Acts 28
PAUL ON THE ISLAND OF MALTA / 28:1-10

Read the commentary’s summary and write some key thoughts here.

vv.1-2 “the island of Malta” This was an island_______ miles south of_________ and 

___________ miles from __________. (See page 447)

vv. 3-4  “A murderer, no doubt!” The Maltese people were very superstitious and assumed that Paul was bitten because he was a bad person. 

vv. 5-6 “they changed their minds and thought he was a god”  Since Paul suffered no ill effects from the snake, they decide he is a god. This was not the first time that Paul was mistaken for a god. Give the where, why, whom, etc. of the other time. See Acts 14:11-18
v. 7 “chief official”  This was probably an office like a governor.

   “he welcomed us to his home”  Not sure if this was just Paul and friends, the Roman soldiers, or all 276 people.

vv. 8-10 “praying and putting his hands on him”  “This is the only reference in Acts that mentions both prayer and laying on of hands.”(LABC, p. 449)

“came and were cured”  This could have been done at the hands of Paul or perhaps Luke, the doctor used his skills to heal people. God does use doctors.

Many people were affected by Paul’s ministry even during an unfortunate event as a ship wreck. God can use us wherever we are if we allow him.
PAUL ARRIVES AT ROME / 28:11-16

Read the commentary’s summary and write some key thoughts here.

vv. 11-12  “After three months” This would make it perhaps mid-February.

 “Castor and Pollux”  Who where these people? (See page 450) 

vv. 13-14 “Rhegium” According to the commentary, what is the modern day name of this city and where is it located? (See page 450)

“Puteoli” is now called ____________ and is about ________miles south of Rome.
According to the commentary on page 451, why did they stay for seven days?

v.15 “The brothers and sisters in Rome had heard we were coming” They possibly heard it from the believers in Puteoli.

 These Roman believers were anxious to greet Paul, so they came to him. How far was “The Forum” from Rome?                    “The Three Taverns”?

 What was a tavern? (See page 451)

v. 16  “private lodging” From 28:30 we know this was what?

“guarded by a soldier”  Look at Philippians 1:13 or the commentary page 452 and write down what type of soldier this may have been.
PAUL PREACHES AT ROME UNDER GUARD / 28:17-31

Read the commentary’s summary and write some key thoughts here.

v. 17 “called together the local Jewish leaders”  According to Acts 18:2, all Jews had been ordered to leave Rome. How does the commentary explain that there are now Jews in Rome again? (See page 452)

vv. 18-19 “they found no cause for the death sentence” Who were the three Roman officials that had made statements of Paul’s innocence? Give their names and the references. (See page 453)

v. 20 “I believe that the hope of Israel—the Messiah has already come” Paul had mentioned “hope” on previous occasions. We had concluded that in those cases he was referring to resurrection. 
How does the Messiah’s coming relate to resurrection?
Acts 2:32 says “God has raised this Jesus to life…”

Acts 2:36 says “God made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ”

Romans 6:5 says “…we will certainly also be untied with him in his resurrection.”

1 Corinthians 15:20-23 speaks about Christ being “the first fruits of those who have       
fallen asleep”. Then each will have his turn.

Philippians 3:30-21 declares that our lowly bodies will be transformed to be like his 
glorious body.

vv. 21-22  “We have not received any letters from Judea concerning you” Perhaps the leaders in Jerusalem realized this was a lost cause since Paul had appealed to Caesar.
“people everywhere are talking against this sect.”  The commentary points out that not only the Jews may have been talking against Christianity, but the Romans also. 

“Christians were denounced everywhere by the Romans because they were seen as a threat to the Roman establishment. They believed in one God, the Romans had many gods, including Caesar.” (LABC, p.454) 

vv.23-24 “testifying about the kingdom of God”  Please read the paragraph on page 455 that begins, “The focus of Paul’s message…”

“from the law of Moses and from the prophets” This is consistent with what Paul stated earlier.  Look up and read Luke 24:25-27. Jesus used this same method.

“refused to believe”  The commentary points out that this is because of their own

 hard hearts and spiritual blindness. 
vv. 25-27 “Paul made his final statement” His words here are a strong rebuke. He basically here quotes Isaiah 6:9-10 comparing these Jews to their ancestors.

v. 28 “this salvation from God is also available to the Gentiles”  Look up these references and tell the place where Paul had made a similar turning to the Gentiles.

Acts 13:46


Acts 18:6


Acts 19:8-10

v.29 This verse is not in most ancient manuscripts.

vv. 30-31 “For the next two years” So much for swift justice.  “While Paul was under house arrest, he did more than speak to the Jews. He wrote letters, commonly called his Prison Epistles, to the Ephesians, Colossians, and Philippians.” (LABC, p.457)

“Tradition says that Paul was released after two years of house arrest in Rome…” (LABC, p. 457) List the five reasons for this tradition given in the commentary on page 457.

Paul probably wrote the letters of First Timothy and Titus before being arrested a second time. During the second Roman imprisonment is when he most likely wrote Second Timothy

Read what the commentary says about why the abrupt end to Acts. It is in the final paragraph on page 457.

Be sure to also read the tree box on page 458; “The Adventure Continues”.

Are you part of the story of what Jesus continues to do and teach?

