Sweeney’s Wonderful World of Wisdom Learning and Knowledge Proudly Presents

1.9 Is Your Thinking Stuck In a Rut?

 Adapted from Critical Thinking by Anita Harnadek
=======================================================

Suppose Stan grows up believing that something is true. Then suppose Jake comes along and says, “Stan, forget what you were told before. I’m going to tell you something different, and I want you to think about it.” Stan may find it hard not to mix up what he’s always believed with what Jake tells him.

One part of learning to think critically is learning to separate new information from old information. We cannot begin to compare two stories until we get each one straight in our minds. It is only when we separate them that we can see if they agree or disagree with each other.


Also, no one can learn to think critically unless he learns to keep an open mind. We can’t get into a rut and stay there. We can’t say, “I know I’m right and you’re wrong,” unless we’re willing to hear what the other person has to say and then think about it.


And another part of learning to think critically is learning to tell the difference between what is really said and what we think is meant.


Because most of us are lazy about thinking, the problems in this section may trick you into giving wrong answers unless you’re very careful. Here are some hints to help you decide on the right answers. 

1. Read each story very carefully.

2. Try to forget anything you ever heard before about the story.

3. Try to put yourself in the setting of the story when you’re deciding on the answers.

4. If a classmate says your answer is wrong, listen to why he thinks it’s wrong.

5. Don’t change your answer unless you really think it’s wrong, even if you’re the only one in the class who has that answer. (Maybe you’re right and everyone else is wrong.)
6. Use what you already know about general things such as what a “house” or an “apple” is. But if the story gives the word a different meaning, then you must use the story’s meaning instead of what you know. 















































































