


Biblical Basis 

Romans 13 (NIV)

1 Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for 

there is no authority except that which God has 

established.  The authorities that exist have been 

established by God.

4 For the one in authority is God’s servant for your good.  

But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the 

sword for no reason.  They are God’s servants, agents of 

wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore, 

it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only 

because of possible punishment but also as a matter of 

conscience. 



Declaration of Independence



Jonathan Mayhew



Mayhew’s Sermon on Romans 13



Flag: Resistance to Tyrants is 

Obedience to God



Religious Factions



Anglican Church (Church of 

England)

 Some churches revised the Common 

Book of Prayers to omit references to 

the King and replace them with 

references to Congress



Dietrich Bonhoeffer



Theologian, Pastor, Author

 Books:

 The Cost of Discipleship

 Ethics

 Life Together

 Studied in United States in1930 and 

1939



Nazi Germany and the Church

 1933

 German government takes over the 

protestant church in Germany through 

rigged elections

 Pope signs agreement with German 

government

 The Confessing Church 1934

 Shut down by German government in 1937


