

Humanities Syllabus   1

Course Title:


 
 Humanities
Teacher/ Contact Information:
Susan King
John S. Battle High School
21264 Battle Hill Drive, Bristol, VA 24201




Phone: 276-642-5300




Email: susan@wcs.k12.va.us




Planning: 4th Period




Quia Page: http://www.quia.com/pages/sdavidson1/humanitiesblock
Course Description:
Humanities is the study of various culture-oriented topics such as philosophy, pop culture, television, art, theater, film, death, religion (studied from only a historical perspective), and human emotion. The class also includes a brief study of American history, which is intended to illustrate how historical events and culture have influenced each other throughout the 20th and 21st centuries.

Materials:


Loose-leaf paper





Standard BLACK or BLUE pens





Pencils (optional)

Classroom Rules:

· Be in your seat and ready to work when class begins; start on the do now/ bell ringer assignment IMMEDIATELY. TARDIES MATTER; AVOID THEM.
· Bring your book(s), notebook, and pen to class every day.

· NO COMPLAINING!

· THIS MIGHT BE AN ELECTIVE, AND WE MIGHT WATCH SEVERAL TV SHOWS, FILMS, AND DOCUMENTARIES, BUT IT IS NOT NAPTIME! DO NOT TREAT THIS CLASS AS INSIGNIFICANT!

· Take proper care of the classroom and all materials, furniture, and equipment. Trash goes in the trash can, not in the floor or on/ under a desk. Walk trash to the can. Statistics show you are going to miss if you try to “shoot” trash into the can from across the room. 

· Face the front of the classroom. Do not talk when others are speaking. Do not attempt to sleep in class, apply makeup or perfumes/ body sprays, or brush/ comb your hair.

· Please respect others, their opinions, and their property.

· In addition to classroom rules, follow school and countywide rules.

· Prepare to have fun in this class.

· Do your best! 

If there is an issue with excessive talking, off-task behavior, or general disrespect, I WILL call or email your parent(s)/ guardian(s). After that, if your behavior doesn’t improve, I will refer you to the office.  Please remember that there will probably come a day when you need a recommendation letter for a college scholarship or a teacher signature on your application for the National Honor Society or perhaps even a reference on a job application. If you have represented yourself in an appropriate manner in my class, I will not hesitate to provide these for you if asked.
Important Note: 
Bring a jacket to class if you get cold easily. I do not try to “freeze” students, but I need a cool room due to allergy issues. This is also why I would like for you to refrain from using strong lotions and body sprays/ perfumes/ colognes as well. THANK YOU.
Grading:



A (93-100)
B (85-92)
C (77-84)
D (70-76)
F (0-69)

The teacher recognizes various levels of work within the letter grade by using a + or – on occasion. Students will have opportunities to earn extra credit at varying times throughout the school year.

Assessment:


In-Class Assignments/ Preparation/ Participation:
40%

Essays/ Other Writing Assignments:


25%

Tests/ Quizzes:





15%



Projects/ Homework: 




20%

Make-Up Work Policy:
Any work missed due to an absence must be made up; class time will not be used for this. Students will follow the county-wide policy regarding missed work.

Late Work:
Work that is turned in late, not due to an absence or extenuating circumstance, during a nine weeks grading period, will be accepted by the teacher. The teacher will use her discretion in the number of points that the work will receive.

Course Outline:


Please note that this course outline is subject to change at any time!





First Nine-Week Period
· Introduction to Humanities
· “American” Cultures

· Humanities Discipline: Television/ Film 

· Humanities Discipline: Music
· Humanities Discipline: Literature/ Mythology

· Humanities Discipline: Theater/ Musical Stage
· Humanities Discipline: Art

· Research, Reports, Discussions, Projects




Second Nine-Week Period
· Themes in Humanities: Religion/ Morality
· Themes in Humanities: Death Attitudes/ Life Affirmation
· Themes in Humanities: Happiness

· Themes in Humanities: Freedom
· Research, Reports, Discussions, Projects
Exam Exemption:

If you believe you might choose to exempt this exam at the end of the course, you must meet the following requirements: be on track to having A average in the course for the year; have no more than the allotted number of absences (to be determined by administration/ county policy), whether excused or unexcused; have no out-of-school suspensions.

