


Major Parties

 Republican Party

 Founded in 1854 with an anti-slavery focus

○ Abraham Lincoln—first Republican President

 Advocates smaller government

 Areas of support:

○ Business community
 Why?  Lower taxes, less regulation

○ Religious conservatives

○ Fiscal conservatives (smaller government)

○ Older voters



 Democratic Party
 Dates from 1790s

○ Thomas Jefferson, first Democratic President

○ Democratic-Republicans
 Wanted smaller national government

 However, preferred agricultural interests to business 
interests

 Advocates using government to promote 
equality

 Areas of Support
○ Women, minorities

○ Younger voters

○ Union members





Minor Parties

 Reform Party

 Green Party

 Constitution Party

 Prohibition Party



Types of Minor Parties



Third Party Impact on 

Presidential Elections

 Theodore Roosevelt ran for President in 

1912 and took votes away from the 

Republican candidate, President 

Taft, allowing Democrat Woodrow 

Wilson to win with only 41.8 percent of 

the popular vote.



Ross Perot





Perot in 1992 Election

 18% of the popular vote



Ralph Nader



Nader in the 2000 Election

 Ralph Nader (Green Party) ran to the 

left of Democrat Al Gore and received 

97,488 popular votes in Florida.

 Republican George W. Bush won 

Florida by  537 votes. If Nader 

supporters had voted for Gore instead, 

Gore would have won Florida's 25 

electoral votes, and he would have been 

elected President.



Nader on the 2000 election

 “Gore won, but the Republicans stole his 

victory in Florida. The Electoral College 

stole his victory nationally after he won 

the popular vote. The Supreme Court 

stole his victory. And 250,000 

Democrats in Florida voted for Bush. 

We've got to stop playing the spoiler 

game and treating third-party candidates 

as second-class citizens.”


