Holston High School Chorus 2007-2008

Welcome to Holston High School’s Chorus for the new school year.  I am very glad to have each and every one of you in this chorus.  I am committed to do my utmost to make this an exceptional year for you.  You have a responsibility in this too, however.  The following are my expectations while you are in this chorus:

1. You will be at rehearsals, be on time, and be prepared with your folder, a pencil, and readiness to work.  Since this class is first period, you will have your breakfast finished by the time the tardy bell rings.  The moment of silence will be observed, and you will be silent during announcements.

2. There will be NO food, sodas, or gum of any kind in class.  There will also be no cell phones, i-pods, CD players, etc., being used for personal use at any time during class.

3. Respect will be shown at all times to teachers, to yourself, and to each other.  This simply boils down to treating others as you would like to be treated.  This includes not creating disruptions during class, as this is disrespectful to the teacher and to your classmates.
4. You will leave things alone that do not belong to you.  This is particularly aimed at the band percussion instruments and the piano.  These are off limits.

You will receive a warning for any infractions of these rules.  If the behavior continues, you will be written up.  If you are written up twice, your parents will be called.

Grading:

1. Singing – There will be periodic little singing tests for me where you will sing individually.  Because not everyone is graced with exceptional talent in this area, I do not make this a large part of your grade.  But I do need to hear your individual voice so that I can know where to help you.  What is probably even more important than the singing is the following:

2. Attitude, Effort, Cooperation – Because this is a performing ensemble, these things are important and they WILL contribute toward your grade.  In fact, they are as important, if not more so, than whatever natural ability you may have been given.  These things will take you a long ways, not only in choir, but in life.

3. Theory assignments, Quizzes, Exams – These will be given periodically throughout each nine weeks.  Some of them may be given via my website.  There will be semester exams at the end of each semester.
4. Special Events – Each nine weeks has a special event for chorus at which your attendance will count considerably toward your grade for that nine weeks.  They are as follows:
1st 9 Weeks:

Sr. All-County Chorus Auditions

Sept. 19

2nd 9 Weeks:

Christmas Concert



Dec. 2

3rd 9 Weeks:

District Choral Festival


March 15

4th 9 Weeks

Spring Concert



May 4




Graduation




TBA
Website:
My website can be accessed in a couple of ways.  The first is to simply type in my URL, which is www.quia.com/pages/spirupchorus.html.  Or you can go the the district home page, www.wcs.k12.va.us, click on Secondary Resources along the left side, and then scroll down until you find my name listed with the other teachers under Holston High School.  On the website you sill find dates for upcoming events, games, activities, etc.  I will try to change the games periodically, so there will be different ones to play.  Occasionally, I may put an assignment or a quiz on there that you will be expected to take.  Visit it often!
Attendance:

I cannot stress enough the importance of good attendance.  Because we are a performing ensemble you are expected to be at rehearsals and performances.  Please post the list of dates somewhere at home and make your parents aware of them.  On the back of the list I have explained the eligibility requirements for each event.  More than three unexcused absences from rehearsals, or any unexcused absence from a performance will disqualify any choir member from receiving a letter or bar award, or any medal given from festival or all-district events.  It will also disqualify you from attending the chorus trip in the spring.  You are needed and appreciated – please be there!

Folders:

Each student will be given their own folder with their assigned number on it.  Each piece of music in that folder will have that corresponding number.  You are responsible for all of the music in that folder.  When it is time to turn music in, if the student has lost that piece of music, or if it is damaged beyond repair, he/she will be charged the replacement cost of that piece of music.  If you write on the music, make sure it is in pencil only.
My expectation is that we will bring the Holston High School Chorus to a new level of excellence this year.  I know that the talent is there – let’s work together to make it the best year ever!

Sincerely,   Mrs. Spirup

Please sign and return:

I have read and I understand the expectations for the Holston High School Chorus for the 2007-2008 school year.

_______________________________

___________________________________

(Student’s signature)



(Parent’s signature)
