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ENGLISH 10 SYLLABUS

Susan King
John S. Battle High School

Email: susan@wcs.k12.va.us
Web Page: http://www.quia.com/pages/sdavidson1/eng10
Phone: 276-642-5300

Planning: 3rd Period
Classroom: 220

Course Description: Tenth-grade students will read and analyze literary texts from a variety of eras and cultures and analyze nonfiction texts.  Students will participate in small-group learning activities and report on those activities. The students will continue development of grammar and vocabulary to improve their reading comprehension, writing, and speaking skills. They will review the writing of peers and professionals, using the practice to improve writing skills. They will continue to build research skills by learning how to credit sources and present information in a format appropriate for content. Students will review the meaning of plagiarism and learn how to avoid it. 
Virginia Department of Education (Access Date: 8/13); http://www.doe.virginia.gov/
Supplies:

· 3-ring binder (1 1/2- or 2-inch; used for English ONLY)

· Loose leaf paper (college or wide-ruled)
· Standard black or blue ink pens—ballpoint or gel 

· Mechanical or Wood No. 2 Pencils (optional)

Classroom Rules:

· Be in your seat and ready to work when class begins; start on the do now/ bell ringer assignment IMMEDIATELY. TARDIES MATTER; AVOID THEM.
· Bring your book(s), notebook, and pen to class every day.

· You may bring bottled water (or water in another container with a tightly closed cap) to class but no other food or drinks. 
· Be respectful of others, their opinions, and their property. This includes school property.

· Avoid comments and conversations not related to the lesson topic. Use class time wisely, not for gossiping, goofing off, or grooming. Avoid talking when others are talking.

· Please do not ask if you may go to the bathroom or leave the room for any other reason (Yes, there are exceptions!) as I am explaining an assignment or giving you other instructions. 

· Inquire about missed assignments at the end of class, before school, or after school. There may be time during class to ask; however, we cannot interrupt instruction to get you caught up on your work.
· In addition to classroom rules, follow school and countywide rules.

· Do your best! 

Important Note: Bring a jacket to class if you get cold easily. I do not try to “freeze” students, but I need a cool room due to allergy issues. This is also why I would like for you to refrain from using strong lotions and body sprays/ perfumes/ colognes as well. THANK YOU.
Exiting During a Fire Drill (or the real thing): In an orderly manner, turn right out of the classroom, and then take the stairs to the first floor. At the bottom of the stairs, hook right and exit through the double doors underneath the stairs. Cross the parking lot, and gather in the grassy area on the other side of the teachers’ parking lot. One student and an alternate will be responsible for leading students to the meeting area. I will follow you after I have turned off the lights and shut the classroom door. I will meet you and check roll; the class will remain together until students and teachers receive the signal to return to the building (or stay clear of events if the fire is a real thing).
Grading:

A (93-100)

B (85-92)

C (77-84)

D (70-76)

F (0-69)

The teacher recognizes various levels of work within the letter grade by using a + or – on occasion.

Students will have opportunities to earn extra credit at varying times throughout the school year.

Assessment:

In-Class Assignments/ Preparation/ Participation:
40%

Essays/ Other Writing Assignments:


25%

Tests/ Quizzes:





15%



Projects/ Homework: 




20%

Make Up Work Policy:

Any work missed due to an absence must be made up; class time will not be used for this. Students will follow the countywide policy regarding missed work.

Late Work:

Work that is turned in late, not due to an absence or extenuating circumstance, during a nine weeks grading period, will be accepted by the teacher. The teacher will use her discretion in the number of points that the work will receive.

Course Objectives:

10.1 The student will participate in, collaborate in, and report on small-group learning activities. 

10.2 The student will analyze, produce, and examine similarities and differences between visual and verbal media messages. 

10.3 The student will apply knowledge of word origins, derivations, and figurative language to extend vocabulary development in authentic texts. 

10.4 The student will read, comprehend, and analyze literary texts of different cultures and eras. 

10.5 The student will read, interpret, analyze, and evaluate nonfiction texts. 

10.6 The student will develop a variety of writing to persuade, interpret, analyze, and evaluate with an emphasis on exposition and analysis. 

10.7 The student will self- and peer-edit writing for correct grammar, capitalization, punctuation, spelling, sentence structure, and paragraphing. 

10.8 The student will collect, evaluate, organize, and present information to create a research product. 

Special Note: 

All sophomores are scheduled to take the End-of-Course Writing SOL test this year. The appropriate steps will be taken to prepare all English 10 students for the test, which they will take during the second semester. 

The Project Graduation tutor will be in the classroom periodically to help students prepare for the SOL test. In other instances, some students who would benefit from individual or small-group preparation might be scheduled to meet with the tutor. Students, it might seem like an inconvenience at the time it is happening, but you will be grateful for the extra time and attention you have received once you pass that SOL test!

Pacing Guide

Please refer to the pacing guide on the class Quia page.

