Mari-Evelyn Sours, Blue Ridge Environmental Regional Governor's School Director 
Years with BREGS: 21 


Educational Experiences: 31 years teaching, 21 years working with the Gifted Program 


Hobbies: Reading and animals 


Environmental Concerns: Humans have destroyed more than 30% of the natural world since 1970. Americans cannot break our oil addiction. Despite skyrocketing gas prices, we have been slow to alter our behavior in ways that might lower gas consumption. Environmental issues cannot be postponed until after development of our rural area. 

Roxie Leonard, Geosphere Instructor 
Years with BREGS: 10 


Educational Experiences: 
Bachelors of Science degree from Radford University, Masters of Education from Shenandoah University 
Taught grades 4-7 all subjects 


Hobbies: Gardening, traveling, swimming, scrapbooking 


Environmental Concerns: Apathy and ignorance of others about the need to recycle and running out of landfill space 

Jill Atherton-Mellish, Biosphere Instructor 
Years with BREGS: 1 


Educational Experiences: I have been teaching middle school Life Science for three years and I have a deep interest in conservation biology.  My goals for this summer are to expose students to the world of scientific research and provide them with a solid understanding of aquatic ecology.   


Environmental Concerns: There are many ecosystems that have been crippled by a multitude of man-made problems, and many times children don’t recognize the opportunity to make a positive contribution.  Proper education and motivation of younger individuals is essential to making positive differences in their habits and actions.  It is only with this change in habit and action that communities can recover and eventually rebuild their environment.  As a teacher, my goals are to guide students in defining major environmental issues and help them devise ways to minimize their impact.   I encourage students to think critically without placing blame and to remain hopeful in a world with an uncertain future.

Jeremy Burnworth, Sociosphere Instructor 
Years with BREGS: 3 

Educational Experiences: I grew up in Uniontown, Pennsylvania which is about an hour south of Pittsburg (Go Steelers!). I attended West Virginia University and graducated with a bachelor's and master's degree in science education. I've taught at Warren County Middle School for 6 years. I am also a high school coach for track and cross country. I have a wife and a daughter. We live in Toms Brook. 

Hobbies: Running 

Environmental Concerns: There are many concerns that I have for the well being of our environment, but my main compassion lies with animals and their habitats. Pollution and development have and continue to be a major source of the destruction of animals and their homes. I believe it is our resonsibility as community members to be responsible with our waste and plans for development. 

Julie Ressig, Globalsphere Instructor

Years with BREGS:  2

Educational Experiences:  I am currently lead science teacher at James Wood Middle School in Frederick County, VA.  I have been teaching life science there since moving to Virginia in July, 2000.  I previously taught in Texas and Colorado where I have always been surrounded by middle school students.
Sherri Jarrett, Technosphere Instructor

Years with BREGS:  1

Educational Experiences:  I taught all subjects to sixth graders for 19 years in Shenandoah County.  I have been a Gifted Resource Specialists for the past six years.  I have worked on the central campus throughout my career.

Environmental Concerns:  I want to do my part in being a good steward of our natural resources.  Teaching children to respect and care for our environment is vital.  My hope is to make small changes that have a ripple effect.

Susan St. Amand, Instructional Assistant

Years with BREGS:  1

Educational Experiences:  French Acadian originally from the St. John Valley in Northern Maine.  Employed 7 years with Shenandoah County Public Schools as an Instructional Assistant to the Signal Knob Middle School Librarian.  Hold certifications in Instructional Assistant and Horse Science from Lord Fairfax Community College.  As a military spouse, have traveled extensively across the United States and South Korea.

Hobbies:  Love the outdoors, nature and animals.  Favorite pastimes are horseback riding, motorcycle riding, photography, and arts ‘n crafts. 

Environmental Concerns:  We must preserve our world environment, as it is a “living organism”.  By stripping it and replacing it with materialistic “non-living organisms”, it cannot rejuvenate itself properly, and future generations are in danger of extinction without the Earth’s natural resources to sustain life as it should be.
Susan Fream, Sociosphere Instructional Assistant

Years with BREGS: 3


Educational Experiences: 7 years teaching 7th grade Civics and Gifted Resource Specialist for two years


Hobbies: Reading, walking

Environmental Concerns: Environmental Pollution/Changes in the weather patterns 
I am deeply concerned about how our environment has changed and will continue to change in my lifetime. I do not want my daughter to have to experience the dangers that have developed and will continue to develop due to the carelessness and disregard that others have for the environment that we all share.
Lee Eppard, Technosphere Instructional Assistant

Years with BREGS:  1

Educational Experiences:  BS, Biology from  James Madison University, MS, Computers in Education from Shenandoah University

He spent 7 years living in the Middle East and teaching Biology, Physics, and Computer Science at an Arabic private school. Mr. Eppard also served as Head of the Primary Science Department. Some of the duties of this position included supervising science teachers from all over the Middle East and subcontinental Asia, coordinating with an American education consultancy group for school certification, and designing a curriculum for Primary Science. Mr. Eppard participated in many environmental clean-up campaigns and was recognized for his work by the Emirates Environmental Group. His present teaching role places him at Grove Hill Elementary School. 

