Reading, 5th Grade					Name: _____________________________
“The One and Only Ivan” 
“Hello through Exit 8” chapters
1) What (3) names or title for Ivan? 

2) What is a Silverback? 

3) What does Ivan say about humans and talking/words? 


4) What characteristic does he say gorillas have? 


5) Who are the ill-mannered clowns? 


6) What is the name of where Ivan lives? 


7) Who are Ivan’s dearest friends? 


8) Describe Ivan’s “cage”….?


9) What does the sign say that is next to the freeway? 


10) Why does Ivan say that anger is precious? 
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The  Littlest Big Top Thru Shapes in the Clouds, page 19

1) What does the chicken do at the Mall Circus? 
2) What does the rabbit do at the Mall Circus? 

3) What happened to the seal? 
4) What does Ivan do at the circus? 

5) What do the humans do after the show? 
6) What store might sell the “dusty, old things, damp and long forgotten”? 

7) What does Ivan say humans are bad at? 
8) What does Ivan say his nose print is similar to for humans? 

9) What are Ivan’s “me-balls”? 
10) What objects does Ivan have in his cage/domain? 
11) Who is Julia?  Is she human or ape? 
12) What does Julia give to Ivan one day through the broken glass ?
13) Can Ivan draw?  What does he draw? 
14) Do the humans “get” Ivan’s drawings? 
15) How much do Ivan’s drawings sell for? 
16) Why does Ivan say he thinks he has always been an artist?
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Start at page 20, “Imagination” through page 29

1) Ivan reflects on the past and says more humans came in the past.  What might explain the perceived loss of interest in the circus? 

2) What does Ivan like to watch on TV? 


3) Who also likes to watch TV?


4) Why might Ivan and Bob like Westerns? 


5) What happens one night when Ivan sees a gorilla on TV? 


6) AT night, after the show and stores close, whom does Ivan talk to? 


7) What stories does she tell? 


8) How is a (male) elephant like a silverback? 
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Start at page 30, “Stella’s Trunk”, end at page 39.
1) What happened to Stella before she came to the Exit 8 Circus?  Why does she have scars on her legs? 

2) Does the Exit 8 Circus use shackles for their animals? Why or why not? 


3) Who is Thelma?  What does she “say” to Mack that gets him angry? 

4) How much does a silverback need to eat each day (weight)?  


5) Do gorillas eat only vegetables or do they eat other meat? 

6) What does Bob eat? 


7) What is Ivan’s plan to get humans to come to the Big Top Mall? 

8) What is Bob’s story?  How did he come to the Big Top Circus? 


9) Why does Mack call Ivan “Picasso”? 
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Page 40, “Three Visitors”through page 50

1) What does Ivan do for the three humans who come to see him? 

2) Where does Julia sit when she comes to be with her dad? 


3) What does Julia do when she sits there?  

4) What does Julia want to be when she grows up?  


5) What does Julia often draw? 

6) How does Julia draw him (what characteristic)? 


7) How did Bob get his name? 


8) Does Bob let humans touch him? Why/Why not? 


9) Why does Julia draw Bob with wings? 
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Page 51, “Not Sleepy” through page 59
1) What does Ivan say about more characteristics of gorillas?  Who are thye? 

2) What does Stella suggest Ivan do? 

3) What does Stella say about memories?  What other advice does he give Ivan? 


4) Who was Ivan’s favorite “keeper”? Why do you think so?  (inference)

5) Why might Mack not be Ivan’s favorite keeper?  Why does Mack keep saying “Ivan is no longer cute?”


6) What color crayon does Mack give Ivan? 



7) What does Ivan decide to draw? Why? 


8) What expression does the bug have? 


9) Does Mack understand Ivan’s drawing? 


10) Who does understand what he drew?  How? 
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Page 60, “Change” through page  71.
1) What is the coming to the Big Top?  How does Ivan know? 


2) What does Stella say about who is coming?  How does she know? 

3) What story does Ivan request of Stella to recount? 


4) What is the story of Jambo about? 

5) Why does Ivan say, “Afterall, he was just another great ape.” To whom is this a reference?  


6) What is the name of the new arrival? Why is Stella not “happy or glad” about the new arrival? Inference.



7) In order to get the new arrival out of the truck, what does Mack do? 
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“Stella Helps”, Page 72 through page 79
1) Is Stella able to get the new arrival out of the truck? What size is she compared to Stella? 

2) Why might Stella and Ruby not want to enter their new home (cage)? Inference.


3) When Julia comes, where does she sit?  Whom does she decide to draw?


4) What does Ivan think or say about this?  


5) What does Julia realize and then what does she give to Ivan? 


6)  What does Ivan do with it/them? 


7) Gorilla characteristic…. What does Ivan say gorillas are not…? 


8) What does Stella say about Ruby’s condition? 


9) How did Ruby get that way? 


10) When does Ruby finally talk to Ivan? 
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Page 80, “Introductions” through page 89. 
1) What does Ruby say happened to her family? Mother? Sisters? 

2) What do Stella and Ruby do all day? Is Stella happy? 


3) What are Mack and George doing?  Whose image do they put up on a billboard? 


4) Does Ruby ask a lot of questions? 



5) What does she ask Ivan? What does he reply? 


6) Do you think Ivan gets a little tired of Ruby’s questions? Why? Inference. 


7) What is one question that seems “odd” that Ruby asks? 


