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1.6 General Statements
Adapted from Critical Thinking by Anita Harnadek
=======================================================

We will say that a general statement is a statement about all things of a certain kind. For example, all of these are general statements:
1. All dogs have four legs.

2. No human being has six arms.

3. If a girl is 17 years old, then she’s a teen-ager.

4. All birds except ostriches can fly.

5. People are illogical.

You may wonder whether or not statements 2-5 are about all things of a certain kind. The answer is yes. Another way of making statement 2 is, “If anything is a human being, then it doesn’t have six arms.” (That is, if we could put all human beings in one big group, we wouldn’t find anything there which had six arms.) Although statement 3 is not about all girls, it is about all 17-year-old girls, so it is still a statement about all things of a certain kind – 17-year-old girls, in this case. Similarly, statement 4 is not about all birds, but it is about all birds which aren’t ostriches. Statement 5 does not mention any exceptions, so we must assume that it applies to all people. (If it said, “Some people are illogical,” then it would not apply to all people and so we would not call it a general statement.)


Following are some examples of statements which we will not call general statements. In each case, notice that the statement is not meant to apply to all cases of a certain kind.

6. Some salespeople lie about how good their products are.

7. Most novels are based on real-life situations.

8. Only a few dogs in our neighborhood are allowed to run loose.

9. Nearly everyone believes in God.

10. Many people are careless about driving habits.

Notice that we are not trying to decide whether or not statements 1-10 are true. These statements are listed simply as examples of certain kinds of statements.















































































