Leading Prayer for Class
Once a semester, you will formally lead prayer as a graded homework assignment.  One semester, I will ask that you choose a song for a prayer and the other semester, you must “pray with the news.”  Directions for each of these types of prayer can be found below.


SONG PRAYER—Song choice & lyrics must be emailed to Mrs. Spiewak at least 1 day before your prayer day.
Choose a song that is less than 4 minutes.  It should have a message or theme that is appropriate for prayer.  Find the song with lyrics on youtube—watch the entire video to make sure it is something appropriate for class.  After you play your song for prayer, you will conclude with your own written prayer (see below) that ties in with the message from the song.  Make sure to ask for intentions before you close prayer.  Song choice & lyrics must be emailed to Mrs. Spiewak at least 1 day before your prayer day.  Hand in typed out prayer to Mrs. Spiewak after prayer.

PRAYING THE NEWS
Find an article (online or from a newspaper) that is a current situation/event that needs our prayers.  It can be anything that you believe needs prayers.  Print off the article.  Next, write a prayer about that situation or others who might be going through something similar (see below).  For example, if there is an article about child abuse, you would print off the article and write a prayer that prays for love and care in all families.  Try to expand your prayer to think of a greater group of people.  Also, remember that sad or unfortunate situations are not the only situations that we can pray for.  Try to find happy news or situations that we can pray about in gratitude.  Hand in your article AND typed out prayer to Mrs. Spiewak after prayer.


Format for Writing a Prayer 
God, we thank you for (insert here what God has done for God’s people through the centuries and/or what God has done for you, your family and friends),
Today we ask you to (include the specific petitions of your prayer).
We also invite you to hear these petitions.  (Look to the other students in the class). 
We lift these prayers and those we hold in the silence of our hearts, through Christ, our Lord, Amen.
Example: God, we thank you for your love.  You free us from those things that enslave us.  You hold us close when we hurt.  You give us strength and guidance we need to do the right thing.  You love the poor and forgotten, and you send us to serve them.  You’ve answered me when I’ve felt alone and lost.  
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