


A “State” is a body of 
people, in a defined 
territory, with a government, 
and with the power to make 
and enforce law without the 
consent of a higher 
authority. 



Population

A State needs at least 
some people.



Territory

A state needs to have 
known and recognized 
boundaries.



Government
A state needs to have a 

government



Sovereignty

A state needs to have 
“supreme and absolute 
power within its own 
territory and can decide 
its own foreign and 
domestic policies.



BUT….
What about the United Nations 
or the World Trade 
Organization?

Examples of a sovereignty 
bargain: the U.S. has 
voluntarily traded sovereignty 
for benefits of membership.



 Are these sovereignty bargains smart for 
the United States?

 Pakistan, China, and North Korea claim 
we don’t honor their “sovereignty” on 
issues of religious freedom, human 
rights, etc.  Should we honor other 
countries’ sovereignty more? Or not?



Does Ohio have all 
four characteristics 
of a state?



No, Ohio lacks Sovereignty



Failed States: 

States that have lost 
control and cannot 
effectively maintain order 
or security.



“Robert Gates, America’s defence
secretary, says ‘fractured or failing 
states’ are ‘the main security 
challenge of our time.’ The term 
now extends beyond the poor 
world: American officials have 
applied it to the Italian region of 
Calabria.” The Economist, Mar. 2011





Zimbabwe during recent cholera 
epidemic



2011 England Riots
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