revising Activities					20pts			Due: 10/10/12

· Step 6: Final Draft Submission						30pts			Due: 10/12/12
(Hard copy of step 6 + steps 1-5, electronic copy to turnitin.com) 

TOTAL:									170pts		 		

** Each step will be graded individually as we work through the process. Pay attention to the above due dates so that you do not end up with late work. In addition to the hard copy, the FINAL DRAFT must be submitted to www.turnitin.com by midnight 10/12/12. No exceptions. **
Additional Requirements: 
· Both rough and final draft must be typed! Get to the computer lab EARLY if computer/internet access is a problem for you. 
· No credit will be given for papers that are not submitted to www.turnitin.com (again, plan ahead, visit the computer lab early!) 
· MLA Format (NO cover page, appropriate header (full name, date, period, class (English 10-Mrs. Simmons)), page number, size 12—Times New Roman font, 1” margins, etc). 
· Minimum of five paragraphs—introduction, three bodies, conclusion (seven sentence min. paragraphs for full credit). 
· Use of transitional statements throughout every paragraph! 
· Use of sensory details within the body paragraphs to describe anecdotes. 
· Attention grabber, thesis statement, concluding statement. 


English 10: 								Outline Template—Biographical Narrative
I. Introduction
a. Attention Grabber ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Background Information on subject—tell me about this person (who are they, what are they like, what do they look like, what is their history, etc. You must USE SENSORY DETAILS to describe some of this information!) 
·    

·   

· 
  
·   

· 

c. Thesis statement (please note, the thesis statement could also follow the attention grabber…it is your choice). ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

II. Body Paragraph #1: Reason subject is significant_________________________
a. Explanation of reason #1 subject is significant to you… ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. Anecdotes (at least 1 (long) or 2 (short) that SHOW that reason #1 is TRUE…for example: if you say your friend Lydia is significant because she is very genuine then you should have at LEAST one anecdote that PROVES Lydia is in fact genuine (so maybe you share a story about the time she fed the homeless, etc) You MUST use sensory details to describe EACH anecdote).  Be sure to use transitions! _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

III. Body Paragraph #2: Reason subject is significant_________________________

(same drill as above)


IV. Body Paragraph #3: Reason subject is significant_________________________

(same drill as above)

V. Conclusion
a. Restate thesis statement (you will disguise your original thesis statement. Repackage it so it sounds new and different) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Summarize main/most important points from each body paragraph (what do you hope your reader will NOT forget about your essay/subject).  
·     

·    

·    
c. So What? So why does this matter? What has this person taught you about yourself, about life, about reality? How would your life look different, better, worse, etc. without the influence of this person?
·   

·  
 
·   
