Acts 27
PAUL SAILS FOR ROME / 27:1-12

Read the commentary’s summary and write down some key thoughts here:

vv. 1-2  “we set sail”  The use of the personal pronoun indicates that Luke is with Paul again. He had probably spent the last two years researching to write his Luke-Acts letters.

“Aristarchus…was also with us”  This is probably the same Aristarchus from  chapter 19:29 and 20:4.  The commentary suggests that he was acting as Paul’s personal attendant or servant.

“Julius, a captain of the Imperial Regiment”  Luke gives several examples on the trip of how this Roman centurion took special care of Paul.

The commentary raises the question that some ask as to why Luke would provide so much information about the trip to Rome. The answer it gives is, “Stories of sea voyages and shipwrecks were popular fare. Typically, heroes survived these epics, while evil people didn’t.” (LABC, p.433)

v.3 “Julius was very kind to Paul”  “Julius may have been advised by Festus to give preferential treatment to Paul.” (LABC, p.434)

v. 4  “we sailed north of Cyprus”  The most direct route would have been south of Cyprus but the winds blew them on a different course. See the map on page 443.

vv. 5-6 “an Alexandrian ship sailing for Italy” This was a large grain ship that could carry 276 passengers—Acts 27:37-38.   “Egyptian grain was a Roman staple at this time in history” (LABC, p. 435)
vv. 7-8 “the leeward side of Crete”  The leeward side is the side that is protected from the wind. “Crete is the largest island in the Aegean Sea.” (LABC, p. 435)

“arrived at Fair Havens”  This was just a small port, but they wanted to try to wait for more favorable winds.

vv. 9-10  “after the Fast” This most likely refers to the Jewish Day of Atonement which puts this voyage probably in early October (A.D. 59). 

The commentary explains what the thought of that time was. “A guiding principle of sailing was that it was dangerous from mid-September to mid-November and disastrous from mid-November to mid-February.” (LABC, p. 436)

“Paul warned them” Remember according to 2Corinthians 11:25, Paul had already experienced three shipwrecks. His words here turn out to be prophetic.

vv. 11-12  “wanted to go on to Phoenix” The crew, captain, and ship owner had more influence than Paul’s warning, so they decided to get to a safer harbor.

THE STORM AT SEA /27:13-26

Read the commentary’s summary and write down some key thoughts here:

vv. 13-15 “a gentle south wind began” This was enough to convince them to try for the safer harbor.

“a wind of hurricane force, called the northeaster”  “In describing this wind, Luke used the Greek word from which we get our English word typhoon.” (LABC, p. 437)
Look on page 437 and write down what “to tack” means. Also, explain its implication here.

vv. 16-17  Write down explanations from the commentary page 438 for the following.

 What was the use of the lifeboat?

What was “banding”?

Why were the sailors afraid of the sandbars of Syrtis?

What would be the effect of lowering the sea anchor?

vv. 18-19 “throw the cargo overboard” The cargo would have been the grain. They did this to lighten the ship.
“they threw the ship’s tackle overboard”  See page 438 and write down what this refers to.

v. 20 “neither sun nor stars appeared” Without these, they had no idea where they were.

vv. 21-22 “you should have listened to me in the first place.”  Did Paul really say an “I told you so”?
 
 “More likely, he was reminding the crew that with God’s guidance, he had prophesied this very problem. Because he had been right in the past, they should listen to him now and have hope.” (LABC, p. 439)


“Ancient pagans believed that a true philosopher would hold consistently and calmly to his teachings even in times of great calamity. False prophets would crack under pressure. Paul’s demeanor gave him credence.” (LABC, p. 439)  How do you handle pressure and stress?

vv. 23-24 These verses are another example of God sending encouragement to Paul.

vv. 25-26 “I believe in God.”  “Having faith means taking God at his word.”(LABC, p.440)  The commentary puts out that it is not having great faith but having faith in a great God.
THE SHIPWRECK / 27:27-44

Read the commentary’s summary and write down some key thoughts here:

vv. 27-28 “ the fourteenth night” They had been driven out of control for two weeks.


“the sailors sensed they were approaching land” It is possible that they heard waves breaking on the shore or a barrier. 


“They took soundings”  “Soundings were made by throwing a weighted, marked line into the water. When the lead hit the bottom, sailors could tell the depth of the water from the marks on the rope.” (LABC, p. 441)


Using the calculations given in the commentary page 441, about how many miles would the ship have traveled in the two weeks?


According to the commentary, this would have put the ship near what place as it is known today?

v.29 “they let down four anchors from the stern” The stern is the rear end of the ship. 

The commentary explains that this would serve to act as what?


How many anchors could these ships have had?

vv. 30-32 “an attempt to escape”  Some how Paul realized what the sailors were trying to do and he told Julius, the centurion.


“the soldiers cut the ropes…and let it fall away”  “Without this smaller boat to ferry passengers to shore, everyone aboard was forced to depend on the Lord.” (LABC, p.442)

vv. 33-35 “Then he took some bread, gave thanks,…and broke off a piece and ate it” 

This was probably not a communion celebration since these were pagan sailors and communion was for believers.  Read what the commentary says this likely was. See the bottom of page 442, the sentence that starts “More likely…”  Then summarize that here:
vv.36-38  “all 276” Here we have the number of passengers. “the historian Josephus wrote of being on a vessel bound for Italy with six hundred fellow passengers.”(LABC, p.443)

vv. 39-41 All the actions the sailors did in the verse would have served to sling shot the ship towards the shore. 


“they ran the ship aground” The plan did not work because the ship got wedged on a sandbar. The results were that the waves started to break up the ship.

v. 42 “The soldiers wanted to kill the prisoners”  “Roman soldiers were charged with the safekeeping and safe delivery of any prisoners in their care. The law required them to pay with their own lives if any of their prisoners escaped.” (LABC, p.444)

vv. 43-44 “the centurion wanted to spare Paul’s life”  As commander the centurion had the final say on the matter. Thus, once more he showed kindness to Paul.

“everyone reached land in safety”  “In the minds of both Greeks and Romans, surviving a disaster at sea was evidence of a person’s innocence. The powerful sea gods were not believed to spare the guilty.” (LABC, pp. 444-445)

Read the “The Journey” box on page 445 of the commentary and then write down the “four good tips for our own journey.

The Memory Verse for chapter 27 is verse 25. Write it here:

