Sweeney’s Wonderful World of Wisdom Learning and Knowledge Proudly Presents

1.1 What is Critical Thinking?
Adapted from Critical Thinking by Anita Harnadek

===============================================
Critical thinking is a term which includes many kinds of thinking all at once. When we say that someone is thinking critically, we do not mean that he is finding fault with something or that he is looking for a fight. We do mean all of the following:

1. They are open-minded about new ideas.

2. They do not argue about something when they know nothing about it.

3. They know when more information about something is needed.

4. They know the difference between a conclusion which might be true and one which must be true.

5. They know that people have different ideas about the meanings of words.

6. They try to avoid common mistakes in their own reasoning.

7. They question everything which doesn’t make sense to them.

8. They separate emotional thinking from logical thinking.

9. They try to build up their vocabulary so that they can understand what other people are saying and so that they can make their own ideas clear to other people.

There are many other things a critical thinker does, but the list above is enough to give you a pretty good idea of some of the things we’ll be working on this year.

