Professor William Lear  Jose Garcia  High Intermediate Writing Class  January, 12, 2012



The Preservation of Historic Buildings

Historical milieus fill an irreplaceable role. They bring history to life by giving us an idea of what everyday life may have been like in other times. They provide a nice contrast to the glass and metal giants of today. If we tear these buildings down, there is no way to authentically recreate them if we change our minds at a later stage. In contrast, if we postpone the replacement of such a building, a new replacement can always be constructed later on.

Old buildings often please the eye but fail to serve modern needs. It is tempting to replace them with newer structures, but this involves many perils. Therefore, I would generally prefer that historical buildings be maintained.



While keeping these arguments in mind, the reasons for replacing old buildings must be conceded. After all, they are likely to have replaced some even older structure once in time. Change is the life-blood of cities and of human life. Excessive preservation may lead to stagnation, both economically and culturally. 




In sum, preserving historical buildings has many advantages. They bring history to life and bring visitors to the city. Nevertheless, too much preservation may lead to stagnation. I therefore believe that city planners should renew with caution. A modern building can always be constructed at a later stage, but a historic building once torn down can never be restored. 



