Spanish Stem-Changing Verbs

e( ie

The verbs listed below are stem-changers from e(ie. That means that the stem or root part of the verb changes when you conjugate it. 

-ar verbs

1. calentar

to warm

2. pensar

to think, plan

3. cerrar

to close

4. comenzar
to begin, start

5. empezar
to begin, start

6. confesar
to confess

7. sentarse
to sit oneself down

8. acertar

to succeed

9. despertarse
to wake oneself up

10. atravesar
to cross

11. gobernar
to govern

12. temblar

to tremble

13. quebrar
to break

-er verbs

14. querer

to want, love

15. entender
to understand

16. perder

to lose, waste

17. encender
to light

-ir verbs

18. mentir

to lie

19. preferir

to prefer

20. sentir

to feel, regret, be sorry

21. consentir
to consent

22. divertirse
to enjoy oneself

Examples of –ar, -er, -ir conjugations

pensar-to think
I think


yo pienso


we think


nosotros pensamos

you (fam) think

tú piensas


y’all think


vosotros pensáis

he thinks

él piensa


they (m,m &f) think

ellos piensan

she thinks

ella piensa


they (f) think


ellas piensan

you (prop) think 
usted piensa


you all think


ustedes piensan

querer-to want, love
I do want

yo quiero


we do want


nosotros queremos
you (fam) do want
tú quieres


y’all do want


vosotros quereis

he does want

él quiere


they (m,m&f) do want

ellos quieren
she does want

ella quiere


they (f) do want


ellas quieren
you (prop) do want
usted quiere


you all do want


ustedes quieren

mentir-to lie
I am lying

yo miento


we are lying


nosotros mentimos
you (fam) are lying
tú mientes


y’all are lying


vosotros mentis
he is lying

él miente


they (m,m &f) are lying

ellos mienten
she is lying

ella miente


they (f) are lying

ellas mienten
you (prop) are lying
usted miente


you all are lying


ustedes mienten
