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Biology I (Block)—Mrs. Susan Fiedler
Lecture:  Room 107; Lab:  Room 103
Welcome to Biology I.  Biology is a challenging course of study that combines elements of observation and measurement to define, explain, and explore the living world around us.

The text for Biology I is Biology, by Miller and Levine, published by Prentice Hall.  *I may be able to give you an access code later for online use.  

Each student will need a medium 3 ring binder or binder section for class, standard blue or black ink pens (not shiny gel pens), pencils with erasers, and notebook paper.  I expect all students to have their textbook and those materials in class every day.  Irresponsibility regarding materials in class will result in disciplinary action.  I take attendance by checking seats when the bell rings, so students must not change seats without permission.  I do not allow students out of class during the first 15 minutes unless there is an emergency.  Use the restroom on the way to class!!
The Virginia Standards of Learning (SOLs) for biology demand a fast-paced course with a mastery of concepts, a thorough understanding of terminology, and extensive graphing and data interpretation skills.  A great deal of material is covered each day, and good attendance is vital to your success.  If you attend class every day, come to class ready to learn, are willing to study, do class work and homework on a regular basis, and hand it in on time, you can succeed in this course.

First 4½ Weeks: Science of Biology, Chemistry of Life, Ecology; Cells; 2nd 4½ Weeks: Photosynthesis, Cellular Respiration, and Cell Growth and Division (Chapters 1-10); 3rd 4½ Weeks: Genetics, DNA and RNA, Genetic Engineering, The Human Genome; 4th 4½ Weeks: Classification, Evolution, Bacteria and Viruses, and Protists (Chapters 10-20).

The grading scale follows Washington County policy, with the following scores:  A = 93 – 100; B = 85 – 92; C = 77 – 84; D = 70 – 76; F = below 70.  Grades are based upon a total point system.  There will be frequent daily grades consisting of in-class activities, participation and homework. Completing daily assignments well and handing them in on time is an important part of this class.  I do NOT accept late homework (except when a student is absent.)  Do not work on makeup work during class!  That causes you to miss another day of learning!  
ALL work must have each page properly labeled according to directions. Since science classes require attention to detail and following directions for safety and for good results, I deduct points from assignments for failure to follow directions.  If you have a problem with this policy or need further explanation, please see me during the first 2 weeks of the semester. 
Cheating will not be tolerated.  While lab work is a cooperative activity, the lab report should reflect your own work.  Cheating on a test or quiz, or copying another student’s lab report, homework, or class work will result in a lowered grade or a zero and disciplinary action, depending upon the degree of plagiarism, for both students involved.  Do not allow someone else to copy your work.
Since biology is a cumulative study, the final grade is based upon an average of the numerical scores.  I give letter grades for reference only.  It is much more important to make a high score on a major grade than to make a high grade on a small item.  It is the student’s responsibility to retain all graded work until after the final exam.   I include extra credit in almost every assignment I give.  A student may also earn extra credit by attending a valid science activity and bringing in proof of attendance.  
I send home a mid-term report to be signed for every student every term.  All students must get this signed by a parent or guardian or have an e-mail sent to me, verifying that the parent saw it.  It counts as extra credit.  Parents and students must make arrangements to leave notes to be signed if your schedules conflict.  If a parent is out of town, a student may have another designated adult sign and indicate that the parent will be informed of the grade.  You may also return a signed note that indicates the letter grade of the student.  If a parent does not receive a grade report, I welcome an e-mail or telephone call. 
If a student is absent the day of a quiz, test, or laboratory activity, arrangements to make it up must be made within 3 school days of the absence.  I reserve the right to substitute a different assignment or, rarely, omit the assignment.  If a student fails a test or pre-announced quiz, after my review of the test/quiz he or she may immediately make arrangements for MANDATORY tutoring.  Then, within a REASONABLE TIME, he or she may do a retake and receive the average of the two for the grade.  I will not allow students to wait until the end of the term to do this!  If a student will be gone for a pre-arranged absence, including school-related absences, the student is expected to ask for assignments before leaving and to have them completed upon returning.  Homework/daily grades are due the day of return, and if a test or quiz is announced prior to the student’s absence for any reason, then the student is expected to take the test with the class upon return.  Students who have been absent are expected to obtain assignments from other students or Quia and to be ready to turn them in or take pop quizzes upon return to class unless a worksheet is unavailable to them.  
There will be class work assignments, participation grades or homework assignments almost every day. To access assignments online, follow the links on the John S. Battle home page or go to: Biology Block, http://www.quia.com/pages/sfiedler/page7  Many assignments will be completed in class.  However, there will also be regular homework assignments that are graded.  It is the student’s responsibility to check the makeup/help sign-up sheet on the door immediately upon returning to class after an absence of any kind to arrange make-up work.  Almost all of the failures in this class are due to not handing in or making up work.  Regular attendance is vital!  

My make-up time will be selected afternoons after school. You must schedule with me on my posted make-up sheet any times for make-up or help or make special arrangements with me.  All missed labs must be made up by special arrangement with me.  Make-up work takes priority over any other scheduled activity, including work, sports, and band.  Do NOT use practice as an excuse to delay make-up work.  Making up work missed is mandatory.  If make-up work is not done in the allotted time, a zero will be averaged into the grade.  Missed tests or quizzes can be made up before or after school in tutoring or in after-school detention.  You must check with me to use this option.  If you cannot make arrangements to make up work, don’t miss class.
Our goal will be for each and every student to master biology and show that mastery by passing the biology SOL test.  The best way to succeed in the course is to BE IN CLASS EVERY DAY, to study regularly, to work out all assignments thoroughly, and to hand in everything on time.  Every student who wants to pass this course can do so, but you must attend class to get the help you need and you must hand in all work assigned.

The chapter readings and assigned problems will be posted in the room. I strongly recommend that each student obtain the phone number of at least 2 other students in the class in case of missed classes.  Available times for out-of-class assistance will be posted in the room, but it is the student’s responsibility to sign up for help.  I am eager to work with parents and students to facilitate a student’s success and I welcome calls or e-mails with questions or requests for conferences.  I will reply as quickly as I can.  You can reach me at work at (276) 642-5300. My e-mail address is:  sfiedler@wcs.k12.va.us
If you e-mail or call me, please include your name, your child’s first and last name, and a phone number and times to contact you.  I am looking forward to this year and will be happy to assist you in ensuring success.


Sincerely, 
Mrs. Susan Fiedler
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Both parents and students:  if you have access to e-mail that you check fairly regularly, please take a moment now to e-mail me at:  sfiedler@wcs.k12.va.us  
Please put the student’s first and last name in the subject line.  This will facilitate communication this year.

I have read the syllabus for Biology.

_____________________________________




(Student’s Name—Print)


       

_____________________________________
____________________

                  
(Student’s Signature)



     (Date)

_____________________________________
____________________



(Parent/Guardian Signature)



If you or your student would like me to know anything about your student and/or any family situation, please either write it on this paper at the bottom or on the back or e-mail me.