8) What does Stella get from George?  How? 
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Page 89, “Elephant Jokes” through page 100
1.  Why does Ruby wake up early?  
2. What does she ask Ivan? 
3. What does Ivan reply?  Does it make sense?  Is it funny? 
4. What does Ivan have to explain to Ruby?  How does he finally explain it? 
5. How does Ruby describe Ivan’s drawing ability? 
6. What joke does Ruby tell when Stella wakes up? 
7. Is it funny? 
8. How would you describe these jokes (thought question–answer is not in the text)?
9. What does Stella say is the hardest part about being a parent? 
10. What do George and Mack talk about? 
11. Who or what has brought some more business to the Big Top? 
12. WHat does Ivan say he would like added to the picture on the billboard? 
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Page 101, “Ruby’s Story” through page 110.
1)  What story does Ruby tell Ivan? 
2) In this story, what happened to Ruby? 
3) What was in the hole? 
4) Bob interrupts the story to say what? 
5) Who rescued Ruby? 
6) What else did the humans do? 
7) At the end of the story, what doe Bob and Stella and Ivan comment about humans? 
8) Why can’t Stella perform in the two shows? 
9) Whom does Mack then get into the ring? 
10) How is the new attraction received by the audience? 
11) What does Julia bring Ivan this time? 
12) What does Julia notice about Stella? 
13) Where does Julia sit that night?  Does she do any drawing? Why/why not? 
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Page 111. “The Promise” through page 120
1) Stella wakes up Ivan in the night—what does she ask him? 

2) Stella replies that she is “addled” –What do you think this means (Thought question)? 
3) What does Ivan guess as the reply of Stella? 
4) What does Ivan suspect about Stella’s life? 
5) Where is Stella’s body laid to rest? 
6) That night, what does Julia do? 
7) What does Bob tell Ruby that Ivan will supposedly do for her? 
8) What does Ivan say to Bob as Bob licks his face/nose? 
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Page 121, “Once Upon a Time” through page 129
1) Can Ruby sleep that night?  Why not? 
2) What does she ask Ivan to do? 
3) Ivan says what about his memory? 
4) What does Ivan finally say/do? 
5) Where was Ivan born? What was his original name? 
6) How did Ivan get the name “Mud”? 
7) How many gorillas were in Ivan’s “troop”? 
8) What does Ivan say is the role of the Silverback? 
9) What are the skills that a young gorilla needs (there are 3)? 
10) (Thought question) What does Ivan mean when he says: “ We were still in our crate when see looked at me without seeing….”? 
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Page 130, “The Temporary Human” through page 139.
1) How long has Ivan known Mack? 
2) Where did Ivan live as a baby/toddler? 
3) Every weekend where would Mack take Ivan?  What did he feed him? 
4) Why does Ivan say that as life as “a human was a glamorous one”? 
5) At night though, what would Ivan miss? 
6) One day what doe Helen bring home? 
7) Why does Ivan like it? 
8) How does Ivan discover art and painting? 
9) Why is he not allowed in the kitchen? 
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Pages 140 through page 153
1) How does Ivan describe ‘human babies’? 
2) Why do you think Mack’s wife left him?   What might be the clue? 
3) What happened when Ivan finally ‘grew up’ and was too big for Mack’s house? 
4) Why might Ivan say, “Still, they have no name for who I am”? 
5) Did Ivan’s story put Ruby to sleep? 
6) Ivan says of ‘his own story’ that it has a “stunted beginning … and an endless middle.” What does that mean? 
7) So, how many days has he been with humans? 
8) What is Mack training Ruby to do? 
9) What does Julia notice about Ruby and Mack’s training? 
10) What does Mack go get to use on Ruby to make her move? 
11) How does Ruby react?  What happens to Mack?
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Pages 154 through page 165
1) Who puts Ruby back in her domain for the night?  Where’s Mack? 
2) Who seems more hurt? Ruby or Mack? 
3) What art supplies does Julia bring that night?  What is she going to do? 
4) Does Julia like her artwork that she does that night? To whom does she give it? 
5) What else did Julia bring that she gives to Ivan? What does he do with it? 
6) (page 161) Ivan says, “I lie awake….”  Is that correct usage of the verb? 
7) What does Ruby dream that night? 
8) What does she ask Ivan to do with the art supplies? 
9) What else does Ruby ask of Ivan to do? 
10) What is Ruby’s fear? 
11) Page 165: Ivan says: “I feel something tighten in my chest, something dark and hot.” What is he describing? 
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Page 166 through 179
1)  What story does Ivan begin to tell Ruby?  
2) What does he say a “zoo” is? 
3) Ivan begins to remember the day his family was killed. What happened to his dad? 
4) Who or what is the ‘other’ Ivan that Ivan talks about (172-173)? 
5) What is Ivan doing while Ruby trains with Mack in the ring? 
6) Why does Ivan hide them? 
7) Is Ivan happy with his latest artwork? Why or why not?
8) What might doing artwork signify/symbolize/help/aide for Ivan? 
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Page 180 through page 197
1) How is business? Has Ruby been able to bring in the customers? 
2) What does Ivan keep doing at night? 
3) Who finds Ivan’s latest artwork? What does he think of it? 
4) Ivan watches a TV Western.  In the commercial, he sees something very interesting.  What is it? 
5) How has Ivan’s painting changed?  Where is he getting subjects to draw/paint? 
6) What does Mack bring Ivan? 
7) For how much is Ivan’s latest artwork selling?
8) What might be ‘missing’ from Ivan’s paintings?
9) What type of homework is Julia doing?  How does that influence Ivan? 
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Page 198 through 



