DBQ – Essay #2

Using the documents given as well as your own knowledge, assess the validity of this statement: George Washington was the most significant figure in American history during the time period of 1750-1800.

Document A
And see his Excellence victorious come!
Serene, majestic, see he gains the field!
His heart is tender, while his arms are steel'd
Intent on virtue, and her cause so fair,
Now treats his captive with a parent's care!
Greatness of soul his ev'ry action shows,
Thus virtue from celestial bounty flow.
Our GEORGE, by heav'n, destin'd to command
Now strikes the British yoke with prosp'rous hand.



Document B
Source: George Washington’s State of the Union address 1790
The advancement of agriculture, commerce, and manufactures by all proper means will not, I trust, need recommendation; but I can not forbear intimating to you the expediency of giving effectual encouragement as well to the introduction of new and useful inventions from abroad as to the exertions of skill and genius in producing them at home, and of facilitating the intercourse between the distant parts of our country by a due attention to the post-office and post-roads.

Nor am I less persuaded that you will agree with my in opinion that there is nothing which can better deserve your patronage than the promotion of science and literature. Knowledge is in every country the surest basis of public happiness. In one in which the measures of government receive their impressions so immediately from the sense of the community as in ours it is proportionally essential.

To the security of a free constitution it contributes in various ways - by convincing those who are intrusted with the public administration that every valuable end of government is best answered by the enlightened confidence of the people, and by teaching the people themselves to know and to value their own rights; to discern and provide against invasions of them; to distinguish between oppression and the necessary exercise of lawful authority; between burthens proceeding from a disregard to their convenience and those resulting from the inevitable exigencies of society; to discriminate the spirit of liberty form that of licentiousness - cherishing the first, avoiding the last - and uniting a speedy but temperate vigilance against encroachments, with an inviolable respect to the laws.



 Document C
 Source: Sarah Booth Conroy, writing about George Washington and his slaves in The Washington Post newspaper in 1998.
Washington wrote his Mount Vernon manager: "It is foremost in my thoughts...to desire you will be particularly attentive to my Negros, in their sickness, and to order every Overseer positively to be so like wise, for I am sorry to observe that the generality of them, view these poor creatures in scarcely any other light than they do a draughthorse or Ox, neglecting them as much when they are unable to work; instead of comforting and nursing them when they lye on a sickbed."

Washington did not want slaves worked when they were ill and provided competent medical care for them when they were ailing... food clothing and housing seem to have been at least adequate, even though families often worked on separate plantations.

Any of the slaves – old, infirm, children or orphans – who could not support themselves were to be clothed and fed, and "taught to read and write, and to be brought up to some useful occupation."



Document D 
Source: George Washington’s First Annual Message to Congress New York City, 1790
To be prepared for war is one of the most effectual means of preserving peace.

A free people ought not only to be armed, but disciplined; to which end a uniform and well-digested plan is requisite; and their safety and interest require that they should promote such manufactories as tend to render them independent of other for essential, particularly military, supplies.



 Document E
General Orders from Washington, August 3, 1776
The following General Orders, issued to the Continental army at New York about three weeks before the Battle of Long Island and known as Washington's order on profanity.
That the Troops may have an opportunity of attending public worship, as well take some rest after the great fatigue they have gone through; The General in future excuses them from fatigue duty on Sundays (except at the Ship Yards, or special occasions) until further orders. [1] The General is sorry to be informed that the foolish, and wicked practices, of profane cursing and swearing (a Vice heretofore little known in an American Army) is growing into fashion; he hopes the officers will, by example, as well as influence, endeavor to check it, and that both they, and the men will reflect, that we can have little hopes of the blessings of Heaven on our Arms, if we insult it by our impiety, and folly; added to this, it is a vice so mean and low, without any temptation, that every man of sense, and character, detests and despises it.
Document F
Dr. Walter Jones
Letters 1813, Dr. Walter Jones, "The Character of Washington"
"Hence the common remark of his officers, of the advantage he derived from councils of war, where hearing all suggestions, he selected whatever was best; and certainly no General ever planned his battles more judiciously. But if deranged during the course of the action, if an member of his plan was dislocated by sudden circumstances , he was slow in re-adjustment. The consequence was, that he often failed the field, and rarely against an enemy in station, as the Boston and York. He was incapable of fear, meeting personal dangers with the calmest unconcern. Perhaps the strongest feature in his character was prudence, never acting until every circumstance, every consideration, was maturely weighed; refraining if he saw a doubt, but, when once decided, going through with his purpose, whatever obstacles opposed. His integrity was most pure."



Document G 
Time, February 21, 1983, Hugh Sidey
"His military achievements were judged for their perseverance rather than their brilliance. Yet the battle of Trenton might have been as important a battle as this nation ever won. The Trenton victory brought the Revolution back to life. The colonies dared hope again for independence. France began to look with more favor on the American struggle, and Britain began to lose heart...The battle of Trenton was won by the determination of one man, but certainly not by military expertise."



Document H
George Washington’s Farewell Address, 1797
"The impressions, with which I first undertook the arduous trust, were explained on the proper occasion. In the discharge of this trust, I will only say, that I have, with good intentions, contributed towards the organization and administration of the government the best exertions of which a very fallible judgement was capable. Not unconscious, in the outset, of the inferiority of my qualifications, experience in my own eyes, perhaps still more in the eyes of others, has strengthened the motives to diffidence of myself; and everyday the increasing weight of years admonishes me more and more, that the shade of my retirement is as necessary to me as it will be welcome...of all the dispositions and habits, which lead to political prosperity, Religion and Morality are indispensable supports. In vain would that man claim the tribute of Patriotism, who should labor to subvert these great pillars of human happiness, these firmest props of the duties of Men and Citizens."



Document I
United States of America Declaration of Independence by Thomas Jefferson, ratified July 4, 1776
"Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these states. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world...He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public world."
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