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1.3 What Are You Expected To Learn In This Chapter?
Adapted from Critical Thinking by Anita Harnadek

===========================================================
You should already have learned some things in this chapter. From the first section, you should have learned about some of the things a critical thinker does. (At this point, you probably don’t know exactly what each of the nine items listed in section 1.1 means, but your ideas will get clearer as you work through this book.) In the second section, you should have learned that you’ll probably get better at thinking if you work at it, and you probably won’t get better at thinking if you don’t work at it.

 
What else should you learn in this chapter? It is hoped that you will learn all of these things:
1. Discussions, disagreements, arguments, fights, and temper tantrums are not all the same thing.
2. It is senseless to argue about a fact which is a matter of accurate public record.
3. There is a difference between a statement about all things and a statement about some things.
4. A counterexample is a certain kind of statement. It can be used to show someone that he’s wrong.
5. A “proof” by failure to find a counterexample isn’t really a proof at all.
6. Look at old ideas from fresh viewpoints.
7. There is a difference between a conclusion which might be true and a conclusion which must be true.
