Differentiation for Gifted & Talented v. Academically Identified

For GATE activities only academically identified students are eligible for academically differentiated activities.  Identified talented students (in visual and performing arts) will be included only on activities that match their identifications and needs, but will not be included on general academically oriented activities for gifted students.  Most of the differentiation that they will receive will be through the specific class that matches their identification.  Talented students are retained on the list dependent upon their continued participation in the area of identification

The best differentiation for academic students in heterogeneous classes occurs from time to time in the classroom and is so well-planned and subtle that none of the students recognize that differentiation is going on.  Differentiation should stretch students analytical abilities and horizons without breaking them.  

In high school, most students begin to self-differentiate by choosing academically challenging subjects.  They often do not want new after-school commitments because they already have so much (perhaps too much!) on their plates.  

As a result, much of the differentiation that occurs is not immediately visible.  GATE funds classroom supplies for advanced classes needing materials and for heterogeneous classes needing advanced materials.

