A brief historical development of the education system in England and Wales.

You have to evaluate these introductions what were the weaknesses in these policies? How did they affect individuals and what implications do they have for wider society?
· 1870 Elementary Education Act (Forster) prior to this schooling had largely been carried out by charity schools and the church. The act introduced state run elementary schools for 5-11. Only 1/3 of children received education have to pay max 9p per week.
·  1902 Education Act: Local authorities to be responsible for secondary education 
· 1918 Education Act (Fisher) 

· 1944 Education Act (Butler): Creation of the modern structure of the education system a three tier approach

1. primary 5-11

2. secondary 11-15

3. FE and HE

Tripartite system was introduced for secondary schooling based on work of Burt the 11 plus was introduced giving equal but separate schooling. 

· Grammar for the academically able
· Secondary Modern for the more practical, general, non-academic
· Technical for the practical, higher level 

· 1965 Circular 10/65 introduction of comprehensive schooling. In the 1960’s educational policy was largely influenced by social democratic ideas where the focus was on ‘equal chances of success’. A singular school that recognised all abilities ‘comprehensive school’ was seen as giving greater equal opportunities.
· In the mid 1970’s there had been a shift in the main concern of educational policy ‘equality and equality of opportunity’.  This was largely due to the influence of the New Right ideas (heavy base of functionalism here).
· 1975 Williams (Labour): Widespread introduction of Comprehensive schooling 

· New vocationally was developed in a period of high unemployment when focus of education was on meeting the needs of industry. This was originally put forward by a Labour government in James Callaghan’s Speech at Ruskin College in the mid 70’s. However it was effectively taken up by the Conservative government in 1979 with the introduction of work based schemes like YTS. 
· 1980 Education Act (Assisted Places scheme) 
· 1988 Education Reform Act (National Curriculum, Key Stage testing, Local Management of Schools, Grant-maintained status ("opting-out"). Richard Johnson argues this shares many similarities to the board of education 1904 that established the State education system and a national curriculum.  Bar one the subjects put forward are identical to those suggested in 1904. They introduced testing and targets, national curriculum, parental choice, opting out of LEA control, more autonomy to schools, changed financing, and set up CTC’s.
· 1997 – 2003 Labour Policy

· The introduction of specialist schools by Labour government these were to provide sites of excellence in subject areas. 

· They also recognised ‘beacon schools’ as centres of excellence but with an emphasis on sharing practice. 

· Educational Action Zones were established too emplacing self-help ideals.

· Vocational and training programmes like New Deal introduced and more vocational qualifications (GNVQs).
