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1.4 Discussions, Disagreements, Arguments, and Fights
Adapted from Critical Thinking by Anita Harnadek
===========================================================
Just to make sure we all mean the same thing when we say, “discussion,” “Disagreement,” “argument,” or “fight,” we’ll define them in this section.

When we say that people are discussing something (or are having a discussion), we’ll mean that they are talking about something. They may or may not agree with each other.


If we say that people disagree with each other (or are having a disagreement), we’ll mean that each of them thinks the other person is wrong. You can doubt that the other person is right without thinking that he is wrong – that is, you can think that he may be wrong without thinking that he is wrong. In this case, you are neither agreeing nor disagreeing with him.


If we say that people are arguing (or are having an argument), we will mean that they disagree wit each other and that each is trying to convince the other that he (the other person) is wrong. We will say that we don’t have an argument until both people are arguing. That is, one person may tell the other that he’s wrong (and so is arguing and may be trying to start an argument), but if the other person just accepts the comment, then we don’t have an argument. (There is another kind of argument which we’ll talk about in section 2.11. This other kind of argument involves a line of reasoning instead of a conversation.)

If we say that two people are fighting – with words, of course – we will mean that they are arguing and have lost some control of themselves. (Maybe they are red in the faces or have lost control of their tempers or are shouting because they’re angry.) 
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