Biology Expectations 2012-2013
1.  Students are to be in their assigned seats and quiet at the sound of the bell.  Exceptions to this will be considered TARDY unless there are extenuating circumstances. 
2.  Students are expected to be prepared for class.  Students are expected to bring the text, blue or black pens, sharpened pencils, and notebook paper to class every day.  Each student shall complete and turn in daily homework. Get them out right away.  SOLs are more challenging now, so every minute counts!
3.  Students are encouraged to listen attentively and are invited to participate fully in classroom activities in a responsible manner.  Questions on the day’s topic are welcomed.  A question that can clear up a misunderstanding is a great benefit to the class and to me.  This course will stress quality thinking, so a “wrong” answer may still be a good one; however, a “right” answer without explanation or understanding is almost worthless!
4.  Students will be dismissed on teacher approval – NOT THE BELL!  Students will remain in their seats until they are dismissed.  Do not put up materials while I am teaching or reviewing!!
5.  EATING or DRINKING is not allowed in the chemistry lab room at all, ever!  You may only eat or drink in the classroom with special permission.
6. Mp3 players, iPods, cell phones, etc. need to be put away upon entering the classroom. Do not use your phone to check the time!!  There are clocks all over the room!  I will collect any cell phone I see.  Electronic devices will be collected for the day if the user is unwilling to cooperate with this request
7.  Lab work is to be completed quietly and carefully.  GOGGLES MUST BE WORN during ALL lab work unless I SPECIFICALLY tell you that you may omit them.  Lab grades will be reduced for persons that need to be reminded to wear goggles.  Wearing an APRON is recommended.  I reserve the right to remove any student from lab activities for the safety of that individual and those present.  Misconduct in lab will result in a zero for that day’s activity.  Repeated violations will result in suspension from all lab activities.
8.  Students are expected to work on the biology assignment given when class time is provided for homework.  Work time in class is precious; don't waste it. This is an opportunity for you to get a start on your homework and ask questions if you need help.
9.  Students are expected to turn in work on the date that it is due.  Do not work on the assignment during class on the day that the assignment is due, even if you were absent.  This usually results in the student missing an entire day of new material.  I do not accept late homework without a parent note (and then only rarely). Students should have the homework completed and be able to turn it in at the start of the class.
10.  Students have the opportunity to earn a chance to retake every quiz or exam given (not the semester exams).  In order to qualify for the retake, students must complete MANDATORY tutoring within a reasonable time (usually less than a week) and then must complete the re-take within a reasonable time.  Do NOT try to re-do assignments at the end of the term. 
11.  The Grading Scale is the standard scale:  A = 93-100; B = 85-92; C = 77-84; D = 70-76.  I grade on a total points system.  Letter grades on assignments returned to you are for reference only.  Do not worry about a rare low grade for a small assignment; focus on mastering material and achieving high grades on major assignments.  I will usually give you fair warning as to which assignments are major.
12.  Consideration of others and attentiveness are expected at all times.  Treat everyone with respect and respect yourself enough to try on everything I assign.
13. DO NOT FALL BEHIND. GET HELP AS SOON AS POSSIBLE! THE MAIN REASON STUDENTS FAIL BIOLOGY IS THAT THEY GET BEHIND AND NEVER MANAGE TO CATCH UP. 
14.  If you are absent, you will need to collect the work and notes that you missed.  I will strive to post any daily notes on my Quia page.  Feel free to download these notes any time, even if you do not miss class.
15.  Lastly, please feel free to ask questions.  If there are no questions, I will continue as if everyone has a clear understanding of the material taught.  I do realize that some of you may be uncomfortable asking a question in front of your peers and I have a few things that you might want to try:
· You could write your question on a piece of paper and place it on my desk before class.  
· You could email me your question at sfiedler@wcs.k12.va.us.  (If the answer is easy to type, I might even email you the answer.)  
· You could stop by before school starts and ask me to review your question in class.  
· You can also stop by to get extra help during my planning or NTA at the front desk (4th​ period—but only if you are appropriately out of class!!), at C lunch, at bus duty, or after school (see my help sheet—more than one person can sign up on one day).
· You could ask Mrs. Fairbanks or Mrs. Fleenor, although please do not occupy much of their time!
· Sometimes I will ask you to write items on post-it notes to put on the door, but you may put notes at the end of class on my desk any day, too.
· I will also use a thumbs up, wavy hand, and time out signal to find out: who feels comfortable with the material = thumbs up; thinks they’re sort of getting it = wavy hand, parallel to desk; and not comfortable =  T for time out.  You can do this right at your desk without much notice.  But it isn’t useful unless you are honest and you are trying!!
****Never, ever, ever think that you are stupid because you find biology (or anything else, for that matter) difficult!  Nothing worth doing and getting paid well to do is easy!! If you hit a wall, just keep going:  climb over it, go around it, tunnel under it or knock through it!  For that matter, catapult over it!  Every time you overcome an obstacle you learn how to overcome the next one better!!  Just keep plugging and you will be surprised what you can accomplish!!  
