Chemistry I (Singleton)—Mrs. Susan Fiedler
Lecture:  Room 107; Lab:  Room 103
Welcome to Chemistry I.  Chemistry is a challenging course of study that combines elements of mathematics and science to define, explain, and explore the world around us.

The text for Chemistry I is Chemistry:  Matter and Change, by Glencoe, published by McGraw-Hill.  To access the textbook online, go to http://www.glencoe.com/ose. Click on the “Student Center”.  Click on “Online Student Edition” under “Textbook Resources”.  Click on “for online student edition click here”.  *Type in Access Code:  EBD8DED830.  (Case sensitive)  Hit “Submit”.  On the bottom right of the picture of the book, hit “Contents” to navigate.  The study guide is NOT available online, but other resources, such as practice quizzes and tests are—see “internet link”.  

Students will need a scientific calculator with trig functions such as sin and cos (does NOT need to be a graphing calculator), a 3-ring binder or binder section (keep all your papers in your notebook), standard blue or black ink pens (not shiny gel pens), pencils with erasers, and notebook paper.  I expect each student to bring his or her textbook and all of the above materials to class each day.  Frequent failure to do so will result in A.L.L. or detention.  

The Virginia Standards of Learning for chemistry demand a fast-paced course with a mastery of concepts and problem-solving techniques.  A great deal of material is covered each day.  Good attendance is vital to your success.  If you have at least a C average in your previous science and mathematics courses, if you come to class ready to learn, and if you are willing to study, work assignment problems, and hand in assignments on a regular basis, you can succeed in this course.  

The scope and sequence is as follows:  First 9 weeks: Scientific Analysis, Data Analysis, Matter—Properties and Changes, The Structure of the Atom, Electron Configurations; 2nd 9 weeks:  The Periodic Table and Elements, Ionic Bonding, Covalent Bonding, Chemical Reactions, 3rd 9 Weeks: The Mole, Stoichiometry; States of Matter, Gases, Solutions, Acids and Bases; 4th 9 Weeks:  Energy, Reaction Rates, Chemical Equilibrium, and Hydrocarbons.

The grading scale follows Washington County policy, with the following scores:  A = 93 – 100; B = 85 – 92; C = 77 – 84; D = 70 – 76; F = below 70.  There will be frequent daily grades consisting of pop quizzes, class work, and/or graded homework.  Completing homework and daily work well and handing it in on time is an important part of this class, both to cover sufficient material and to prepare your student for college.  I do NOT accept late homework (except when a student is unexpectedly absent). I will only grade selected assignments, may check notebooks occasionally and will deduct points from daily grades for stuffed textbooks or for failing to bring required materials!  Grades are based upon total points.  Homework or daily grades may be significant grades due to the amount of work involved and/or the scope of the assignment.  Letter grades are for reference only.

Chemistry requires careful attention to directions.  Failure to follow directions can lead to dangerous conditions in the lab and poor results on assignments.  Jobs involving chemistry often include precise and mandatory directions for record keeping and lab protocol.  I deduct points for failing to follow ANY directions.  If you have a problem with this policy or need further explanation, please check with me by Labor Day.

I do not excuse students from the room in the first 15 min. of class unless there is an emergency.  Use the restroom on the way to class!  Be in your seat on time—I take roll by checking my seating chart.  Have your book, notebook, paper, calculator, and pen/pencil out by the time the bell rings.  

Cheating will not be tolerated. While lab work is a cooperative activity, the lab report should reflect your own work.  Copying another student’s lab report or homework will result in a lowered grade or a zero (depending upon the degree of plagiarism) and disciplinary action for both students involved.  Do not allow someone else to copy your work.
Since chemistry is a cumulative study, the final grade is based upon an average of the numerical scores.  It is the student’s responsibility to to retain all graded work until after the final exam.  I send home a midterm report to be signed for every student every term.  A parent may opt to e-mail me an acknowledgement of the grade.  This report serves as extra credit.    Parents and students must make arrangements to leave notes to be signed if your schedules conflict, or a student may have another designated adult sign and indicate that the parent will be informed of the grade.  The student may also return a signed note that indicates the letter grade of the student.  If a parent does not receive a grade report, please call or e-mail.  When you call or e-mail, please give your first and last name, your child’s first and last name and times and phone numbers where I can reach you.

If a student is absent the day of a quiz, test, or laboratory activity, arrangements to make it up must be made within 3 school days of the absence.  I reserve the right to substitute a different assignment.  If a student fails a test or pre-announced quiz, after MANDATORY tutoring (completed within a reasonable period of time!), he or she may make arrangements to take a second test or quiz on that subject within three days of tutoring and receive the average of the two for the grade.  If a student will be gone for a pre-arranged absence, including school-related absences, the student is expected to ask for assignments before leaving and to have them completed upon returning.  Homework/daily grades are due the day of return, and if a test or quiz is announced prior to the student’s absence for any reason, then the student is expected to take the test with the class upon return.  Students who have been absent are expected to obtain assignments from other students or Quia and to be ready to turn them in or take pop quizzes upon return to class unless a worksheet is unavailable to them.  There will be a homework assignment almost every night.  Take your book home every day unless you have computer access.  Homework assignments are kept on the board for a week, or continually online. To access my Quia page, follow the links on the John S. Battle web page or go to:  Chemistry Year    http://www.quia.com/pages/sfiedler/page3
My make-up time will be selected afternoons after school.  It is the student’s responsibility to check the posted make-up schedule on my door or arrange with me to make up tests and quizzes before or after school in science tutoring or in the detention room.  Make-up work takes priority over any other scheduled activity, including work, sports, and band.  Do NOT use a practice conflict as an excuse!!  Making up missed work is mandatory.  You must make special arrangements to make up a lab.  If make-up work is not done in the allotted time, a zero will be averaged into the grade.  If you cannot make arrangements to make up work, don’t miss class.  All make-up work is due within a reasonable period of time!!  Do not wait until the end of the term!
The best way to succeed in this course is to study regularly and to work out and hand in on time all assignments.  Extra credit is included in nearly every assignment or may be earned by attending certain chemistry or science-related extracurricular events. Attending an American Chemical Society meeting will earn 10 extra credit points.  Extra credit is averaged in at the end of the term.

I strongly recommend that each student obtain the phone number of at least 2 other students in the class in case of missed classes.  Please get help early if you are confused or having difficulty with a topic!!!  Parents or students may e-mail me.  I am eager to work with parents and students at any time to facilitate a student’s success, and I welcome calls with questions or requests for conferences.  You can reach me at work at (276) 642-5300.  Please leave a message including your student’s first and last name and where and when I may call. E-mail is usually more convenient if it is available to you.  \My e-mail address is: sfiedler@wcs.k12.va.us   I am looking forward to this year and will be happy to assist you in ensuring success.

Sincerely, 

Susan Fiedler   

Chem I

If you have access to e-mail that you check fairly regularly, please take a moment now to e-mail me at sfiedler@wcs.k12.va.us
Please put your student’s first and last name in the subject line.  This will facilitate communication for this year.  I encourage both parents and students to do this.

Please read the syllabus, sign this form, and return to class for an extra-credit grade.

I have read the syllabus for Chemistry.

_____________________________________




(Student’s Name—Print)




_____________________________________
____________________

                  
(Student’s Signature)



     (Date)

_____________________________________
____________________



(Parent/Guardian Signature)

       
     (Date)

If there is anything you or your student would like me to know about him or her or any particular family situation, please use the bottom and back of this paper to write it down, or e-mail me as stated above.

