Course Outline


COURSE TITLE:  CATHOLIC EXPLORATION OF THE BIBLE 2013-2014
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Students learn skills that help them understand the historical, cultural, and literary influences found in the Hebrew and Christian Testaments.  Analysis of Scripture challenges students to apply the revelation of the “Good News” to contemporary life.

Emphasis will be placed on helping students develop a spirituality of the Bible through prayer, reflection, and academic analysis.

COURSE MATERIALS:

Textbook:
New American Bible (Laudate App)  


Written in our Hearts: The Old Testament Story of God’s Love,



Third Edition, Mary Reed Newland



Living in Christ: The New Testament. Margaret Nutting Ralph
COURSE OBJECTIVES/STUDENT OUTCOMES:

The study of the Bible will provide students with the opportunity to:

1. Read major sections of the Sacred Scriptures to experience God’s saving actions throughout Jewish and Christian history.

2. Learn about the cultural, social and political situations that influenced and/or produced the Scriptures.

3. Reflect on the Scriptures through prayer, writing and class discussions.

4. Use the Scriptures as a source of prayer and relate that to life experiences as they form their own values and beliefs.

5. Accept the Scriptures as an integral part of developing a moral code and evaluating their moral behavior.

6. See the relevance of Scripture in today’s world.

7. To experience the Word in prayer with extended prayer in the classroom and in the Chapel.

COURSE OUTLINE:

I.  Background to the Old Testament


A.  Praying the Bible:  Lectio Divina

B.  Navigating the Bible: scripture notation and study aids
C.  Composition of the Bible

D.  Composition of the Old Testament

E.  Criticism and Methodology of Biblical Study

F  Scripture as an important part of faith development

G. The roles of inspiration and revelation in biblical writings/development


H.  Blessing of the Student’s Bibles
II. Creation and De-Creation

    
 A.  Creation:  Genesis 1 and 2



1. is God’s Gift to us


2. affirms the dignity of the human person


3. challenges us to dominion and stewardship over creation


4. Sabbath rest


5. Religion and Science


6.  Video and Reflection:   The Creation by James Weldon Johnson as 


   B. DeCeation:  The sin stories:  Genesis 3-11

1.  Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, Noah, and the Tower of Babel


2.  Sin:  Free Will


3.  Sin:  Consequences, personal and social
III. The Patriarchs:  Genesis 12-50  
A. The stories of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob/Israel, and Joseph
B. Calls from God--Vocation
C. Faith in God,  in mission and call

D. Covenant relationship

E.  Introduction to Islam 
IV. Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy:  Movement  from Slavery to Freedom 
A. Moses’ life and call as an instrument of God’s plan of salvation

B. The Passover, a celebration from slavery to freedom

C. The Desert Experience, Learning to trust God

D. Covenant Development:  The 10 Commandments

V.  The Land
    
 A.  Joshua: Sweeping into the Promised Land

 B.  Judges:  Saving Israel from itself



a. the cycle of sin



b. Israel’s heroes


 C.  Ruth:  An Israelite Foreigner with a Great Destiny



a. a short story of love and fidelity



b. bridge story to the time of the kings

VI. The Kings

A.  Stories of Transition to Nationhood

B. Samuel: Anointer of Kings

C. Saul and David in Conflict

D. King David: Nation Builder

E. King Solomon: Temple Builder

VII. The Prophets

A.  The Prophetic Voice:  Crying out the Word of God

B.  The Prophetic Voice in the Northern Kingdom of Israel
C. The Fall of Israel

D. The Prophetic Voice in the Southern Kingdom of Judah

E. The Fall of the South

F. The Exilic Prophets:  A voice of hope and comfort

G. The Remnant Returns: Discouragement, Hope, Renewal

H. The need for the prophetic voice in our own world

VIII. Wisdom and Wit

A.  The role of wisdom in Israel

B. The need for wisdom in our own age

C. Answering life’s difficult questions
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