English 7 Course Syllabus

Ms. Tiffany Carter
tcarter@bland.k12.va.us 
Please make use of the following websites;


http://www.quia.com/pages/tcarter/engdrama - test updates, 4-H assignments, games

http://www.edhelperblog.com/cgi-bin/students.cgi?FM=SPELL  - spelling practice
I.  Philosophy of Course:

The student will develop oral communication skills, read a wide variety of material, refine written composition skills, develop vocabulary and demonstrate correct use of language, spelling, and mechanics by applying grammatical conventions in writing and speaking.
II. Supplies:
Pencils, 3-subject notebook
III. Content:

Seventh grade English will introduce students to the various genres of literature. Course work will include reading, vocabulary, spelling, grammar, presentations (written and oral), quizzes, and tests.


Literature Strand

Students will read several selections, including poetry, fiction, and non-fiction, with the class and take part in written and oral discussions regarding the selection.  
Language Strand

The Language aspect of this course will include participating in oral presentations and group discussions, practicing standard English spelling, grammar and usage, as well as vocabulary building.

Grammar

Grammar exercises will focus on: sentence structure, and usage and punctuation.
Vocabulary

Vocabulary will focus on improving decoding skills, spelling, vocabulary, and reading comprehension.  Students will demonstrate the ability to use new vocabulary through vocabulary quizzes, written work and speech.

Spelling 

Weekly Spelling test will be given.  Practice will be available prior to the test.  Tests will be offered in a variety of formats.  

Composition Strand

There will generally be at least one writing-related assignment per week; this may include brainstorming, outlining, writing a rough draft, peer conferencing, or revising.  Students will write creative pieces, informational speeches, and persuasive essays.

Media Strand

Literature is just one medium in which language is used, so students will study the effect of other media.  Various media will be used for research and presentations.

IV. Homework

Students are expected to continue the work at home if the assignment/s requires additional time outside of class to be completed.  Additional homework assignments will be given as reinforcement of skills is needed.
All seventh grade students are encouraged to read for 30 minutes nightly. 

V. Evaluations

Tests count twice in the grading system.  A quiz counts one and half towards the total average. 4-H projects are graded and count twice.  Failure to complete a 4-H project will result in a zero.  The lowest grade per grading period will be dropped.  Student grades will be based on the following categories:

Tests and Quizzes
Writing Projects

Oral Presentations, including a 4-H Speech and 4-H Presentation
Daily In-Class Assignments
Homework Assignments
     
Class Participation

Behavior 

VI. Behavior

Students are expected to treat the teacher and other students with respect.  Bullying of any kind will not be tolerated.  Students are not to behave in a manner that disrupts the classroom and is distracting to others.  No cell phones are permitted in class.  Chewing gum is not permitted in class. All submitted work must be authored by the student.  
VII. Attendance/Make-Up Work

Students are expected to submit work by the required due date.  Ten points will be deducted from the assignment for every day that it is late.  After the third day, the assignment will not be accepted and a zero will be recorded.  Students who are absent are responsible for obtaining the make-up work.  All make-up work is due three days after returning to school.  If it is not submitted by that time, the practice detailed above will be implemented.  
Detach, sign, and return

I, _______________________________________, have read the information and understand the requirements of English 7 and I agree to behave in an appropriate manner and complete the course work to the best of my ability. I am aware that rules, materials, and assignments may change as to what the teacher determines is necessary.

____________________________________

______________________________________  

student’s name





student’s signature							parent’s/guardian’s signature 








